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Goals for TodayGoals for Today
• Current research on English language learners 

(ELLs)
• Requirements for ELLs
• Powerful instructional strategies
• Resources for you and your students
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Get ready!  Get set!Get ready!  Get set!
 Pick up three cards:
◦ One yellow

O bl◦ One blue
◦ One pink

 Share this information:
◦ On the yellow, write one question you need answered about ELL

students.
◦ On the blue, write a successful strategy you have used with ELLs to

h l limprove achievement levels.
◦ On the pink, write how you have used the concept of “team” to

assist the ELL students in your school.

f I will collect all of your cards.
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Go!!Go!!
 What successful strategies do all of youg y

have in common?
 What do these successful strategies have inat o t ese success u st ateg es ave

common with research?
 What practices related to teamwork are What practices related to teamwork are

already in place?
 What does teamwork have to do with What does teamwork have to do with

research?
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KEY ONE

LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
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English Language DevelopmentEnglish Language DevelopmentEnglish Language DevelopmentEnglish Language Development
• Social Language:  1-3 years

• Basic Interpersonal Communication Skills
• Academic Language:  5-7 years

• Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency
• Four Domains

• Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing

• Five Standards
• Social and Instructional, Mathematics, Science, Social 

Studies, Language Arts
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Same Three Performance CriteriaSame Three Performance Criteria

54321 6

ENTERING BEGINNING DEVELOPING EXPANDING BRIDGING

R
E

 Linguistic Complexity: The amount and
quality of speech or writing for a given
situation

E
A
C
Hsituation.

 Vocabulary Usage: The specificity of words
or phrases for a given context.

I
N
G

 Language Control: The comprehensibility
of the communication based on the amount
and type of errors.and type of errors.
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Performance Definitions

ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 8



Interaction of Performance Level 
Definitions and Model Performance 
Indicators Language Proficiency 

(Performance Level Descriptions)
PIs

5 Bridging L 5
Linguistic 

Complexity
Vocabulary 

Usage
Language 

Control

4 Expanding L4

3 Developing L 3

1 Entering

2 Beginning

L 1

L 2

ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 9

1 Entering



Test Alignment with Proficiency LevelsTest Alignment with Proficiency Levels

1 2 3 4 5
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ENTERING BEGINNING DEVELOPINGEXPANDING BRIDGING
E
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H

Tier A
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G

Tier B

Tier C

Annual ACCESS for ELLs®

ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 10
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KEY TWO

REQUIREMENTS
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ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 12
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ACCESS for ELLs® Score Interpretation & Intro to ELP Standards 13
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KEY THREE

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
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Key points to remember when teaching 
ELLELLs.

• Make concepts comprehensible.
• Increase interaction.
• Increase thinking skills.g
• Devote instructional time to the basics.
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In the classroom, teachers mustIn the classroom, teachers must

 Increase comprehensibilityp y
 Increase interaction
 Increase thinking skills Increase thinking skills
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Comprehension requires:Comprehension requires:

•Vocabularyy
•Word Study

 •Fluency 
•Motivation 
•Comprehension Strategies 
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To increase comprehensibilityTo increase comprehensibility

• Build background knowledgeg g
• Use nonverbal clues
M d li• Modeling

• Adjust instructional language

18



To increase interactionTo increase interaction

• Cooperative learningp g
• Learning centers

St d  b ddi• Study buddies
• Group investigations
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To increase thinking skillsTo increase thinking skills

• Utilize Bloom’s Taxonomy y
thinking questions

• Think alouds• Think alouds
• Longer wait time  
• High expectations
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Devote instructional Devote instructional time to the to the 
b ib ibasics.basics.
• Vocabulary study and practicey y p
• Routines 

C h i  i• Comprehension organizers
• Coping strategies and motivation 
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Vocabulary requires:Vocabulary requires:

ListeningListening
Speaking
Reading
WritingWriting
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Vocabulary ToolboxVocabulary Toolbox
 Explicit word instructionp
 Word analysis
 Multiple exposures to new words Multiple exposures to new words
 Pre-Teach difficult words
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Word StudyWord Study
• Give students many and diverse 

opportunities to practice.  

• Hands-on activities are crucial  Hands on activities are crucial. 
•

Cognates:   latinamericalinks.com/spanish_cognates.html
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Building Academic VocabularyBuilding Academic Vocabulary

• Marzano’s Six Steps:p
• Provide a description, explanation, or example of the new 

term.
• Students restate term in their own words.
• Students represent term using a graphic, picture, or 

pictographpictograph.
• Engage students periodically in activities that help them 

add to their knowledge of the terms in their notebooks.
• Students use the new term in writing and conversation. 
• Involve students periodically in games that allow them to 

l  i h  
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play with terms. 
Building Academic Vocabulary by Robert J. Marzano Copyright 2005, permission 
to use granted by author.



