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Individuals With Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) B Advisory Panel Update 

September 17, 2012

SEQUESTRATION

Sequestration and How it Affects 
Federal Funding

http://prezi.com/dqdfejmfifzf/sequestration-you-what-this-
means-for-you-your-family-and-your-community/

By Daniel Bremer-Wirtig
Advocating for education reform and funding, specifically 
for college access initiatives 
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SEQUESTRATION – WHAT DOES THAT MEAN FOR 
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES?

 Oklahoma IDEA Part B funds –
• The U.S. Department of Education’s (USDE) budget will be

reduced by approximately $3.5 billion.
• For FY 2014, Oklahoma districts will lose approximately:

• Part B Funds (3-21) – $10,500,000
• Part B Preschool Funds (3-5) – $270,000

• Districts have been advised to plan ahead concerning personnel
and services.

• Some districts will experience a greater impact than others.
• The USDE will announce updates after October 2012.
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WHAT IS THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP?

The parent or legal guardian of a public school student with
a disability may exercise their parental option and request
to have a Lindsey Nicole Henry scholarship awarded for the
child to enroll in and attend a private school if specific
conditions are met.

CONDITIONS OF THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP

 The student has spent the prior school year in attendance
at an Oklahoma public school. This is defined by a
student being enrolled in and reported by the public
school for funding purposes during the preceding school
year and is currently on an Individualized Education
Program (IEP)

 The student must be accepted by an approved Oklahoma
private school accredited by the State Board of Education
or another accrediting association approved by the State
Board of Education for students with IEPs.

1. Prior Year attendance with current IEP

2.   Private school acceptance
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APPROVED PRIVATE SCHOOLS LISTED ON THE OSDE 
WEB SITE

http://ok.gov/sde/lindsey-nicole-henry-lnh-scholarship-program-
children-disabilities

HISTORY OF THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP

House Bill 3393 (70 O.S. § 13-102.2) became effective
August 27, 2010.

Parent 
requests 
acceptance 
to private 
school

Parent formally 
requests LNHS from 
public school

Public School 
requests calculation 
amount from OSDE

Public School pays 
parent max. 
scholarship 

amount or tuition, 
whichever is less.

Everyone had responsibilities
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HISTORY OF THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP

House Bill 1744 (70 O.S. § 13-101.2) amended the LNH 
Scholarship and became effective on August 26, 2011.  

Parent 
requests 
acceptance 
to private 
school

Parent formally 
requests LNHS from 

the OSDE

OSDE calculates the 
amount of the 
scholarship.

OSDE pays parent
maximum 
scholarship 

amount or tuition, 
whichever is less.

Responsibilities Changed Hands

HISTORY OF THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP

House Bill 3090 (70 O.S. § 13-101.2) amended the LNH
Scholarship and became effective on August 28, 2012.

The amendment:

 Clarifies language;

 Provides for proration;

 Modifies time period for notification; and

 Amends duties and termination date of the Task Force
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MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP
 The maximum scholarship granted for an eligible student with

disabilities shall be a calculated amount equivalent to the local and
county revenue for the school district which is chargeable in the
State Aid formula, state-dedicated revenue, and state-appropriated
funds per weighted average daily membership generated by that
student for the applicable school year.

 The weighted average daily membership will be determined using
the grade and disability weights only. The maximum scholarship
amount shall be calculated by the State Board of Education for
each year the student is participating in the scholarship program.

 The amount of the scholarship will be the preceding amount or the
amount of tuition and fees for the private school, whichever is less,
and may be prorated under certain instances.

Grade
Disability 

Category(s)

Maximum 
Scholarship 

Amount

• Parents must obtain acceptance from an approved private school,
observing the formal application process to the OSDE annually by
December 1st of the school year during which the scholarship is
requested.

• Acceptance of a scholarship will have the same effect as a
parental revocation of consent to service pursuant to 20 U.S.C.,
Sections 1414(a) (D) and 1414(C) of the IDEA.

• The parent shall assume full financial responsibility for the
education of the student, including but not limited to
transportation to and from the private school.

SCHOLARSHIP FACTS
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SCHOLARSHIP FACTS

• The parent shall fully comply with the parental involvement
requirements of the private school and attend regularly, unless
excused by the school for illness or other good cause.

• Payments to reimburse parents for tuition and fees will be
processed quarterly in arrears.

• At any time the parent may remove the student from private
school and place the student in another private school that is
eligible for the program or return the student to public school.

• Public School District must notify parents of children with
disabilities of the scholarship at least annually.

PARTICIPATION IN THE LNH SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

 Number of participating students  in FY 2012 – 149

 Scholarship funds reimbursed in FY 2012 – $969,166.07

 Number of participating students to date in FY 2013 – 180

 Scholarship funds granted to date in FY 2013 – $1,314,969.46
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LNH SCHOLARSHIP WEB PAGE - UPDATED INFORMATION

www.ok.gov/sde

Cynthia Valenzuela, Executive Director
(405) 521-4872

Cynthia.Valenzuela@sde.ok.gov

Anita Eccard, Financial Planning
(405) 521-4865

Anita.Eccard@sde.ok.gov

Felica Denton, Finance Administrative Assistant
(405) 521-4857

Felica.Denton@sde.ok.gov


