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Statutory Training Requirements for School Board Members  
 

 Requirements of 
pledge for New and 
Incumbent Board 
Member Instruction 
under 70 O.S. § 5-110*

Additional local and 
continuing education 
requirements under 70 
O.S. § 5-110.1 

Total Training Hours  
(New Member 
Instruction + 
Continuing Ed 
requirements) 

 
Newly-elected board 
members 

Twelve (12) hours*  
within  
fifteen (15) months of 
date of election  
[§ 5-110(A),(C)] 

Three (3) year term:  9 
hours prior to filing for 
reelection  
Four (4) year term:  12 
hours prior to filing for 
reelection 
Five (5) year term or 
more:  15 hours prior to 
filing for reelection 
[§ 5-110.1(A)] 

Three (3) year 
term:  Twenty-one (21) 
hours 
Four (4) year 
term:  Twenty-four (24) 
hours 
Five (5) year term or 
more:  Twenty-seven (27) 
hours  

Newly-appointed board 
members 

Twelve (12) hours*  
within  
fifteen (15) months of 
date of appointment  
[§ 5-110(A)] 

N/A  
 
Note:  70 O.S. § 5-110.1 
applies only to board members 
“elected to a full term of 
office…”  

Twelve (12) hours 

Re-elected incumbent 
board member (had to 
be elected to the term 
immediately prior, and 
could not have held the 
seat by appointment) 

Six (6) hours* within 
fifteen (15) months of 
date of reelection  [§5-
110(B)] 
 
Note:  70 O.S. § 5-110(B) is 
triggered “when an 
incumbent of a district 
board of education files a 
notification and declaration 
of candidacy for reelection.”  
Thus, the six (6) hour 
refresher requirement is not 
triggered until the 
incumbent files to run for 
office at the next election 
and is reelected. 

Three (3) year 
term:  Nine (9) hours 
prior to filing for 
reelection  
Four (4) year 
term:  Twelve (12) hours 
prior to filing for 
reelection 
Five (5) year term or 
more:  Fifteen (15) hours 
prior to filing for 
reelection 
[§ 5-110.1(A)] 

Three (3) year 
term:  Fifteen (15) hours 
Four (4) year 
term:  Eighteen (18) hours 
Five (5) year term or 
more:  Twenty-one (21) 
hours  

Appointed incumbent 
board member (must 
have held the seat in 
the term immediately 
prior)  

N/A 
 
Note:  70 O.S. § 5-110(C) 
expressly exempts 
incumbents from the twelve 
(12) hour new board 
member training 
requirements in 70 O.S. § 5-
110(A) 

N/A 
 
Note:  70 O.S. § 5-110.1 
applies only to board members 
“elected to a full term of 
office…” 
 
Per 26 O.S. § 13A-110, 
persons appointed in the first 
half of a term serve only until 
the next year’s regular election; 
persons appointed in the 
second half of a term serve the 
remainder of the term.

N/A 

*Per 70 O.S. § 5-110(A) and (B), after 1/1/14 must include at least one (1) hour of instruction in school finance, one (1) hour of 
instruction in the Oklahoma Open Records Act and the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act and one (1) hour of instruction in ethics. 