The Importance of FluencyThe Importance of Fluency
 How is reading fluency linked to g y

comprehension?
 How is speaking fluency linked to ow s spea g ue cy e  to 

comprehension?
 How is motivation linked to both fluency  How is motivation linked to both fluency 

and comprehension?

26



The importance of motivationThe importance of motivationpp

•Relate content to the student’s own life  •Relate content to the student s own life. 
•Set clear goals.
•Achieve short term and long term goals•Achieve short-term and long-term goals.
•Use background knowledge.
•Make informed choices•Make informed choices.
•Interact with English-speaking peers.

“Mapping a Route Toward Differentiated Instruction” by Carol Ann 
Tomlinson Copyright  2005, permission to use granted by author.
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KEY FOUR

POWERFUL STRATEGIES
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Where do I start?Where do I start?Where do I start?Where do I start?
• Examine standards-based instruction:

All d   d  h ll  l• All students are exposed to challenging curricula.
• Expectations are raised for all students.
• Multiple assessment strategies are used.Multiple assessment strategies are used.
• Students may demonstrate “proficiency” at 

different times and in a variety of ways.
• Students’ readiness levels  learning profiles  and • Students’ readiness levels, learning profiles, and 

interests will be addressed at all times.
• Use both PASS and the WIDA English g

Language Proficency (ELP) Standards in 
instruction to address the language and 
content needs of ELLs.content needs of ELLs.
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Standards-Based Instruction for ELLs
“Standards-Based Instruction for English Language Learners” by Joseph Laturnau Product
#PB0102 Copyright PREL 2001 reproduced with permission by Pacific Resources for
Education and Learning, www.prel.org.
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SkillsBig IdeasKnowledgeConcepts SkillsBig IdeasKnowledgeConcepts

1.  Identify desired results.

Culminating Task and Assessment

Driving Question

2.  Determine acceptable evidence.

L i  E iLearning Experiences

3.  Plan learning experiences and instruction. 30



What does standards-based instruction have to
do with differentiated instruction?do with differentiated instruction?

31

• Standards-based instruction reminds us 
to plan in reverse.  Begin with the end 
in mind.
Wh  th  l i  l  t h   • When the goal is clear, teachers can 
think about what students need to 
know and be able to do.know and be able to do.

• Standards and Differentiation are like 
peanut butter and jelly.p j y
• Standards = What?
• Differentiation = How?
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COLLABORATION IS THE KEY
FOR ELLS.

•Types of Effective Collaboration:
•Teacher with teacher

•Content area with content area
•Content area with specialist

•Teacher with administrator
•Parent with teacher

•Parent with content areaParent with content area
•Parent with specialist

•Parent with administrator
•State level with district level
•District level with community groups
•District level with school level

•What role does collaboration
WIDA English Language Proficiency (ELP)
Standards and Priority Academic Student Skills (PASS)
Alignment Study in January 2009

What role does collaboration
play in your district?
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Discussion Time:
• Share the successful 
strategy that has 
helped improve 
achievement levels at 
your school.
• Share this strategy 
with three people.
• Write down two or 
three strategies  you g y
hear from others that 
you would like to try.

33



KEY FIVE

RESOURCES
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Where can I Iocate other materials,
i t id t j t tassistance, or ideas to jump start my

collaboration?

WEB OPPORTUNITIESWEB OPPORTUNITIES
BILINGUAL/TITLE III BILINGUAL/TITLE III 
BOOK STUDIESBOOK STUDIESBOOK STUDIESBOOK STUDIES
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Web opportunitiesWeb opportunities

 <www.delicious.com/espanola_ok>p _
 <www.delicious.com/oklahoma_ell>
 <www bilingualeducationok com> <www.bilingualeducationok.com>
 <www.wida.us>

Are you a member of the Bilingual 
Listserv?
If not, sign up with me today!
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KEY SIX

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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Let’s answer these questions!Let’s answer these questions!Let s answer these questions!Let s answer these questions!

 What do we already do?y
 What does research tell us to do?
 What does the law tell us to do? What does the law tell us to do?
 What am I going to do differently?

Wh  i   I  i   i h   What strategies can I put into use right 
away?
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Questions?Questions?QQ

M li  D M G kMelissa D. McGavock
Director of Bilingual/Title III/Migrant

Okl h  S  D  f Ed iOklahoma State Department of Education
<Melissa_McGavock@sde.state.ok.us>

(405) 521-3196
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