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Draft Minutes 

  
  
Call to Order  
  
The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. by Chairperson Ford.  
  
Roll Call and Introductions  
  
The roll was called and the following members were present: Mark Sharp, Paula Brown, Tara Ford, Mark Jones, 
Jim Lewis, Kermit McMurry, Heather Pike, Edd Rhoades, and John Corpolongo. 
 
Members not present were: Sean Burrage, Amy Chlouber, Marti Ferretti, Renee Kiel, Jan Matthews, Amy 
Owens, Lynn Rambo-Jones, Lathonya Shivers, and Frank Stone. 
  
Approval of December 11, 2013 meeting minutes  
  
A motion was made by Paula Brown and seconded by Kermit McMurry to approve the draft minutes 
from September 18, 2013 as written.  All members present voted in the affirmative except Heather Pike 
who abstained.  The motion passed.  
 
Chairperson Ford – SPY 2015 Budget / Letter to the Governor 
Chairperson Ford stated the letter had been sent in and there was no other info. 
 
Mark Sharp – SoonerStart Contract Status 
Mark Sharp stated that the SoonerStart contract between the Departments of Education and Health has been 
approved by both agencies. The contract was delayed due to additional privacy language that the OSDE has been 
mandated to add to every contract.  
 
 
SoonerStart Routines Based Intervention (RBI) for children in child care settings – Lori Jackson / 
Robbyn Morris 
 
Lori passed out a new addendum RBI form. Robbyn and Lori developed a new form to engage child care centers 
in the RBI process.  The form will be provided to the primary child care teacher.  They can fill it out and mail it 
in or the information can be gathered over the phone. The information will be used by the Individualized Family 
Service Plan (IFSP) team to determine goals and services needed.  
 
Mark Sharp – Complaint Status 
Mark stated that there were no complaints to report at this time. 
 



 

Mark Sharp – Budget and Funding 
Sequestration News –Mark passed out a draft of the IDEA Part C federal allocations.  It projects Oklahoma to 
have a $122,000 increase in federal funds.  The increase will fill the sequestration hole we had in this year’s 
budget. We do not have any indication on next year’s State funding. The governor is proposing a 5% cut in state 
agencies executive budget.  
 
Monitoring Update – Jeanette Atha/LouAnne Mullens 
Completed 1st quarter onsite. Annual Performance Report (APR) was submitted in February and have started on 
2nd quarter. SoonerStart database and process can go onsite if need be. 412 surveys were returned to date. Latisha 
Coats with OPC helped Lou Ann and Jeanette this info together. 
 
Mark Sharp - 2014 Legislative Session 
Mark stated that the agency coordinators will be working with Family Leadership Committee to come up with 
strategies for SoonerStart families to carry the programs message to the legislature.  John Corpolongo stated that 
there is a bill being considered that would move the Children First program from Oklahoma State Department of 
Health (OSDH) to the Oklahoma Commission for Children and Youth (OCCY). Mark reported that HB 2414 was 
being considered.  This bill would add additional language to the Lindsey Nichole Henry Scholarship.  The 
language would allow students transition from SoonerStart and eligible for IDEA Part B services to apply for the 
scholarship without waiting one year.   
 
Michelle Reeves – Oklahoma Parents as Teachers (OPAT) Review 
OSDE has funded 38 programs. She gets data reports monthly with how many families have been seen. The 
OPAT Grant money (state funds) is distributed to the school districts based upon daily activity and membership.  
 
Amy Chlouber – Infant Mental Health 
Amy was not present. 
 
Heather Pike – Family Leadership 
Did no meet in January, February 26th will meet for advocacy efforts in the HSC in the Rogers building. 
 
Mark Sharp – Oklahoma State Department of Education Report 
Mark stated that we are working very hard on how we are doing trainings and no having our STARS professional 
development program. The SoonerStart staff are working to build a new orientation training. He stated that 
OSDE staff are now invited to participate in some of the Health Department web-based trainings. Mark discussed 
personnel meetings for the OSDE staff.  He stated OSDE currently has 4 budgeted vacancies. 
 
John Corpolongo – Oklahoma State Department of Health Report 
John stated that OSDH is reviewing all of our contracts to prepare for FY-15. John stated new SLP in Delaware 
County. Need to hire 1 additional SLP and 1 support staff position.  
 
 
New Business 
Tara Ford talked about trainings in Tulsa/Clinton. Person Centered Thinking training in line with RBI. Tara Ford 
thanked SoonerStart staff for all they do and their help 14 years ago with her twins.  
  
 
Public Comments 
Chairperson Ford thanked everyone for attending.  
  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:12am.  


