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The Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading (PAR) provides a process for 
making informed decisions about reading 
accommodations.

What is the Protocol 
for Accommodations 
in Reading (PAR)?

How does it work?
 A Screening tool used to determine 

a student’s optimal reading 
method.

 Reading material is offered through
 Student read aloud,
 Adult Reader, or 
 Text-reader.

 Optimal reading method is 
determined through the student’s 
ability to answer related 
comprehension questions.
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PAR manual page 14

Students appropriate for PAR
Students with documented 

disabilities.
Students in tier two or three of 

Response to Intervention (RtI).
General education students 

struggling with reading.
English language learners 

(ELL).
PAR manual page 15

Purpose of PAR

To examine the effectiveness of 
reading accommodations to help a 
student access the curriculum, not
to test reading ability or identify 
reading interventions.

PAR manual page 13
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Access PAR
http://www.donjohnston.com/par/

Register for free

Windows users: You'll get an option to Open or 
Save. Click SAVE to a location of your choice. 
Then open the par_2014.zip file and click the link 
to 'Extract all files'.

Mac users: The file should automatically 
download directly to your default download 
location as a .zip file.

Download file to computer
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Access “About these forms file”

1. Open 
folder

2. Open 
file

File name: “About 
These Forms”

Purpose: Gives 
guidance on 
getting started with 
PAR

Getting Started

1. Copy files to 
administer 
screening

2. Select students 
to screen

3. Administer 
Screening/ 
Evaluate

4. Determine 
appropriate 

accommodation

PAR Process
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File organization prior to 
screening
A few logistics to consider

1. Copy files to 
administer 
screening

Make copies of forms
 PAR background 

data (1 for each 
student)

 PAR administration 
results (1 for each 
student)

 PAR Likert graphic (1 
copy laminated, 
can be reused)

Data forms location

1. Open file. 2. Print 3. Copy
for each 
student

Multiple Copies

Multiple Copies
1 copy laminated

4. Organize
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Make a file of reading passages

1. Open file. 2. Print 1 copy. 

Make a file of scoring forms

1. Open file. 2. Print.

Students identified 
for screening 
include:
Students who struggle to decode or read 

with fluency, but demonstrate the ability 
to comprehend at a significantly higher 
level when an adult reads aloud.

Students receiving reading interventions 
who are struggling to keep up in content 
level classes. PAR manual page 15

2. Select students 
to screen
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OSTP Nonstandard 
Accommodation Requirement
The student has a disability that severely 
limits or prevents him from decoding 
printed text at any level of difficulty, even 
after varied and repeated attempts to 
teach the student to do so (i.e. the student 
is a non-reader, not simply reading below 
grade level); and

http://www.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/OSTP%20Acco
mmodations.pdf

OSTP Nonstandard 
Accommodation Requirement
The student can only access printed 
materials through a screen reader 
(assistive technology), human reader, 
and/or is provided with spoken text on 
audiotape, CD, video, or other electronic 
format during routine instruction, except 
when the student is being taught to 
decode; and

http://www.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/OSTP%20Acco
mmodations.pdf

OSTP Nonstandard 
Accommodation Requirement
The IEP or Section 504 team will utilize and 
provide the required documentation from 
the OSTP ELA/Reading Test Read-Aloud 
Protocol; this includes the use of the 
Protocol for Accommodations in Reading 
(PAR) or the AIM Navigator for deaf or 
blind students, and must be uploaded into 
the Nonstandard Accommodations Single 
Sign-on Application.
http://www.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/OSTP%20Acco
mmodations.pdf
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Documents

Background data
Grade level comprehension scoring 

form

PAR Administration Results

3. Administer 
Screening/ 
Evaluate

1. Student’s 
Oral 

Reading
2. Adult 
Reader

3. Text 
Reader

Complete background data
 Complete 

background data 
form for each 
student.

 Document disability 
type, evaluation 
data, and prior 
experience with 
reading 
accommodations.

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Background data

Allow ample time for screening
 15 minutes per 

reading passage

 PAR can be 
administered across 
all three conditions 
in about 45 minutes.

 Can be 
administered in 2-3 
short sessions.

PAR manual page 19
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Screening Materials
 Computer or laptop with text 

reader software, charger, 
mouse

 Reading materials

 Digital files of all reading 
passages loaded on the 
computer

 Timer

 Likert graphic PAR manual page 18

Administer PAR

Explain situation 
to student

“Today we’re going to find out the 
ways you like to read.”

“First you’re going to read, then I’m 
going to read to you, then you’re 
going to listen to the computer.”

3. Administer 
Screening/ 
Evaluate

PAR manual page 21
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Complete Demographic 
Information

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Admin Results

Oral reading (student)
 Give the student a copy of the paper text.
 Before reading, cover the passage and read 

the title

2nd grade reading passage example
Read this.

“What do you think this story 
will be about?”

1. Student’s 
Oral 

Reading

Oral reading (student)
 Student reads aloud a reading passage at 

his/her documented independent reading 
level.

2nd grade reading passage example

Read this.

