Grades 6-8

Story

Yep, Laurence. Dragonwings. New York: HarperCollins, 1975. (1975)
From Chapter 1X: “The Dragon Wakes (December, 1905—April, 1906)"

By the time the winter rains came to the city, we were not becoming rich, but we were doing well. Each day we put a
little money away in our cold tin can. Father never said anything, but | knew he was thinking about the day when we
might be able to afford to bring Mother over. You see, it was not simply a matter of paying her passage over on the
boat. Father would probably have to go over after her and escort her across. There had to be money for bribes—tea
money, Uncle called it—at both ends of the ocean. Mow that we no longer belonged to the Company, we somehow
had to acquire a thousand dollars worth of property, a faraway figure when you can only save nickels and dimes.

And yet the hope that we could start our own little fix-it shop and qualify as merchants steadily grew with the collec-
tion of coins in the tin can. | was happy most of the time, even when it became the time for the New Year by the Tang
people's reckoning. [...]

We took the old picture of the Stove King and smeared some honey on it before we burned it in the stove, Later that
avening we would hang up a new picture of the Stove King that we had bought inthe Tang people's town. That was
asign the Stove King had returned to his place above our stove, After we had finished burning the old picture, we sat
down to a lunch of meat pastries and dumplings.

Students compare and confrast Laurence Yep's fictional portrayal of Chinese immigrants in turn-of-the-twenti-
eth-century San Francisco in Dragonwings to historical accounts of the same period (using materials detailing
the 1906 San Francisco earthquake) in order to glean a deeper understanding of how authors use or affer his-
torical sources to create a sense of fime and place as well as make fictional characters lifelike and real. [RL.7.9]



