JANET BARRESI
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
STATE OF OKLAHOMA

MEMORANDUM

TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education

FROM:  Janet C. Barresi ﬂéﬁ

DATE: June 12, 2013

SUBJECT: Revocation of School Bus Driving Certification and Number of Gary Ray
Cartwright _

The attached Complaint seeks the revocation of the Oklahoma School Bus Driving Certification
with Certificate number 082479530 of Gary Ray Cartwright based upon violation of the State
Board of Education’s rules OAC 210:1-5-6, OAC 210:30-5-1 and Oklahoma Statutes 70 O.S. §3-
104. The State Department of Education requests that action be taken on this request.
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STATE OF OKLAHOMA, ex. rel.
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION,

VS,

GARY RAY CARTWRIGHT,

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINT

Complainant

Respondent

COMPLAINT

COMES-NOW, the Oklahoma State Department of Education, and hereby asserts the

following statement of facts and matters asserted against Respondent Gary Ray Cartwright. The

Oklahoma State Department of Education seeks revocation of the Respondent Gary Ray

Cartwright’s School Bus Driving Certificate, as set forth in the facts alleged to give rise in this

action, The ‘Statement of facts and matters asserted is as follows:

I.
2.

The Respondent holds a valid Oklahoma School Bus Driving Certificate.

The Respondent’s school bus driving certification #082479530 expires on June 30,
2015.

During the 2012-2013 school year, the Respondent was employed by and drove a
school bus for Sperry Public Schools.

That on or about the 19™ day of July, 2012, Respondent obtained a forged Medical
Examiner’s Certificate baring the name of Neal Boston, D.O.

That Respondent submitted this forged Medical Examiner’s Certificate to the school
district.

On or about the 28" day of March, 2013 the State Department of Education received
information that Respondent acknowledged he was aware that the signature on his
medical examination reports and certificate was not of Dr. L. Neal Boston.

The State Board of Education’s rules in 210:30-5-1(1) provides:

“All school bus drivers shall have an annual health certificate
signed by a physician licensed by this state filed in the office of the
local Chief Administrative Officer or designee attesting that such
physician has examined the applicant and that the applicant has no



sign or symptoms of il health, and is otherwise, from the
observation of such physician, physically and mentally capable of
safely operating a school bus. As an alternative to the annual
physical examination requirements for school bus drivers, school
districts may adopt a policy that utilizes a biavnual physical
examination, provided the examination is in compliance with the
physical qualifications and examination requirements of the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Act, Subpart E 391.41 to 391.50”

The State Board of Education has authority to revoke a school bus driving
certificate after notice and opportunity for a hearing pursuant to Oklahoma
Administrative Code at 210:1-5-6.

8. That Title 70 O. S. § 3-104(6) provides:

“The control of the State Department of Education and the
supervision of the public school system of Oklahoma shall be
vested in the State Board of Education and, subject to limitations
otherwise provided by law, the State Board of Education shall:...
Have authority in matters pertaining to the licensure and
certification of persons for instructional, supervisory and
administrative positions and services in the public schools of the
state...and shall formulate rules governing the issuance and
revocation of certificates of ... school bus drivers...”.

9. That based upen the information and evidence presented, cause exists to revoke
the school bus driving certificate and school bus driving number of Gary Ray
Cartwright.

Wherefore, the Oklahoma State Department of Education requests that a hearing be held
to determine the truth of the allegations set out above and upon proof of the veracity of said
Complaint, that the State Board of Education revoke the school bus driving certificate and school -
bus driving number of Respondent, Gary Ray Cartwright.

Respectfully submitted to the Oklahoma State Board of Education pursuant OAC 210:1-

5-6 and 70 O.S. § 3-104. %}/ /

olanda K. Powning, OBA#18934
‘Attorney for Stafte

KimbeY M Richey, GBAK20539
Attorney for State
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210:30~5-1. District operation and management
{a) Administration. The local superintendent and board of education shall be held responsible for applying these
regulations {o all pupil transportation under their administration and supervision. In keeping with this responsibility, each
local beard of education shall examine and periodically review the school district's bus fleet Hability insurance coverage and
its tort liability insurance coverage to assure such coverages are coordinated to protect the interest of the students, general
public, and school district. Any school district maintaining a school may provide transportation with the approval of the Stato
Board of Education.
{h) Students. :
(1) A student must live in a school district autheorized by law to furnish iransportation.
(2} A student must live one and one~half (1 1/2) miles or more by commonly traveled road from the school
attended. Students living less than one and one-half (1 1/2) miles from school may be transported, but shall not be
counted in determining state aid.
(3) A normal school day consists of not less than six (6) hours, exclusive of lunch period, with the exception of
the first and kindergarten grades. Transportation may be provided for kindergarten age students to and from school
during the normally scheduled morning and evening bus operation. Districts desiring to provide additional
transportation for kindergarten students at midday may do so at local district expense but it is not required,
(4)  The local school disirict is responsible for providing transportation for an eligible specizl education studeni
when transportation has been identified as "related service® necessary to enable the student o receive the
educational services outlined in his/her Individualized Education Program (IEP).
(8) Students living in a school district not offering the grade which they are entitled to pursue are entitled to
" transportation to a school authorized by law to provide transportation to and from school provided they have been
legally transferred and reside in the transportation area.
(c) Activities. All Oklahoma school districts shall develop policies and procedures authorizing fransportation for
extracurricular activities and community Involvement purposes as authorized by 70 O.S. § 5-130,
(d) Routes and boundaries. All school bus routes-shall be evaluated annually for safely and efficiency by the local school
district supervisor of transportation or designee, .
(1) Boundaries.
(A} A change in transportation area made after July 1, will not become effective until the next July 1,
unless all boards of education affected agree to the proposed change.
(B)  An elementary area that has been assigned to a high school transportation area may be changed to
another high school transportation area by mutual agreement, in writing, by the three (3) boards of
education affected and the approval of the State Board of Education.
(C) A part or all of an elementary school district that is isolated from the remainder of the school
district's transportation area because of topography or previous annexations to another high school
district, may be changed from one high school district’s transportation area to another high school
district's transportation area if the State Board of Bducation determines the change should be made on the
basis of good administration. . ’
(D) When a dependent school district is surrounded by an independent school district, that district must
be designated as the transportation area for the high school students,
(B}  An independent schoo! district's transportation route may extend inte a dependent school district's
territory to pick up students whose grade is not offered in the dependent distriet,
(F} Upon mutual agreement of two (2) school districts, a school district may cross a portion of ancther
district provided the doors of the school bus are kept closed. -
(2)  Petition for changing boundary lines.
(A)  Seventy percent (70%} of the legal voters residing in a district who have children eligible to attend
a public school (grades K threugh 12) or who have children under the age of five (5} may petition the
State Board of Education for an election to change any part or all of a district from one transportation area
to another,
(B} The State Board of Education will approve a convenient date for an election, supply hallots, and
send a representative fo assist with the election,
(C) If fifty-one percent (51%) of all such legal voters in the district vole for the change, the election
makes a good recommendation to the State Board of Education.
(3) Changing areas, high school districts discontinued. High school districts and/or elementary school districts
that must be placed in one or more high scheool transportation area or areas because a high school has been
discontinued may be placed in a transportation area or areas on the following basis:
(A)  All or part of District "A" may be placed in the transpertation area of high school District "B", whose
transportation area is not adjaceni to District "A", provided high school District "C", which has
transportation area that .separates District *A" from District "B" transportation area, appears to be in
jecpardy of being discontinued itself, and provided the number of people in District "A", who want to be
placed in the transportation ares of District "B", justifies such an arrangement. People in District "A"
requesting these arrangements to enable them fo annex to District "B* will be given much more
consideration than those desiring to transfer only.
(B) No portion of a school district that is adjacent to a high school district's transportation area, but is
separated from the high school area by s natural barrier, will be placed in the high schocl district's
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trangportation area unless or until there is a road connecting the two (2) areas that is maintained in a
manner that will justify the operation of a school bus over the road across the barrier.

