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■ 2013 Oklahoma Teacherof theYear Finalist

“Knowing I am inspiring hope for my students as my teachers did for 
me is what I believe is my most profound achievement. I get up every 
morning excited about the potential of making a difference. Every day 
I walk into my class, I can change a life. I can make a difference.”

Educational Preparation
B.S. in Science from the University of Oklahoma
M.A. in Education from the University of Central Oklahoma
National Board Certified Teacher

Current Teaching Position
6th Grade Science

Years of Experience
3 years in present position
7 years total

Philosophy of Teaching
“Teachers must prepare students like a coach prepares a team. Spending time on 
knowledge and skills is important, but the best preparation is playing the game. 
We must get to the heart of education by having students solve real problems, 
improve through engineering, and work together on authentic issues.“

Oklahoma Teacher of the Year Message
“Teachers are in the business of changing lives. In the business world, when a company 
goes under, all assets are sold and any unpaid debt is forgiven. When a teacher defaults 
on the business of learning, what is lost is an irreplaceable year of development in a young 
person’s life. This cannot be forgiven. In fact, it’s unforgivable. Failure is not an option.”


