
TITLE 210.  STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
CHAPTER 35.  STANDARDS FOR ACCREDITATION OF ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE 

LEVEL, SECONDARY, AND CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY SCHOOLS 
 

SUBCHAPTER 3.  STANDARDS FOR ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE LEVEL, 
SECONDARY, AND CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY SCHOOLS 

 
PART 17 – SCHOOL FACILITIES 

 
210:35-3-186. Site and buildings: size and space; accessibility; maintenance; health and 
safety  
(a)  General requirements for school facilities.  All school facilities shall meet the following 
requirements:  

(1) The site and building(s) shall be properly sized and equipped for the number of occupants 
and grades served in accordance with the requirements of 70 O.S. § 5-131. [Reference: 
11:22 117 School Speed Limit Signs in Municipalities; 25:91.2 Display of Oklahoma Flag 
on School Premises Compulsory; 25:153 School to Display Flag; 47:11 801 Speed Limit for 
School Buses School Zones Outside Municipalities Signs; 70:5 131 Educational Courses
Buildings and Equipment; 70:5 131.1 Sewage Disposal System; 74:324.8 State/Municipality 
Adoption of Building Codes BOCA, SBCCI or ICBO; 74:324.11 Permits for Construction 
or Alterations of Building] 
(2)  Adequate space shall be provided for classrooms, specialized instructional areas, support 
facilities and other areas as needed, these areas being grouped and arranged in such manner 
to provide optimum instructional function and class control. 

(b)  Accessibility requirements for school facilities.  The site and building(s) shall be readily 
accessible, and shall meet all requirements of state and federal law in providing allowing access 
for students with disabilities.  handicapped persons to required programs. [Reference: 70:13 103 
Authorized Provisions for Education of Exceptional Children] 
(c)  Adequate space shall be provided for classrooms, specialized instructional areas, support 
facilities and other areas as needed, these areas being grouped and arranged in such manner to 
provide optimum instructional function and class control. [Reference: 70:5 131 Educational 
Courses Buildings and Equipment; 70:18 152 Legislative Intent School Facilities; Other 
citings State Department of Education SPACE GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING 
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES; Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504; American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI) A117.1.] 
(dc)  Capital improvement plans.  Each school district shall develop and adopt a four-year 
capital improvement plan for all public schools in the district that meets the requirements of 70 
O.S. 18-153 and 210:30-1.  School facilities shall be able to accommodate changes in curriculum 
and/or equipment within a program. [Reference: 70:18 152 Legislative Intent School Facilities; 
70:18 153 Capital Improvement Plan] 
(ed)  Maintenance of school facilities and equipment.  Programs for preventive and corrective 
maintenance shall be developed and implemented to ensure that the site and building(s) will be 
clean, in good repair, and maintained with consideration for function and aesthetic values. 
[Reference: 70:18 152 Legislative Intent School Facilities](f)  Equipment, furnishings, and 
supplies in proper quantity and quality shall be maintained; and a system shall be developed and 
implemented for inventory, issue, usage, storage, repair, and replacement. 
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(g)  A long range plan for replacing and/or updating the site, building(s), and equipment shall be 
developed. [Reference: 70:18 153 Capital Improvement Plan] 
(he)  Health and safety.  The site and building(s) shall ensure that the health and safety of those 
served all school students, school personnel, and school visitors are properly safeguarded.  

(1)  Building code compliance.  Where required, the facility shall have utility systems, 
plumbing systems, electrical systems, mechanical systems, emergency systems, building 
interiors and building envelope designed, built, and maintained to recognized all federal, 
state, and local standards, codes and/or other legal requirements. [Reference: 59:1002 
Authorizes State Department of Health to Adopt Codes BOCA Plumbing Code; 59:1681 
Authorizes State Board of Health to Adopt Codes Selections from NFPA; 59:1850.3 
Authorizes State Board of Health to Adopt Codes BOCA Plumbing Code; 61:152 through 
157 Oklahoma Lighting Energy Conservation Act; 70:3 104 State Board of Education
Powers and Duties; 70:5 131.1 Sewage Disposal System; 74:324.7 Fire Marshal; 74:324.8 
State/Municipality Adoption of Building Codes BOCA, SBCCI or ICBO; 74:324.11 Permits 
for Construction of Alteration of Buildings] Other citings State Department of Education 
SPACE GUIDELINES FOR PLANNING EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES] 
(i)(2)  Loading and unloading zones.  The site shall be as free as possible from hazards, 
provide a safe area for (un)loading of vehicles, with adequate lighting, signage and drainage. 
[Reference: 11:22 117 School Speed Limit Signs in Municipalities; 47:11 801 Speed Limit 
for School Buses School Zones Outside Municipalities Signs; 74:324.8 State/Municipality 
Adoption of Building Codes BOCA, SBCCI or ICBO] 
(j)(3)  Hazardous materials.  Appropriate programs pertaining to hazardous materials, 
hazardous waste, asbestos, underground storage tanks, lead contamination, and other 
applicable life, health, and/or safety matters shall be developed and implemented in 
accordance with federal, state, and local statutes, regulations, and codes. [Reference: 40:403 
and 404 Oklahoma Occupational Health and Safety Standards Act; Other citings 29 CFR 
1910 Occupational Safety and Health Standards, Oklahoma Corporation Commission's 
General Rules and Regulations Governing Underground Storage Tanks; 40 CFR 260 272 
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act 9 (AHERA), Lead Contamination and Control 
Act of 1988(LCCA), Resources Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (Hazardous and 
Solid Waste Amendments of 1984)] 
(k)(4)  Emergency warning and prevention systems.  Proper precautions shall be taken to 
prevent injuries. All equipment and facility safety features shall be in place and properly 
maintained, including, but not limited to safety goggles in accordance with the requirements 
of 70 O.S. §24-117 and respirators in accordance with the requirements of 70 O.S. §24-118. 
[Reference: 70:24 117 Safety Goggles School Board to Provide for Certain Personnel; 
70:24 118 Respirators School Board to Provide for Certain Teachers and Students; 70:324.7 
Fire Marshal; 74:324.11 Smoke Detectors] 

