Transition at Age Three
Stepsfor Success
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Ag parenis of 2 young child recaking cerly interantion senices, you are partnars with your SoonerStart
staff. ‘Whan your chid tums thrae and greduatas from SoonerStart, @ new advanture begirs. As you
ssplora your options bayord SoonarStart, you may considar 2 Head Start program, 2 day cars centar, or
your local school district iio rama & fow). ‘Wa call this process transition.

Transition may bagin whan your child is 2 monthe, but reo later than 32 months. At this ime, you sill work
with your Resource Coordinator to dewelop 2 transition plan that will b= part of tha Individuzl Family
Sarvice Plan IFSF). Your childs Rescurce Coordinator will also notify the local school distict of your
child's upcoming third birthday in tha ewent that your child may ba &ligible for sarices. SconarStart doss
not determina algbility for school districts. Tha schiool district may do testirg to determing your child's

aligibility for sanvces in tha sdhoal.

Planning the Move

Transitions are natural events for all of us. Remam-
bar your first day of school? 'What about the day
you brought your new baby home? Succassful trar-
sitions require plannirg ahsad and working with
oithars who can halp.

Your familys culture will ako bring 2 wnigqua set
of valuas, bslisk, customs, 2nd bahaviors that may
affact how you plan ard the dhoices you maks.
Through the IFSF process, your family sst goaks
based on your priorities and concerrs, ard identi-
fied sarvicas and support that you needad to reach
the goals. Cunirg trarsition, youwill idantify peopls
ard agencies that can halp you 1o continua o ac
Cass servicms you ana currently recsiving. Some
sarvioss may not be aveilabla aftar SconarStart.
In that casa, SoonerStart will halp you find ways
for you and your child to integrete acthities into
your family's daily life with family membars or
friardk.

Ak you plan, ask yourselh

= What do | hops and draam for my child?
= What doas my child reed now to gros
and dawalop?
» Whers do |'want my child to play and learn?

Choices After
SoonerStart

If yoour child mowes to tha school distizt’s program
for childran with diszbilitias, you will fird this pro-
gram addrasses your child's educational nesds; but
rot nesds outside of school. The schoal has tha
resporsibility to provide your child with 2n appmo-
priata education in the least restrictive srvironmant
[LRE]. Tz meaat your othar reeds, you may hava to
choosa other resocunces.

Thase mey ircludsa

= Friands with young childran

= Local parent support organizations

= Cooparative play groups

= Family child cara

» Haed Start

= Mot hark D=y Out programes

= Library story howrs

= Commurity reoreetion programs

= Child cars canters

= Communityrion-profit organizatiors
that focus on parenting
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Transition from SoonerStart
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Transition Planning

Conference

&t tha trensition planning conferenca (TPC), you,
EoonarStat personnal, and othar paople you
invita will mast with pecple from programs you are
comsidering for your child. Thesa programs might
indwda youwr loml school district, Haad Start, child
cara, a Mothers Day Out program, or other
programs in your community. H you have sewarsl
options, you may hawe more than cne TPC. If you
ara considaring a group program for your child, the
mastingls] may induds visits to tha actual diass-
MOITE oF program sites. With your consant, your
child's ewaluation andior assessmaent irformation
and IF5F will ba sant to tha programis) of your
chaica prior to tha TPC so that thosa staff will be
familiar with your family. In aocordanca with federal
law and State policy, the tersition [TPC) mestings)
poours at least 90 days bafora your child's third
birthocay:

School Distriet Services
Evaluation, Eligibility Datarmination,

and Individualized Education Program {IEF]
Eligibity raquiemants for schoal district serdcs
are different from those for SoonarStart. Tha schaoal
must datarming that your child meats oiteriz as
a child with a disabdity and = in nead of spedial-
izad servicas. & comprehensive ewveluation must

ba conducted to detarming i your child iz aligibla.

The evaluaticn will provide infoemation about your
childs unigua talents and naeds to |'-a|p you and
tha staff decide on servicas. Othar sowces of infor-
matice, swch as your childs SoonerStart or doctoes”
recands, will also ba considarad.
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Meeting with the
School Districet Staff

if school district servicas for chiddron with dsabil-

tias ara an opticn for your child, the transition meat-

ing is 2 chance for you, SocnerStart providars, and

schoaol district staff to plan the tramsition process.

School district staff can explain dligibility citeria,

service options, and how an educational plan wil

ba davalopad for your child. You and cthars you

invita can gwe the school distiict personnel infoe

maticn abaut your child. At the meeting, the schoal

district staff will:

* Explain the programis] in your native languaga.

o Discuss alighdity requiraments and avaluation
proceduras.

 Explain the naxt stop in the process.

* Explan your parental nghts and answar your
quastions.

e Discuss options forwhara serices may ba
provided.

» Corsider your family's concerns about tha change
in servicas and the transition process.

Az a parent you have information about your child
that no one clsa has. Dunng tha mecting, you can
share what you know. To halp school district staff
understand your family, you can:

o Shara information you feel is important about your
child and family.