“Read this out loud. I’ll 
ask you some 
questions when you’re 
done.”
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Oral reading: guidance
 The student should finish reading the passage. 
 You will note misread words, substitutions and 

omissions.

Student copy

Oral reading: sequence

 Record # words per minute. Circle the last 
word read at the end of one minute 

 Student rates whether they liked or disliked 
reading modality 

 Ask comprehension questions

Oral reading: WPM
 Timer: Record # words per minute. Circle the last 

word read at the end of one minute (skip if reading is 
exceptionally slow)

 Typical word per minute (wpm) target rates:
Grade Beg. Year Middle Year End Year

2 50 70 90
3 70 90 110
4 95 110 125
5 110 125 140
6 125 140 150
7 125 140 150
8 130 140 150 PAR manual page 22
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Record student response

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 2 Scoring Forms

Student reads entire passage, teacher follows along on scoring form.

Student rates Read this.
“Tell me how you liked 
reading to yourself.”

Record 
response on 
scoring form

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 2 Scoring Forms

Oral reading comprehension
 Do NOT take away the paper text
 Ask the comprehension questions
 STOP after 3 incorrect responses or if frustration 

is evident
 If student does not pass the comprehension 

portion, you may want to go to a lower grade 
level.
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Ask comprehension questions

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 2 Scoring Forms

Adult reader at 
student’s grade level

 Give the student a copy of the paper text.
 Before reading, cover the passage and read 

the title

5th grade reading passage example

2. Adult 
Reader

Read this.“What do you think this story 
will be about?”

Adult reader 
accommodation
 The adult reads a passage to the student at the 

student’s current grade level.
 Read the passage at a rate that is 20% faster 

than the student’s oral reading rate.
5th grade reading example

2. Adult 
Reader
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Student rates
Read this.

“Tell me how you liked 
having someone read 
to you out loud.”

Record 
response on 
scoring form

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 5 Scoring Forms

Adult reader: comprehension
 Do NOT take away the paper text
 Ask the comprehension questions
 STOP after 3 incorrect responses or if frustration 

is evident
 If student does not pass the comprehension 

portion, you may want to go to a lower grade 
level.

Ask comprehension questions

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 5 Scoring Forms
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Access reading passages

Open file.

http://www.speakcomputers.com/Windows7/Narrator.aspx

Access text to speech

Text reader at 
student’s grade level

 Open the Text Reader Practice passage.
 Open & minimize the grade level passage, set 

the text reader to a speed that corresponds to 
the student’s oral reading rate plus 20%.

 Consider options to change the voice & 
speed.

5th grade reading passage example

Read this.“What do you think this story 
is about?”

3. Text 
Reader

Before reading, cover the passage on the screen and 
read the title. Have student read and predict what it 
might be about.
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Text reader 
accommodation
 The computer  reads a passage to the student 

at the student’s current grade level.
 The text speed is set at a rate that is 20% faster 

than the student’s oral reading rate.
5th grade reading example

3. Text 
Reader

Student rates
Read this.

“Tell me how you liked 
having the computer 
read to you.”

Record 
response on 
scoring form

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 5 Scoring Forms

Text reader: comprehension
 Leave the text version on the screen
 Ask the comprehension questions
 STOP after 3 incorrect responses or if frustration 

is evident
 If student does not pass the comprehension 

portion, you may want to go to a lower grade 
level.
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Ask comprehension questions

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Scoring Forms: Grade 5 Scoring Forms

Final question for student
 Which type of reading did you like best?
 Reading by yourself, having an adult read to you, or using 

the computer?

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Admin Results Form

Document 
preference on 
PAR Admin 
Results Form

Dismiss student from 
screening session
Reward for effort 

Document evaluation 
results
Complete all related paperwork
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PAR Tutorial

http://vimeo.com/71040929

Documents to 
complete

Background data
Grade level comprehension scoring 

form

PAR Administration Results

3. Administer 
Screening/ 
Evaluate

1. Student’s 
Oral 

Reading
2. Adult 
Reader

3. Text 
Reader

Record results

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Admin Results

Record results for 
each screening 
format
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Quartiles explained

Upper quartile (green): 75-100% 
accuracy
Example: 7 out of 8 questions

Mid-2 quartiles (yellow): 25-75% accuracy
Example: 4 out of 8 questions

Bottom quartiles (red): 0-25% accuracy
Example: 2 out of 8 questions

Corresponds to 
comprehension 
accuracy

Quartile colors
Guidance for quartiles is provided 

at the bottom of each scoring form

2nd grade 
example

Document oral reading 
comprehension results

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Admin Results

5 out of 8

1. Write # correct out of # 
possible

2. Highlight red, yellow, or 
green according to 
quartile
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PAR 
Administration 
Results
Complete 

additional 
observations

Provide 
recommendations

PAR Grade Level Passages & Forms: Data Forms: PAR Admin Results

4. Determine 
appropriate 

accommodation

Recommendations include:
Reading conditions that are/are not 

effective
Student preferences
Strategies to promote reading 

independence
Availability for school resources
Professional development for staff
Strategies for home 

PAR manual page 26

Benefits of PAR: Final thoughts

http://vimeo.com/93628169