(e} School bus.
(1) Equipment.
‘ (A) Transportation equipment used to transport ten (10) or more public school children at one time shall

meet all the minimum standards required for Types A, B, C, and D buses. .
(B) Vehicles having a seating capacity of fewer than (10} passengers, excluding the operator, are not
required to meet the State minjmum standards for school buses.
(2)  School bus inspections. _
(A} A driver shall perform a daily pre-trip safety inspection of the vehicle. The inspection shall inciude
brakes, lights, tires, exhaust system, gauges, windshield wipers, steering and fuel. The driver shall make a
daily written report describing the condition of the bus and listing any deficiencies. This report is to
remain on file with the local Chief Administrative Officer or designee fora period of ninety (30) days.
(B) A schoo! district shall have each school bus mecharically inspected annually by an inspector
approved by the Oklahoma State Department of Education. .
(C) At least twice during each school year, each pupil who is transported in a school vehicle shall be
instructed in safe riding practices, and participate in emergency evacuation drills. This instructicn should
be conducted during the first two weeks of each semester.
(3)  School bus inspector qualifications,
(A) Any person licensed to inspect schoo! buses by the Department of Public Safety under the Motor
Vehicle Laws of Oklahoma prior to July 1, 2001, may be qualified to perform annual school bus
mspections.
(B) Any person not meeting the gualifications as prescribed in (A) may be gualified to perform the
annual school bus inspection by submitting proof to the Cklahoma State Department of Education that they
meet the following qualifications:
() Two years experience as an automoiive technician and certification by the Association for
Automotive Service Excellence (ASE), or )
(i)  Any person qualified to perform inspections under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Act,
appendix G.
(i) Any person succaessfully completing an Inspector's Training Course approved by the
Oklahoma State Department of Education. '
(4) Standards and school bus specifications.
(A) The NATIONAL MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR SCHOOL BUSES applies to school bus construction
and equipment. The Oklahoma State Board of Education has accepted the wvarious methods bus
manufacturers use to meet the requirements of these standards and all requirements under the Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, (P.L. 89-563) The responsibility for compliance with Federal and State
bus specifications rests with dealers and manufacturers.
(B) State Standards in addition to Federal Requirements also apply as foliows:
() No school district may purchase any used or previcusly owned school bus unless the selier
certifies prior to the sale, that the bus meets all safety standards and specifications for the date of
manufacture of the used bus. Any school district that purchases a used or previously owned bus
without the certification regarding compliance with standards shall forfeit their state transportation
aid. The seller of any used or previously owned school bus shail certify to the local hoard of
education that any such iransportation equipment meets ali Oklahoma and National Standards
required for the date of its manufacture,
(i) Church buses used for the purpose of transporting children to and from schools accredited by
the State Department of Education shall be painted national school bus yellow. '
(C) School districts that convert or have converted school buses to Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) shall
comply with safety standards prescribed by the National Fire Protection Association, Standard No, 58
(NFPA-58) and the Oklahoma Liguefied Petroleum Gas Administration. In order to insure safe installation
and proper maintenance of equipment, all persoanel must also meet the following existing requirementis of
the Oklahoma Liguefied Petroleum Gas Administration: "No person, firm, corporation, association, or other
entity shall engage in the manufacturing, assembling, fabrication, instaliing, or selling of any system,
container, or apparatus to be used in this State in or for the iransportation, storing, dispensing, or
wtilization of LPG, nor shall any transporter, distributor, or retailer of LPC store, dispense and/or transport
over the highways of this State any LPG for use in this State in any system, container, apparatus, or
appliance without having first obtained a permit to do so as provided..."
(f) Special education,
1) Loading responsibility. The local school district is responsible far the special education child from the time
the student is loaded at the "home curb” until returned and unioaded at the "home curb”, The parent or their
designee is responsible for “door-to-~curb”, “curb~to—door”, and "street crossing" of the child to the designated
loading and vnloading point,
(2) Extended boundaries, Based upon mutual agreement between two participating school districts, a school
district offering special education classes may extend its transportation program to include the transportation of
students qualifying for special education in an adiacent school district which does not offer special education

classes,
{g) School bus driver certification.
{1) General criteria.
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vision in each eye.
(D} Any person with diabetes requiring insulin by injection shall not he eligible for a schoo! bus
certificate unless the individual possesses and maintains a diabetic/medical exemption from the Cklahoma