(lf)  School safety inspections.  The school's administration shall ensure that qualified personnel 
conduct a safety/emergency/disaster procedure review at least annually and safety inspections of 
site, building(s), and equipment regularly. [Reference: 63:176 Fire Drills; 74:324.7 Fire Marshal] 
(mg)  School safety drills.  Each public school district shall adopt policies and procedures for 
each type of safety drill required by this subsection.  All safety drills shall conform to the written 
plans and procedures adopted by the district for protecting against natural and man-made 
disasters and emergencies as required by Title 63 O.S. § 681 and 70 O.S. §§ 5-148 and 5-149. 
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(1)  Compliance documentation.  Each public school district shall document compliance 
with the requirements of this subsection by each school site in writing as follows:   

(A)  The records for each fire drill shall be preserved for at least three (3) years and shall 
be made available to the State Fire Marshal or the designated agent of the State Fire 
Marshal upon request.  In addition, one copy of the fire drill compliance report shall 
remain at each school site and one copy shall be filed with the school district's 
administrative office;  
(B)  In addition to the fire drill documentation required by (1)(A) of this subsection, each 
public school district shall document all other required safety drills in writing by school 
site.  One copy of the safety drill compliance report shall remain at each school site and 
one copy shall be filed with the school district's administrative office.  Each school 
district shall also submit documentation in writing for each school site to the Oklahoma 
Office of Homeland Security Oklahoma School Security Institute in accordance with the 
Institute's established forms, policies and/or procedures;  and  
(C)  Each school district shall make all of its safety compliance reports required by this 
subsection available to the Regional Accreditation  Officer during the accreditation 
process.   

(2)  Safety drill types and requirements.  Each school district shall ensure that every public 
school within the district shall conduct no fewer than ten (10) safety drills per school year at 
each school site.  All students and teachers at the public schools shall participate.   Safety 
drills conducted in accordance with this subsection shall meet all of the following 
requirements:   

(A)  Fire drills.  Each public school district shall conduct a minimum of two (2) fire 
drills per school year.  Each fire drill shall be conducted within the first fifteen (15) days 
of the beginning of each semester.  The fire drills shall include the sounding of a 
distinctive audible signal designated as the fire alarm signal.   
(B)  Tornado drills.  All Each public school districts district shall conduct a minimum of 
two (2) tornado drills per school year, in which all students and school employees 
participate. At least one (1) tornado drill shall be conducted in the month of September 
and at least one (1) tornado drill shall be conducted during the month of March. Such 
drills shall conform to the written plans and procedures adopted by the district for 
protecting against natural and man made disasters and emergencies as required by Title 
63 O.S. § 681. Each school district shall document in writing and by school site, 
compliance with this requirement and such records shall be available to the Regional 
Accreditation Officer during the accreditation process. 
(n)(C)  Lockdown drills.  All public schools shall have a minimum of one two (2) 
lockdown drill drills each school year. No lockdown drill shall be conducted at the same 
time of day as a previous lockdown drill conducted in the same school year.  All students 
and employees are required to participate in the drills, with the extent of student 
involvement to be determined by the district. Each school district board of education and 
administration shall adopt policies and procedures for lockdown drills. Each public 
school district shall document lockdown drills in writing by public school site. 
Compliance with this requirement and such records shall be available to the Regional 
Accreditation Officer during the accreditation process. 
(D)  Intruder drills.  In addition to the two lockdown drills required in this subsection, 
all public schools shall conduct two (2) intruder drills per school year.  Intruder drills 
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shall be conducted for the purpose of mitigating injuries or deaths by execution of a plan 
as an alternative to the lockdown drills required by (2)(C) of this subsection.  The two 
required intruder drills shall be conducted within the first fifteen (15) days of each 
semester.   
(E)  Additional safety drills.  The principal of each public school shall, at the direction 
of the district superintendent, utilize the remaining two (2) required safety drills for one 
or more of the following purposes:  

(i)  To conduct additional drills of any of the types provided in this subsection;  
(ii)  To conduct one or more drill(s) developed by the district that is consistent with 
the risks assessed for the school facility; or 
(iii)  To conduct one or more drills in accordance with recommendations submitted 
by the Safe School Committee as authorized by the provisions of 70 O.S. § 24-100.5 
or any assisting fire or law enforcement department. 


