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Oklahoma Early Childhood Philosophy Statement
Oklahoma’s early childhood education programs encompass all areas of development: 
intellectual, language, physical, and social; and provide appropriate challenges so that 
children learn according to their individual growth patterns.
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Pre-kindergarten Enrollment
 Pre-Kindergarten is voluntary on the 
    part of the students, parents, and the 
    school district, yet a record number 
    of students were enrolled in 
    school year 2010.
 An estimated 75% of 
    four-year-old children attend 
    public school Pre-Kindergarten 
    classes in Oklahoma.
 Pre-Kindergarten and 
    Kindergarten teachers must 
    hold at least a bachelor’s degree, 
    and be certified specifically in 
    early childhood education.
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kindergarten Enrollment
 Attendance in a half-day Kindergarten 
    program is required for all students 
    aged 5 on or before September 1.
 More than 92% of Kindergarten 
    students attend full-day programs.
 By 2011, all districts must offer 
    a full-day program with the 
    exception of districts with 
    85% bonded indebtedness.
 State funding for both Pre-
    Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
    classes is provided to schools 
    on a weighted basis in the 
    school funding or “State 
    Aid” formula.

Early Childhood Collaborations
Oklahoma public school Pre-kindergarten 
programs occur in many settings:
 Public Schools
 Head Start Centers
 Child Care Centers
 Tribal Early Childhood Centers
 Faith-Based Facilities
 YMCA Locations
 Assisted Living Centers
 Corporate Business Offices
 Private Schools
 Universities
 Vocational/Technical Schools

For documentation of the results of Oklahoma’s Pre-Kindergarten program, go online 
to the Center for Research on Children in the United States at Georgetown University at 
<http://www.crocus.georgetown.edu>.
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