Department of Public Safety (DPS) or the Federal Maotor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA), and has |

met all physical examination requirements of sub-section (I} of this section. Upon hire, exempted
individuals will be required to: :
#  Self-monitor their current blood glucese level one (1) hour prior o driving and approximately
every four (4) hours after that time while driving a school bus by wvsing a portable glucose
monitoring device with a computerized memory, and take corrective action if necessary;
(i) Maintain blood glucose logs, thres tnonths from the current date (or the date that msulin use
began, whichever is shorter), If the employing district has cause to require a medica] evaluation as
authorized by sub-section (@), logs maintained bursuant to this sub-section must be provided to the
medical doctor (MD) or doctor of osteopathy (DO) treating the individual. Blood glucose logs must
be created by an electronic blood glucose meter that stores every reading, records date and time of
reading, and from which data can be downloaded and primted,
(i)  Carry a source of rapidly absorbable glucose at all times whils operating a school bus; and
(iv) Be examined annually by an Oklahoma board certified medical doctor (MD) or doctor of
osteopathy (DO) who attests in writing:
(D The individual demonstrates and has demonstrated a willingness o monitor and manage
his or her diabetes;
() The individual is not likely to suffer any diminution in his or her driving ability due to
diabetes,
(E) Superintendents or their designaes who hire individuais who hold a diabetes exemption certification
must keep on file in a separate medical record:
(i} A current copy of the diabetes exemption certificate of the individua};
(i)  The contact information of the board certified medical doctor (MD) or doctor of osteopathy
(DO) who is treating the individual; -
(i)  Record of the annual medical certification issued by the board certified medical dogtor (MD)
or doctor of osteopathy (DO) pursuant ro sub=section (D) of this section; and
(iv)  Copies of any medical certifications obtained pursuant to sub-section (G) of this section.
(F) Superintendents or their designees shall not allow an individuai holding a diabates exemption
certificate to drive if thejr blood glucose level is outside of a range of 100 mg/dl to 400 mg/dl one (1) hour
prior to driving, If the individuai's blood glucose level is below 100 mg/dl or ahove 400 mg/dl, then the
operator cannot operate a school bus or transport scheol children as an emplcyee of any school district
until the blood glucose measure is within the target range.
(G)  In the event an individuaj holding a diabetes eXemption is involved in an incident directly caused by
the individual's diabetic condition, the individual canfiot operate a school bus or transport school children
as an employee of any school district uniil the individual has been certified in Wwriting zs medically abie to
safely resume work related duties by the Oklahoma board certified medical doctor (MD) or doctor of
osteopathy (DO) by whom they are being treated, .
() The use of tobacco by a school bus driver is not permitted during the operation of the hus while
hauting pupils, The use of any intoxicating or non-intoxicating alcohelic beverage by the driver eight ()
hours prior to or during the operation of a school bus is strictly prohibited. The use of any controlled
dangerous substance seventy-two (72) hours prior to or during the operation of a schocl bus is strictly
prohibited. The Possession of any controlled dangerous substarce on a school bus is strictly prohibited,

(D All school bus drivers shall have an annual health ceriificate signed by g physician licensed by this -

state filed in the office of the local Chief Adminisirative Officer or designee atiesiing that such physician

As an alternative to the annual physical examination requirements for school bus drivers, school districts
may adopt a policy that utilizes a biannual physical examiration, provided the examination is in compliance

(1) Substitute and activity school bus drivers shall meeét all the requirements prescribad for regular bus
drivers,

(K) Ata minimum, the Chief Administrative Officer or designee shall conduct an annual driving record
check of all school bus drivers, including substitiute and activity drivars, The Oklahoma State Department
of Education shall be immediately notified of any violation(s) that make a school bus driver ineligible to
hold an Oklahoma School Bus Driver's Certificate, .

(L) The State Board of Edueation shall revoke the license of any certificate holder who fails to comply
with the provisions of this seciion,
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School districts who fail to comply with the provisions of this section shall be subject to penalty

pursuant to QAC 210:30-5-2, .
(2) Certificate requirements.

(A)

The Chief Administrative Officer or designes shall ceriify to the State Department of Education that

each applicant submitted for Standard Five-Year Certification!

(B

() Is atleast 18 years of age.
(i) Bas successfully completed a special school bus drivers' course approved by the State
Department of Education. :
(i) Holds a valid Commercial Drivers license (CDL) aporopriate for the type of vehicle driven
with the proper endorsements required by the Department of Public Safety.
(iv) Has not been convicted, plead guilty, or nolo contendere to a felony during the last ten years.
(v} Has passed a driving record check, and no certificate shall be issued to any person who,
within the preceding three years:
(' Has had a lcense suspended or revoked, canceled or withdrawn pursuant to the Implied
Consent Laws at 47 0.5, §751 et seq.
(I Has a conviction for a violation of 47 0.8, §11-502 which includes driving, operating or
Being in actual physical control of a vehicie while under the influence of alcchol or any
intoxicating drug.
{II) Has been convicted or plead guilty to a violation of 47 G.S. §¥61, operating a motor
vehicle while impaired by consumption of alcohol. .
(IV) Has been convicted of any municipal violation of driving under the influence of alcchol
or drugs or operating & motor vehicle while impaired or being in actual physical control of a
motor vehicle while Impaired, ’
(V) Has had four or more traffic violations. (excluding parking violations)
The Chief-Administrative Officer or designee shall certify to the State Department of Education that

the applicant for an Emergency One-Year School Bus Driver Certificate (Not Renewable),

(&)

(i) Isatleast 18 years of age.

(i) Holds a valid Commercial Drivers License with the proper endorsements required by the
Department of Public Safety.

