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Minutes of the Oklahoma Standards 
Steering Committee Meeting 

 
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

OLIVER HODGE EDUCATION BUILDING 
2500 NORTH LINCOLN BOULEVARD, RM. 1-20 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
 

September 29, 2015 

 The Oklahoma Standards Steering Committee met for an update and review of current 
English Language Arts and Mathematics Writing Standards Teams’ progress at 9:00 a.m. on 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015, in the Board Room of the Oliver Hodge Education Building at 
2500 N. Lincoln Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK. The agenda, minutes from July 2nd meeting and 
current standard’s writing updates were available for all attendees. 

Members of the Steering Committee present: 

 Joy Hofmeister, Chair of the Steering Committee 
 Glen Johnson, Chancellor of Higher Education 
 Cindy Koss, Deputy State Superintendent, Academic Affairs 
 Don Raleigh, Superintendent of Pryor Public Schools  

Becki Foster, Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education, substituting 
for Director Mack 

 
Members of the Steering Committee not present: 
  
 Mautra Jones, Parent Representative  

Cathryn Franks, State Board of Education 
 Barbara Bayless, Educator 
 Elaine Hutchison, Educator 

Marcie Mack, Oklahoma Department of Career and Technology Education 
 Deby Snodgrass, Secretary of Commerce and Tourism 
 Gen. Lee Baxter, State Board of Education 
 
Also present: 
 

Bill Radke, Executive Director 
Dr. Blake Sonobe, Vice Chancellor, OSRHE 
Dr. Jeanene Barnett, Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 Jennifer Watson, Co-Chair for English Language Arts Standards 
 Stacey Weinand, Co-Chair for Mathematics Standards 
 Robbyn Glinsmann, OSDE Director of Elementary Mathematics 
 Ellen Dollarhide, OSDE Executive Director of Quality Schools and School Improvement     
 Planning 
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 Michele Sprague, OSDE Director of Elementary English Language Arts 
 Dionne Mock, Recording Secretary 
 
Opening Remarks: 
  

Superintendent Hofmeister called the meeting to order and welcomed everyone in 
attendance. She asked for review of the July 2, 2015 Steering Committee Minutes. Chancellor 
Johnson motioned to approve minutes and Superintendent Raleigh second the motion. The 
minutes were approved and Superintendent Hofmeister invited Dr. Radke to the podium.  

Dr. Radke addressed the committee concerning the current Standards Writing Timeline 
and the new features on the Standards Webpage. He demonstrated how to access the Standards 
Toolkit information and other updated Standards Webpage materials. He noted that the Webpage 
receives roughly a thousand hits per day, demonstrating interest in the new Standards. He also 
mentioned the recent ELA and Math Standards Webinars. The Webinars are designed to inform 
the public at large about the progress of Standards development and how to view the various 
components of the Standards drafts. Dr. Radke encouraged all interested persons to complete the 
Feedback Forms. Public comments will be collated and given to the Writing Teams for 
consideration and inclusion. The Fourth Draft is expected to be ready on or about October 30, 
2015. Dr. Radke then invited the Co-chairs to share the progress of the Writing Teams since the 
last meeting. 

 
Dr. Watson – Co-chair for the English Language Arts Writing Team 

 
Dr. Watson presented the process and progress of construction of the Third Draft. August 

7th was a full day workshop covering feedback submitted by Oklahoma Educators from first 
online survey and feedback from Higher Education Reviewers. Based upon their suggestions, the 
Writing Team agreed to make the following revisions: 

 
• Create a document overview that expresses guiding principles, as well as  guiding 

assumptions of the Standards 
• Review the balance of skills to make sure the Standards reflect the  aspects of 

language arts proficiency 
• Clarify differences between grade levels, so that specific learner expectations for 

content and skills clearly progress at each grade 
• Create and use a common numbering system for the Standards 

 
On August 27th the Team met again to review feedback from National Experts, discuss 

sub-standards for the Eight Overarching Standards, work on citations, and adopt a Standards 
numbering system. An executive editorial board was appointed to assist with the fluency, 
grammar and organization of the Third Draft. The editorial board will remain until the final draft 
is complete. The Writing Team will reconvene on October 26th for a final full day of reviewing, 
revising and editing to fine tune the Final Draft. 
 

Dr. Koss commended the ELA Writing Team for thoughtful and deep consideration of 
feedback comments. Superintendent Hofmeister asked about comments that bore continuity 



Oklahoma Standards Steering Committee Meeting Page 3 
 

amongst the Higher Education Reviewers and would Dr. Watson share examples of those. Dr. 
Watson responded accordingly and shared that content vs. skill seemed to be the most prevalent.   
 
 In addition, Superintendent Hofmeister shared insight on past vs. present regarding how 
the Standards address early learning skills in a progressive format. Most parents are interested in 
how they can support their child early for future academic success. Dr. Watson assured those 
assembled that the Standards begin at Pre-Kindergarten and the vertical alignment chart reflects 
the progressive concepts required at each grade. 
 Dr. Radke then invited Ms. Weinand to address the Steering Committee. 
 
Stacey Weinand – Co-Chair for the Mathematics Writing Team 
 
 Ms. Weinand introduced Robbyn Glinnsman, OSDE’s new Director of Elementary 
Mathematics. She shared the stats on external reviews from National Experts, 265 comments 
from first public survey, and comments from the approximately 300 mathematic educators who 
reviewed the Math Standards. Levi Patrick and Robbyn Glinnsman hosted an online Webinar 
and discussed how to navigate through the new Math Standards. The second draft of the Math 
Standards reflects the comments provided by Oklahomans and external reviewers. Ms. Weinand 
also shared the schedule for Forums to be held in October: 

 
• October 1st Parents and Student Focus Groups 
• October 2nd Counselors Consortium Meeting and Teaching & Learning Advisory 

Focus Groups 
• October 8th Business Focus Group, Community Agencies & Special Populations 

Focus Groups, OSDE Staff Focus Group 
• October 9th Teachers, Administrators & Diverse Learners 
• October 16th House and Senate Legislators 

 
She presented the Math Standards revision schedule as well: 
 

• September 14th to October 16th – Compile comments from public surveys, district 
reviews and public forums to send to Grade Band Writing Chairs for review by 
their teams 

• October 15th – 16th Online survey will be closed 
• October 16th – October 29th Co-Chairs will consider the recommendations for 

edits from the Grade Bands 
• October 30th – Fourth Draft 

 
The Math Team has identified the following for greater consideration in the Final Draft 

such as: depth vs. breadth, research based methods, higher order/critical thinking, clear and 
concise wording, and measureable/grade-level appropriateness. In her conclusion, she presented 
examples of how feedback is incorporated into the Draft Standards. 

The Steering Committee requested clarification of the Final Draft approval date by the 
Board of Education and The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education. They wish to avoid 
delays that would impact when Legislators begin their review. Dates were clarified by Dr. Radke 
as December 3rd for OSRHE and December 17th for the State Board of Education. 
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Dr. Koss announced October as the “special” month for all stakeholder group feedback. 

She is coordinating all Focus Group Review Meetings and will submit their feedback to Writing 
Teams.  

 
Closing Remarks: 
 
 Superintendent Hofmeister expressed heartfelt gratitude for the diligence in pursuing and 
constructing high quality standards for the state of Oklahoma. She thanked everyone in 
attendance and adjourned the meeting at 10:00 a.m. 


