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Re-Define the High School Senior Year
N E W  S K I L L S  F O R  Y O U T H  G R A N T 

What’s the Issue?
Currently, too many students leave high school unprepared for college or career.  Students 
often mark time during their senior year and are not engaged in relevant, rigorous courses. 
Students need strategies to help them as they prepare for transitions throughout life.  It is 
important that as students progress through school the relevance between their classes and 
their post-graduation plans is made clear. Career Pathways strategies can be implemented in 
the classroom to help students understand how their education prepares them for their college 
and career goals. 

So…Why Re-Define the HS Senior Year?
Re-define the senior year so that students have the opportunity engaging, relevant coursework 
that prepares them for college and career including but not limited to: dual enrollment, 
concurrent enrollment, Advanced Placement courses, Career technology academies, 
stackable credentials. Students can participate in programs to acquire industry certification, 
apprenticeships, internships, and mentorships. 

Why It Matters…
Students are more likely to be prepared for college or career based on their interests and 
passions. Individual Career Academic Plans provide a platform for academic advising based 
on the intentional coursework. Through personalized goal setting, a student maps out their 
progress and supports so that they are motivated and on track to complete their education. 

What are the Challenges?
Flexible schedules are needed to enable students to have work-based learning, competency-
based courses and support for advanced learning opportunities. Challenges exist in placing 
students in meaningful internships, apprenticeships or mentorships that align with student 
interests. 

Things to consider:    
• Transition Courses for Postsecondary Preparation
• Internships, Mentorships
• Project-Based Learning 
• Concurrent Enrollment
• Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate 
• Individual Career Academic Plans 