Requirements for Renewal of the Standard Five~-Year Certificate inciude:

(i) Every five years, each driver shall have successfully completed £ hours per year of inservice
training approved by the State Department of Education. A

(i) The local Chief Administrative Officer or designee shall certify to the” State Depariment of
Education that the applicant meets all requirements for standard certification, [47 0.8, § 156-108]
(iii) Each applicant has a health certificate on file signed by 2 licensed physician and meets all
vision requirements.

(iv)  Each applicant has not been convicted or plead guilty of a felony in the last ten years, and

(+) A driving record has been checked and meets State Board of Education requirements for
certification.

[(Source! Amended at 9 Ok Reg 2357, eff 6-25-92; Amended at 14 Ok Reg 3354, eff 5-5-97 {emergency); Amended at 15 Ok Reg 2300, eff §-11-98;
Amended at 19 Ok Reg 3041, eff 8-22-02 (emergency); Amended at 20 Ok Reg 826, off 5-15-03; Amended at 21 Ok Reg 2713, eff 7-11-04; Amended at
24 Ok Reg 1225, eff 5-25-07; Amended at 25 Ok Reg 1508, eff 4~11-08 (emergency); Amended at 26 Ok Reg 54, off 8-21-08 {(emergency); Amended at
26 Ok Reg 1468, eff 6-11-09: Amended at 29 Ok Reg 980, off 6-26-12]
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210:1-5-6. Revocation of certificates
The rules and regulations of the State Board of Education governing the reveocation of certificates apply to the following:

superintendent of schools, principals, supervisors, librarians, school nurses, school bus drivers, visiting {eachers, classroom

