
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
  
Oklahoma is a state partner in the Dynamic Learning Maps® (DLM®) Alternate Assessment 
Consortium. DLM assessments are designed for students with the most significant cognitive 
disabilities and measure student mastery of academic content, which includes English language 
arts and specifically writing testlets. Because writing testlets include student creation of writing 
products that are evaluated by teachers, the DLM Consortium is conducting a study to have 
additional raters assess the student writing products to evaluate consistency of scoring and 
inform subsequent test development efforts.  
  
As a partner state, we have the opportunity to recruit educators to serve on one of three panels 
that will help with rating student writing products: 

·       Elementary (grades 3-5) 
·       Middle school (grades 6-8) 
·       High school (grades 9-12) 

 
We are writing to invite volunteers from Oklahoma school districts to serve on these DLM 
writing rater panels. We seek a diverse set of educators who have administered at least one 
writing testlet themselves in the past year, particularly those individuals with content expertise 
in English language arts and in education and assessment for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities. All volunteers must have previously administered a DLM writing testlet in 
2016–2017 or before.  
 
Selected raters will be asked to evaluate small bundles of student writing products from 
October 16–30, 2017. Assignments and materials will be delivered to raters electronically, and 
ratings will be submitted electronically as well. Raters will likely spend between 3-5 hours on the 
task. Raters will be compensated $50 per bundle of five writing products evaluated. Raters must 
indicate their ability to complete the assignment during the rating period and confirm they have 
access to a computer with internet access in order to complete the ratings. 
 
To be considered, volunteers must complete a background survey online at the following link: 
https://kansasedu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eXQvCX6PdnrheKN. The deadline to complete the 
survey is Wednesday, October 11, 2017. DLM staff will notify volunteers who are selected to 
serve on panels by Friday, October 13, 2017. 
  
We would appreciate your assistance with recruiting volunteers to serve as writing product 
raters. Questions about the writing product rating process should be directed to dlm@ku.edu. 
  
Thank you for your assistance with the recruitment process! 
  
Sincerely, 

 
Christie Stephenson 
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