


Under federal law, schools must identify all ELL
students and screen eligible students for language
assistance.

The Home Language Survey (HLS) should be
administered as part of the enrollment process.

If the HLS indicates that another language is spoken in
the home, either “more often” or “less often” than
English, the student may be ELL and should then be
screened for eligibility for language assistance
services.

Identification of Oklahoma’s 
English Language Learners (ELLs)
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 A student qualifies as Bilingual first and an English language learner 
(ELL) second.

 If the Home Language Survey identifies that another language is 
spoken in the home:
• YES + More Often = The student is automatically “Bilingual.” The

student is automatically placement tested for potential identification
as an English language learner (ELL). If the student is identified as
ELL through placement testing, the student must be provided with a
language instruction educational program specially designed for
ELLs. (See slides 5 and 7.)

• YES + Less Often = The student is “Bilingual” if one of the three
available test score types is documented on the bottom of the HLS.
The student is then placement tested if identified as “Bilingual.” If
the student is identified as an English language learner through
placement testing, the student must be provided with a language
instruction educational program specially designed for ELLs. (See
slides 4, 6, and 7.) If the student meets placement testing criteria,
eligible for Title III funding. (Follow identification W‐APT criteria.)

Bilingual Qualification
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Oklahoma’s Home Language Survey
Documentation of “Less Often”
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Identification of OK’s ELLs

Identification, screening, and parental notification of
eligible students occur within 30 days of enrollment at
the beginning of the school year.

Once the school year is underway, the window for
identification, screening, and parental notification of
eligibility is within two weeks of enrollment.

Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, Title III,
Part A, Language Instruction for Limited English Proficient
and Immigrant Students, Section 3302 Parental Notification:
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Pre‐Kindergarten:  ELL Pre‐K Screening Tool
 If the HLS indicates that another language is spoken in the

home, either “more often” or “less often” than English, the
student must be assessed using the ELL Pre‐K Screening
Tool.

 If the student scores 70 percent or higher on the ELL Pre‐K
Screening Tool, the student is deemed ineligible for
language assistance services.

 If the student scores 60 percent or lower on the ELL Pre‐K
Screening Tool, the student is deemed eligible for language
assistance services.

All Pre‐Kindergarten students should be assessed with the
Kindergarten W‐APT in the fall of their Kindergarten year.

Identification of OK’s ELLs
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Identification of OK’s ELLs
Kindergarten:  W‐APT

The Kindergarten W‐APT is for Kindergarten students and
first‐grade students in the first semester.

If the HLS indicates that another language is spoken in the
home, either “more often” or “less often” than English,
the students should then be screened with the
Kindergarten
W‐APT.

All Kindergarten students assessed with the Kindergarten
W‐APT qualify for language assistance services and should
be given the ACCESS for ELLs annual assessment.

First semester Grade 1 students will qualify for services if
they have 28 or below on Listening/Speaking; and/or 12
and below or Reading; and/or 14 and below on Writing.
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Grades 1 (2nd semester) through 12th:  W‐APT

A student who scores at 5.0 Grade Adjusted
Composite Proficiency Level (CPL) AND 4.5 Grade
Adjusted Literacy CPL or higher on the W‐APT is
deemed ineligible for language assistance services.

If the student scores less than 5.0 Grade Adjusted
Composite Proficiency Level (CPL) OR 4.5 Grade
Adjusted Literacy CPL on the W‐APT, the student is
deemed eligible for language assistance services and
must be administered the ACCESS for ELLs® annual
assessment in the spring.

Identification of OK’s ELLs
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Specific Exit Criteria
for Oklahoma
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OK Title III Exit Criteria for ELLs is determined 
from the ACCESS for ELLs® assessment:

1) Overall Proficiency Level of 5.0 AND 4.5 Literacy 
(Reading/Writing) higher on Tier B or C (not tier 
specific for Kindergarten)

AND

2)   Additional Information (e.g., achievement in 
classroom, benchmark assessments, state content 
assessments)

Exit Criteria for OK’s ELLs
K‐12th Grades
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• For questions specific to Oklahoma: 
Melissa McGavock, Director of Bilingual/Migrant Education
1‐405‐521‐3196 or  Melissa.McGavock@sde.ok.gov

Hailee Holliday, Coordinator, Bilingual Education
1‐405‐521‐3196 or Hailee.Holliday@sde.ok.gov

Laura Jester, Assistant, Bilingual Education
1‐405‐521‐3196 or Laura.Jester@sde.ok.gov

• For production, distribution, scoring and reporting questions:
MetriTech: 1‐800‐747‐4868 or  wida@metritech.com

• For other questions, contact the WIDA Help Desk:  
1‐866‐276‐7735 or help@wida.us

Further Questions?
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