teachers and other personnel performing instructional, administrative and supervisory services in the public schools.
{1} Grounds for revocation. A certificate shalli be revoked only for a willful violation of a rule or regulation of the
State Board of Education, or of any federal or state law, or for other proper cause. [70-3-104] It shall be a
violation of State Board of Education rules and regulations for any person holding a valid teaching ceriificate to be
aware of and fail to report, or knowingly participate in any activity deemed illegal while participating in job-related
activities of student organizations, athletic and schoelastic competitions, fairs, stock shows, field trips, or any other
activity related to the instructional program. Violation of this regulation can result in recommendation of revocation
of the teaching certificate, or such other penalty, as may be determined after due process by the State Board of
Education.
{2) Right to hearing on certificate revocation. No certificate shall be revoked until a hearing has been held by the
State Board of Education. The Board may utilize a hearing officer to conduct the hearing. If utilized, the hearing
officer shall be appointed by the Chairperson of the Board. At least twenty (20) days before the hearing the
complaint giving rise to the hearing shall be filed with the Chairperson of the Board, showing grounds or reasons
for revocation of the certificate. The complaint shall be in writing, and shall be signed by the complaining party,
and the chairperson or chairperson's designee.
(3) Filing of complaint. In an individual proceeding, there shall be filed a complaint containing a statement of the
matters asseried setting forth the relief requested, and the facts alleged to give rise to the right to the relief, and
naming the persons against whom relief is scught.
(4) Informal disposition. Informal disposition of any complaint may be made by stipulation, agreed settlement,
consent order, or default. Written notice signed by each party or counsel representatives shall be delivered to the
Secretary of the State Board of Education prior to the time of the scheduled hearing.
(5) Notice to parties. Whenever such a charge or complaint is filed with the Chairperson of the State Board of
Education, he or she shall send a copy thereof to the holder of the certificate by certified or registered mail,
restricted delivery with return receipt requested. Notice of the time and place of the hearing and the name of the
hearing officer {if applicable) shall be given by the Chairperson by certified or registered mail, restricted delivery
with return receipi requested, to the holder of the certificate.
{6) Attendance of witnesses. If the complainant, or the holder of the certificate wants any person fo aitend the
hearing and testify as a witness, he/she shall notify the Chairperson, State Board of Education within ten (10) days
prior to the hearing, in writing, giving the name and address of the desired witness, and the Chairperson shall
thereupon subpoena, by mail, the desired witness to attend. Every person testifying at a revocation hearing shali be
sworn to tell the fruth. The parties to the hearing shall exchange witness and exhibit lists no later than five (5)
days prior to the hearing. The hearing shall be electronically recorded by the State Department of Education. A
party to the hearing, upon request, shall be supplied a copy of the tape reccrding of the hearing. Any transcription
cost shall be horne by the party requesting transcription. If a hearing officer is utilized, written recommended
findings of fact and conclusions of law shall be prepared by the hearing officer after conclusion of the hearing and
submitted to the parties and the State Board of Education. The parties shall have the opportunities set out in 75 O.
S. Supp. 1997, § 311 before action is taken by the Board on the proposed findings of fact and conclusions of law.
After the parties have been given notice and an opportunity to file exceptions, present briefs and oral arguments in
accordance with 75 O.5. Supp. 1997, § 311, action shall be taken by the State Board of Education to accept, reject,
or modify the proposed Findings and Conclusions of the hearing officer,
{7) lssuance of subpoenas. Subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses, or for the furnishing of information
required by the Board, or for the production of evidence or records of any kind shail be issued by the Secretary of
the Board at the direction of the Chairperson or upon order of the Board. In like manner, and for like purpose,
subpoenas shall be issued by the Secretary at the request of any party to a proceeding before the Board for the
attendance of witnesses or for the production of evidentia! materials at a hearing in such proceeding. The signature
of the Secretary shall be sufficient authentication for any subpoena. Subpoenas shall be served in any manner
prescribed for service of a subpoena in a c¢ivil action. [75-315] '
{8) Refusal to obey stubpoena or to testify. Upon the failure of any perscn to obey a subpoena, or upon the refusal
of any witness to be sworn or make an affirmation or to answer a question put to her or him in the course of a
hearing in any rule~making proceeding, proceeding for a declaratory ruling, or in zn individual proceeding, or in
any other azuthorized action of the Board, the Board as soon as cenvenient shall consider the matter. By resolution,
it may direct the institution of appropriate jadicial proceedings under the law of the state for an order to compel
compliance with the subpoena or the giving of testimony, as the case may be. Meanwhile, the hearing or other
matters shall proceed, so far as is possible, but the Board at its discretion at any time may continue the
proceedings for such time as may be necessary to secure a final ruling in the compliance proceedings.
{9) Costs. The costs covering the issuance and service of subpoenas and all witness fees incurred on behalf of a
party to the proceedings, other than the Board, shali be borne by the party on whose behalf they are incurred.
(10)  Right to representation, The person or persons signing the charge or complaint, the holder of the certificate,
and any other interested person may appear at the hearing personally and/or by legal counsel.
{11} Legal counsel to State Board of Education, The attorney for the State Board of Education or, upon request,
the Attorney General's representative shall present evidence to the Board, in furtherance of the Complaint. If
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deemed necessary by the Chairperson of the Board, a request will be made of the Attorney General to provide
counsel to the Board to rule on questions of admissibility of evidence, competence of witnesses, and any other
questions of law. In the event that counsel is not requested from the Attorney General the Chairperson of the Board
will rule on the evidence, competency of the witness and other questions of law,
(12) Requests for disqualifications. Requests for the disqualification of a member or members of the Board shall
be embodied in an affidavit, stating with particularity the grounds alleged therefor. Such reguests must be filed
prior to the commencement of the hearing unless it appears in the affidavit that the grounds for disqualification
were not previously known and that upon such grounds the applicaticn to disqualify was promptly filed, Upon the
filing of such affidavit, the Chairperson of the Board or the Secretary, if the affidavit is filed against the
Chairperson, shall set the matters for hearing at the earliest date al which the Board can be convened, giving
notice thereof personally or by telephone to the party or his or her counsel. The Board, or those members thereof
qualified to sit at the hearing, shall take evidence and make prompt decisions. In the event the disqualification is
sustained or in the event of a mandamus requiring disqualification, the hearing shall be continued to such time as is
necessary for the appointment of members pro tem to proceed with the matters, and due notice of the continuance
shall be given to all parties.
(13) Disqualification of Board or Agency member. A Board or Agency member shall withdraw from any individual
proceeding in which he or she cannot accord a fair and impartial hearing or consideration. Any party may request
the disqualification on the ground of his or her inability to give a fair and impartial hearing by filing an affidavit
promptly upon discovery of the alleged disqualification, stating with particularity the grounds upon which it is
claimed that a fair and impartial hearing cannot be accorded. The issue shall be determined promptly by the Board,
or if it affects a member of the Board, by the remaining members thereof, if a quorum. Upon the entry of an order
of disqualification affecting a Board or Agency member, the Governor immediately shall appoint a member pro tem
to sit in place of the disqualified member in that proceeding.
(14) Notice of facts. The Board shail give notice to all parties, prior to, or at the hearing, of any facts of which it
proposes to take official notice. Any party or her/his attorney may request that official notice be taken of any fact
qualified for such notice by the statutes of this state. If such official notice is taken, it shall be stated in the record,
and ali parties shall have opportunity to contest and give evidence in rebuttal or derogation of the official notice.
(15) Presentation and consideration of evidence. The State Board of Education shall consider only evidence upon
the specific cause contained in the notice, and evidence will be heard for such cause. Questions of the admissibitity
of evidence shall be governed by the provisions of 75-310,
(16) Order of procedure. The order of procedure at the hearing shall be as follows!
(A) Opening statements by legal counsel of both parties;
(B) Presentation of evidence by both parties followed by cross-examination of witnesses, and questions
by State Board members;
(C) Closing arguments by legal counsel of both parties: and
(D)  Submission of case to the Board for decision.
(17) Decision.
(A)  Afier hearing all evidence, and all witnesses, the State Board of Education shall issue its decision on
whether the certificate shall be revoked,
(B) The decision of the State Board of Education shall be announced at the conclusion of the hearing
and notification of that decision shall be by certified or registered mail, restricted delivery with return
receipt requested to the holder of the certificate,
{18) Tindings of fact and conclusions of law. The Board shall render findings of fact and conclusions of law. All
findings of fact made by the Board shall be based exclusively on the evidence presented during the course of the
hearing or previously filed briefs, (made a part of the record}, of the testimony of witnesses taken under cath.
{19) Final order. All final orders in an individual proceeding shall be in writing and made a part of the record.
Tinal orders are to be issued by the Chairperson of the Board or the presiding officer for transmissicn to the
parties by the Secretary of the Board.
(20) Communication with parties. Unless required for the dispositior of ex parte matters authorized by law, the
Chairperson and the members of the Board or the employees or the agents of the Board shall not communicate,
directly or indirectly, in connection with any issue of fact, with any person or party, nor, in connection with any
issue of law, with any party or his or her representative except upon notice and opportunity for all parties {o
participate. The Chairperson and members of the Board may communicate with one another and have the aid and
advice of one or more personal assistants, Advice may also be secured from the Attorney General's office.
(21) Record of hearing.
(A) The record of a hearing shali be set forth in such form and detail as the Chairperson or the Board
may direci. The hearing may also be fully transcribed, and shall be placed on file in the Secretary's office,
The record shall include all pleadings, motions, and intermediate rulings: evidence received or considered;
a statement of matters officially noticed; questions and offers of proof, cbjections, and rulings thereon;
any decision, opinion, or report by the officer presiding at the hearing: all staff memoranda or data
submitted to the Board or members of the Agency in connection with their consideration of the case.

- (B) The State Board Secretary shall tape record the proceedings, with the exception of the executive
sessions. If the requesting party should desire the tape(s) to be transcribed by a court reporter, the
requesting party shall bear the expense.

