Memo: Update on Policies/Procedures and Forum for Public Comment

Currently, the Oklahoma State Department of Education - Special Education Services section shared that
we would be updating our state policies and procedures for special education. The updating of our
policies and procedures is being completed as a two part process. The first part of the process is
comprised of policies. These policies direct local education agencies (LEAs) and other interested parties
to information regarding responsibilities under the IDEA 2004 and the IDEA regulations of 2006, which
took effect on October 13, 2006, and requirements by the state of Oklahoma that exceed federal
regulation. This information will go before the Oklahoma State Board of Education for approval on May
30, 2013. You can view the policy draft, released March 31,2013, on our webpage here.

The second part of the process comprises procedures regarding special education. These procedures
will be detailed in a handbook and will serve as a living document. The handbook is a guide, not a
regulatory document; hence it does not provide legal advice, nor should it serve in lieu of the Oklahoma
Administrative Code. This handbook will be updated on an ongoing basis in order to better meet the
needs of our students and schools. We have uploaded several documents for public comment via
Special Education Wiki and will be adding more as they become available. All documents will be
uploaded by April 15, 2013 and will be available on the wiki for public comment until May 15, 2013.

Policy Dates*:

1) Public Hearings:

a. April 9from 4pm to 6pm (OSDE State Board Room)

b. April 11 from 4pm to 6pm (OSDE State Board Room and Sooner Start Tulsa Office)
2) Written comments must be received by May 10, 2013
3) Policy submitted for OSDE State Board of Education approval on May 30, 2013

*For details, please see attached “Public Notice”.
Handbook Dates:

1) Handbook documents available on or before April 15, 2013
2) Public comment for handbook closes May 15, 2013
3) Handbook available July 1, 2013

We will continue to use the Special Education Wiki as a collaborative tool while we develop new

technical assistance documents and resources. Feel free to comment on all information posted.

As always, the best way to seek assistance is to visit our website or call us at (405) 521-3351.