» Azk quastions.

o Sharo ideas and draams for goals and objectivas.

» Irvits friends, refatives, or child care staff who may
hava useful information.

* Descriva your child's activitias and routines.

The IEP Team

H your child iz ofigible for serwicas, 2 toam will meat
to develop an Indvidualized Education Program
(IEP) for your child. The paople on the team will
indude you as parents, tha evaluator who & able
to exphyin test rasults to you, an administratve
reprasantativa (princpal or dasignec), 3 ganaral
education taachar, a spadal sducation teachet
and cthar sarvice providers if applicable (pacdch
tharapist, occupational or physical therapist). You
may imite people to partiopaete, as well.

Developing the IEP

Az you dovalop the IEP, tha IEP team will considar
your chids strengths and neads, your concerns
and goals, avaluation results, and factors that will
help your child progress. These factors may indude
behavioral considarations, language needs ifor
English Language Leamars), or Assistive Technology,
if noaded

Az part of your childs [EP team, you will halp
develop annual goals for your child. Tha goak
will address your chid’s identified necds. Thay will
enzble your child to be involved and progress in
ago-appropriate activities. Goals are written so
that your childs prograzs can be measurad.
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Making Service
Decisions

The [EP team then decides on the sanices your
child will recaiva. The team choosas how often,
how long, and where your chidd will receive
services. By law, your child must receve services
in the laast restrictve armaronment (LRE). if your
child turns thrae during the summer months,
extendad school year (ESY) services must be
comsidered, though is not needad for all children.
Once the team agrses on the plan, it is finakzed
and you are aked to sign tha IEP and consant
for services.

Other issues you may discuss at the maeting
indude planning to maka your childs first days
in the new program happy and successful. You
may wish to schedula visits to tha naw dassroom,
or ta meet cthars who will ba irvolved with making
your child 2z successful as pozsible.

Speaking Up

f you do not understand something, ask ques-
tiors. No quastion is too small. Thae kay to » good
baginning is communication among all who know
and care for your child. As you ta%, you will think
of many creative ides to help your child enjoy the
stop ahaad. f problems arise, thay can ba dscussed
with opennass and respect.

Other Options

i your child is determined to be incligible for
schoo! district sarwices, your resourca coordinator
will assEt you in exploring and planrng for othar
options. Those optiors may incduda soma of the
community servicas explorad eardier as you began
looking into possibilitias for transition.

Items Needed for
Enro Your
Child in School

» Birth cortificata

» Social securty card

* Buraau of Indian Affairs card

o Currant immunization record

* Sooner Cara/Medicaid Card

o Availabla medical racords

o Proof of residancy

» List of emaergency contacts and thesr
phone numbers

* Haalth infoemation about your child

H you have any questions at ary time during this
process, please visit with your Resource Coordina-
tor for additional help.
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Differences Between the IFSP and the IEP

Some significant differancas exist among the types of semvices providad for dhildren under age thres and

their famibas and the sardces prosided for children with disabilitics agad threa throwgh fra years. Your

family may want to know some of thasa diffarances before discussing services with tha schoal to peewveant

misunderstandings.

Individualized Family

Sarvice Plan (IFSP)

Individualized Education
Program (IEF)

Includas information about tha dhild's presant
lewals of davalopment.

'With tha family's approval, ' may ako Includa
tha familys resources, prionties, and concams
refatad 1o helping tha developmsant of thair
childl

Includes information abouwt tha dhild’s presant
levals of performance and participation In
davelopmentzly appropriate actvitikas.
Includes information abouwt tha parent’s
corcams for enhanong the chikds education.

Tha family detamines the cutcomas.

Tha IEP taam (paremts or quanrdians, taachars,
administrative representativa, and ralated
servica providers who may work with tha
child, :Em-nmm the goaks

Includas tha major cutcomes desired for
tha child and family, and the oitaria,
proceduras, and timedins used 1o detarmming:

+ Tha dagresa to which progress towand
achisving cutcomss & baing made; and

+ Whathar modifications or revislons of
tha ouiDomss ans rROEssang

Includes meamreabla annual gaals,
acadamic and functional, deskgred ta:

« Erablka tha child to be involved In and
maka progress In tha ganaral cumioulum;

« Explain freguancy of progress reports and
hioew thary will ba provided.

Inchudes tha natural snvircrmant whers
sarvicas will ba provedied.

Includez an avplanation of tha axtant,
if any, that tha dhild will nat particpata with
nondisabled childean In regular actiities or
classas (least restrictve arvronmeant].

Includas tha spacific aarly imerventon
senvices necessany to meet tha uriqua
neds of tha child and the family to adhieve
idantified cutcomsas, stating typeis) of
sarvicas, how often, and far how long they
will ba deltvarad.

Includes tha spacal education, ralatad
services, supplmental alds and servicas,
modfications, and supports to b provided
ta help tha child and participate In
davelopmentzly appropriate actvitikas.
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Questions, Notes, Important Phone Numbers, ete.
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