(22) Rights to a rehearing, reopening or reconsideration.
(A) A petition for rehearing, reopening or reconsideration of a final order must be filed with the
Secretary of the State Board within ten {10) days from the entry of the order. It must be signed by the
party or his or her attorney, and must set forth with particularity such of the statutory grounds upon which
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it is based. However, a petition based upon fraud practiced by the prevailing party or upon procurement of
the orders by perjured testimony or fictitious evidence may be filed at any time. All petiticns for
rehearing, reopening, or reconsideration will be considered and ruled upon as soon as the convenient
conduct of the Board's business will permit.
(B) The grounds for requesting a rehearing shall be either:
() newly discovered or newly available evidence, relevani to the issues;
(i} need for additional evidence adequatety to develop the facts essential to proper decision:
(iii)  error committed by the Agency in the proceeding or in its decision such as would be grounds
for reversal on judicial review of the order;
Gv) need for further consideration of the issues and the evidence in the public interest; or
(v} a showing that issues not previously considered ought to be examined in order to properly
dispose of the matter. The grounds which justify the rehearing shall be set forth by the State Board
of Education which grants the order, or in the petition of the individual making the request for the
hearing.
(C) It is the burden of the party requesting a rehearing to notify the opposing patty of the appeal.
(D} On reconsidering the matter, it may be heard by the State Board of Education or it may be referred
to a Board or Agency Member and the hearing must be confined to those grounds on which the recourse
was granted. {75-317]
(23) Judicial review. Any person or party aggrieved or adversely affected by a final order in an individual
proceeding is entitied to certain judicial review pursuant to 76-318-323 and the procedures set forth therein shall
govern appeals.,

ISource: Amended at 10 Ok Reg 2695, eff 6~25-93; Amended at 19 Ok Reg 481, eff 12-19-01 (emergency); Amended ai 19 Ok Reg 1622, eff 6-13-02;
Amended at 21 Ok Reg 395, eff 12-19-03 (emergency); Amended at 21 Ok Reg 1188, eff 5-27-04]
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The supervision of the public schoot system of Oklahoma shall be vested in the State Board of Education and,
subject to limitations otherwise provided by law, the State Board of Education shall:

1. Adopt policies and make rules for the operation of the public school system of the state;

2. Appoint, prescribe the duties and fix the compensation of a secretary, an attorney and all other personnel
necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the State Board of Education. The secretary shall not be a
member of the Board;

3. Submit to the Governor a departmental budget based upon major functions of the Depariment as prepared by
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction and supported by detailed data on needs and proposed operations
as partially determined by the budgetary needs of local school districts filed with the State Board of Education for
the ensuing fiscal year. Appropriations therefor shall be made in lump-sum form for each major item in the budget
as follows:

a. State Aid to schools,

b. the supervision of all other functions of general and special education including general control, free textbooks,
school lunch, Indian education and all other functions of the Board and an amount sufficient to adequately staff and
administer these services, and

¢, the Board shall determine the details by which the budget and the appropriations are administered. Annually, the
Board shall make preparations to consolidate all of the functions of the Department in such a way that the budget
can be based on two items, administration and aid to schools. A maximum amount for administration shall be
designated as a part of the total appropriation;

4. On the first day of December preceding each regular session of the Legislature, prepare and deliver to the
Governor and the Legislature a report for the year ending June 30 immediately preceding the regular session of the
Legislature. The report shall contain:

a. detailed statistics and other information concerning enroliment, attendance, expenditures including State Aid,
and other pertinent data for all public schools in this state,

b. reports from each and every division within the State Department of Education as submitted by the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction and any other division, department, institution or other agency under the
supervision of the Board,

¢. recommendations for the improvement of the public school system of the stats,
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d. a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the State Board of Education for the past year, and

e, a statement of plans and recommendations for the management and improvement of public schools and such
other information relating to the educational interests of the state as may be deemed necessary and desirable;

5. Provide for the formulation and adoption of curricula, courses of study and other instructional aids necessary for
the adequate instruction of pupils in the public schools;

8. Have authority in matters pertaining fo the licensure and certification of persons for instructional, supervisory and
administrative positions and services in the public schools of the state subject to the provisions of Section 6-184 of
this title, and shall formutate rules governing the issuance and revocation of certificates for superintendents of
schools, principals, supervisors, librarians, clerical employees, school nurses, school bus drivers, visiting teachers,
classroom teachers and for other personnel performing instructional, administrative and supervisory services, but
not including members of boards of education and other employees who do not work directly with pupils, and may
charge and collect reasonable fees for the issuance of such certificates:

a. the State Department of Education shall not issue a certificate to and shall revoke the certificate of any person
who has been convicted, whether upon a verdict or plea of guilty or upon a plea of nole contendere, or received a
suspended sentence or any probationary term for a crime or an attempt to commit a crime provided for in Section
843.5 of Title 21 of the Cklahoma Statutes if the offense involved sexual abuse or-sexual exploitation as those
terms are defined in Section 1-1-105 of Title 10A of the Oklahoma Statutes, Sections 741, 843.1, if the offense
included sexual abuse or sexual exploitation, 865 et seq., 885, 888, 891, 1021, 1021.2, 1021.3, 1040.13a, 1087,
1088, 1111.1, 1114 or 1123 of Title 21 of the Oklahoma Statutes or who enters this state and who has been
convicted, received a suspended sentence or received a deferred judgment for a crime or attempted crime which, if
committed or attempted in this state, would be a crime or an attempt to commit a crime provided for in any of said
laws,

b. ali funds collected by the State Department of Education for the issuance of certificates to instructional,
supervisory and administrative personnel in the public schools of the state shall be deposited in the "Teachers'
Certificate Fund" in the State Treasury and may be expended by the State Board of Education to finance the
activities of the State Departmant of Education necessary to administer the program, for consultative services,
publication costs, actual and necessary fravel expenses as provided in the State Travel Reimbursement Act
incurred by persons performing research work, and other expenses found necessary by the State Board of
Education for the improvement of the preparation and certification of teachers in Oklahoma. Provided, any
unobligated balance in the Teachers' Certificate Fund in excess of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) on June 30
of any fiscal year shall be transferred to the General Revenue Fund of the State of Oklahoma. Unfil July 1, 1997,
the State Board of Education shall have authority for approval of teacher education programs. The State Board of
Education shall also have authority for the administration of teacher residency and professionat development,
subject to the provisions of the Oklahoma Teacher Preparation Act;

7. Promulgate rules governing the classification, inspection, supervision and accrediting of all public nursery,
kindergarten, elementary and secondary schools and on-site educational services provided by public school
districts or state-aceredited private schools in partial hospitalization programs, day treatment programs, and day
hospital programs as defined in this act for persons between the ages of three (3) and twenty-one (21) years of age
in the state. However, no school shall be denied accreditation sclely on the basis of average daily attendance.,

Any school district which maintains an elementary school and faces the necessity of relocating its school facilities
because of construction of a lake, either by state or federal authority, which will inundate the school facilities, shall
be entitled to receive probationary accreditation from the State Board of Education for a period of five (5) years
after the effective date of this act and any school district, otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to receive
probationary accreditation from the State Board of Education for a period of two (2) consecutive years to aftain the
minimum average daily attendance. The Head Start and public nurseries or kKindergartens operated from
Community Action Program funds shall not be subjected to the accrediting rules of the State Board of Education.
Neither will the State Board of Education make rules affecting the operation of the public nurseries and
kindergartens operated from federal funds secured through Community Action Programs even though they may be
operating in the public schools of the state. However, any of the Head Start or public nurseries or kindergartens
operated under federal regulations may make application for accrediting from the State Board of Education but will
be accredited only if application for the approval of the programs is made. The status of no school district shall be
changed which will reduce it to a lower classification until due notice has been given to the proper authorities
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thereof and an opportunity given to correct the conditions which otherwise would be the cause of such reduction.

Private and parochial schools may be accredited and classified in like manner as public schools or, if an accrediting
association is approved by the State Board of Education, by procedures established by the State Board of
Education to accept accreditation by such accrediting association, if application is made to the State Board of
Education for such accrediting;

8. Be the legal agent of the State of Oklahoma to accept, in its discretion, the provisions of any Act of Congress
appropriating or apportioning funds which are now, or may hereafter be, provided for use in connection with any
phase of the system of public education in Oklahoma. It shall prescribe such rules as it finds necessary to provide
for the proper distribution of such funds in accordance with the state and federal laws;

9. Be and is specifically hereby designated as the agency of this state to cooperate and deal with any officer, board
or authority of the United States Government under any law of the United States which may require or recommend
cooperation with any state board having charge of the administration of public schools unless otherwise provided
by law; .

10. Be and is hereby desighated as the "State Educational Agency" referred to in Public Law 396 of the 79th
Congress of the United States, which law states that said act may be cited as the "National School Lunch Act", and
said State Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed to accept the terms and provisions of said act and
to enter into such agreements, not in conflict with the Constitution of Oklahoma or the Constitution and Statutes of
the United States, as may be necessary or appropriate to secure for the State of Oklahoma the benefits of the
school lunch program established and referred to in said act;

11. Have authority to secure and administer the benefits of the National School Lunch Act, Public Law 396 of the
79th Congress of the United States, in the State of Oklahoma and is hereby authorized to employ or appoint and fix
the compensation of such additional officers or employees and to incur such expenses as may be necessary fot the
accomplishment of the above purpose, administer the distribution of any state funds appropriated by the
Legislature required as federal matching to reimburse on children's meals;

12. Accept and provide for the administration of any land, money, buifldings, gifts, donation or other things of value
which may be offered or bequeathed to the schools under the supervision or control of said Board;

13. Have authority to require persons having administrative control of ail school districts in Oklahoma to make such
regutar and special reports regarding the activities of the schools in said districts as the Board may deem needful
for the proper exercise of its duties and functions. Such authority shall include the right of the State Board of
Education to withhold all state funds under its control, to withhold official recognition, including accrediting, until
such required reports have been filed and accepted in the office of said Board and to revoke the certificates of
persons failing or refusing to make such reports;

14. Have general supervision of the school lunch program. The State Board of Education may sponsor workshops
for personnel and participants in the school lunch program and may develop, print and distribute free of charge or
sell any materials, books and bulletins to be used in such school lunch programs. There is hereby created in the
State Treasury a revolving fund for the Board, to be designated the School Lunch Workshop Revolving Fund. The
fund shall consist of all fees derived from or on behalf of any participant in any such workshop sponsored by the
State Board of Education, or from the sale of any materials, books and bulletins, and such funds shall be disbursed
for expenses of such workshops and for developing, printing and distributing of such materials, books and bulletins
relating to the school lunch program. The fund shall be administered in accordance with Section 155 of Title 62 of
the Oklahoma Statutes;

15. Prescribe all forms for school district and county officers to report to the State Board of Education where
required. The State Board of Education shall also prescribe a list of appropriation accounts by which the funds of
school districts shall be budgeted, accounted for and expended; and it shall be the duty of the State Auditor and
Inspector in prescribing all budgeting, accounting and reporting forms for school funds to conform to such lists;

16. Provide for the establishment of a uniform system of pupil and personnel accounting, records and reports;

17. Have authority to provide for the health and safety of school children and school personnel while under the
jurisdiction of school authorities;
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18. Provide for the supervision of the transportation of pupils;

19. Have authority, upon request of the local school board, to act in behalf of the public schools of the state in the
purchase of transportation edquipment;

20. Have authority and is hereby required to perform all duties necessary to the administration of the public school
system in Oklahoma as specified in the Oklahoma School Code; and, in addition thereto, those duties not
specifically mentioned herein if not delegated by law to any other agency or official;

21. Administer the State Public Common School Building Equalization Fund established by Section 32 of Article X
of the Oklahoma Constitution. Any royaities, bonuses, rentals or other monies derived from oil and gas and all other
mineral leases on lands that have been or may be granted by the United States to the state for the use and benefit
of the common schools, or lands that are or may be held by the Commissioners of the Land Office for the use and
benefit of the common schools, the proceeds of the sale of easements, improvements and sand and gravel on any
such lands, any monies as may be appropriated or designated by the Legislature, other than ad valorem taxes, any
other funds identified by the State Department of Education, which may include, but not be limited to, grants-in-aid
from the federal government for building purposes, the proceeds of all property that shall fail to the state by
escheat, penalties for unlawful holding of real estate by corporations, and capital gains on assets of the permanent
schoot funds, shall be deposited in the State Public Common School Building Equalization Fund. The fund shall be
used to aid school districts ih acquiring buildings, subject to the limitations fixed by Section 32 of Article X of the
Oklahoma Constitution. It is hereby declared that the term "acquiring buildings" as used in Section 32 of Articie X of
the Oklahoma Constitution shall mean acquiring or improving school sites, constructing, repairing, remodeling or
equipping buildings, or acquiring school furniture, fixtures, or equipment. If sufficient monies are available in the
fund, the Board shall solicit proposals for grants from school districts and shall determine the process for
consideration of proposats. Grants shall be awarded only to school districts which have a total assessed property
valuation per average daily membership that is less than the state average total assessed property valuation per
average daily membership and, at the time of application, the district has voted the five-mill building fund levy -
authorized in Section 10 of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution, and has voted indebtedness through the
issuance of hew bonds for at least eighty-five percent (85%) within the fast three (3) years of the maximum
allowable pursuant to the provisions of Section 26 of Article X of the Oklahoma Constitution as shown on the school
district budget filed with the State Board of Equalization for the current school year and certifications by the
Attorney General prior to April 1 of the school year. The amount of each grant awarded by the Board each year
shall not exceed One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00). The Board shall give ptiority consideration to school districts
which have a total assessed property valuation per average daily membership that is equal to or less than
twenty-five percent (25%) of the state average total assessed property valuation per average daily membership.
The Board is authorized to prorate grants awarded if monies are not sufficient in the fund to award grants to
qualified districts. The State Board of Education shall prescribe rules for making grants of aid from, and for
otherwise administering, the fund pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph, and may employ and fix the duties
and compensation of technicians, aides, clerks, stenographers, attorneys and other personnel deemed necessary
to carry out the provisions of this paragraph. The cost of administering the fund shall be paid from monies
appropriated to the State Board of Education for the operation of the State Department of Education;

22. Recognize that the Director of the Oklahoma Department of Corrections shall be the administrative authority for
the schools which are maintained in the state reformatories and shalt appoint the principals and teachers in such
schools. Provided, that rules of the State Board of Education for the classification, inspection and accreditation of
public schools shall be applicable to such schools; and such schools shall comply with standards set by the State
Board of Education; and

23. Have authority to administer a revolving fund which is hereby created in the State Treasury, o be designated
the Statistical Services Revolving Fund. The fund shall consist of all monies received from the various school
districts of the state, the United States Government, and other sources for the purpose of furnishing or financing
statistical services and for any other purpose as designated by the Legislature. The State Board of Education is
hereby authorized to enter into agreements with school districts, municipalities, the United States Government,
foundations and other agencies or individuals for services, programs or research projects. The Statistical Services
Revolving Fund shall be administered in accordance with Section 155 of Title 62 of the Oklahoma Statutes.

Laws 1971, HB 1155, c. 281, § 3-104, emerg. eff. July 2, 1971; Amended by Laws 1972, SB 385, c. 241, § 1,
emerg. eff. April 7, 1972; Amended by Laws 1973, HB 1219, ¢. 17, § 1, emerg. eff. March 27, 1973; Amended by
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Laws 1973, SB 115, c. 46, § 6, emerg. eff. July 1, 1973, Amended by Laws 1974, HB 1649, ¢. 146, § 1, Amended
by Laws 1975, HB 1227, c. 344, § 1; Amended by Laws 1978, SB 488, c. 85, § 1, eff. January 8, 1979; Amended
by Laws 1982, ¢. 369, § 1, eff. October 1, 1982; Amended by Laws 1984, SB 368, ¢. 296, § 42, emerg. eff. July 1,
1984; Amended by Laws 1985, HB 1276, ¢. 13, § 1, eff. November 1, 1985; Amended by Laws 1986, HB 2032, c.
105, § 2, emerg. eff. April 5, 1986; Amended by Laws 1991, HB 1683, c. 240, § 1, eff. September 1, 1991
Amended by Laws 1993, c. 239, § 21 (repsaled by Laws 1994, ¢. 2, § 34, emerg. eff. March 2, 1994); Amended by
Laws 1993, HB 1383, c. 361, § 1, emerg. eff. June 11, 1993; Amended by Laws 1984, HB 2299, c. 2, § 26, emerg.
eff. March 2, 1994; Amended by Laws 1994, SB 1188, c. 378, § 1, emerg. eff. July 1, 1994; Amended by Laws
1994, SB 1155, c. 344, § 1 (repealed by Laws 1995, HB 1012, c. 1, § 40, emerg. eff. March 2, 1995}, Amended by
Laws 1995, HB 1012, c. 1, § 25, emerg. eff. March 2, 1995; Amended by Laws 1995, SB 479, c. 226, § 1, emerg.
eff. July 1, 1995; Amended by Laws 1995, HB 1549, ¢. 322, § 23, emerg. eff. July 1, 1995; Amended by Laws
1998, HB 3213, c. 246, § 32, eff. November 1, 1998 (superseded document available); Amended by Laws 1999,
HB 1390, c. 336, § 5, eff. November 1, 1999 (superseded document avaitable); Amended by Laws 2009, HB 2029,
c. 234, § 155, emerg. eff. May 21, 2009 (repealed by Laws 2010, SB 2113, ¢. 2, § 74, emerg. eff. March 3,

2010) (superseded document available); Amended by Laws 2009, SB 1169, c. 448, § 1, eff. November 1, 2009
(superseded document available); Amended by Laws 2010, SB 2113, ¢. 2, § 73, emerg. eff. March 3, 2010
(superseded document available); Amended by Laws 2011, HB 2139, c. 31, § 4 (superseded document available);
Amended by Laws 2012, HB 2308, ¢. 354, § 1 (superseded document available).
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