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The Impact of Animal Protection

  1    Throughout history, human activities have changed or destroyed the 
habitats that animals need to survive. One of these activities has been the 
construction of roads and buildings in areas that were once wild. Building 
in these areas has destroyed animal homes, food, or water supplies. People 
have also cut down trees for lumber, which has destroyed the homes of 
animals living in those trees. Likewise people have hunted animals for their 
meat, fur, or other body parts. In addition, pollution caused by humans has 
affected some of the places that animals live.

  2    Due to animals habitats being disturbed as well as other reasons, 
scientists and researchers track animals in the wild to see if their numbers 
are changing. When an animal’s numbers decrease until they are at 
risk of disappearing completely, they may be classified as threatened or 
endangered. When there are no more of the species left in the world, they 
are classified as extinct. As some animals become extinct, other animals 
are affected. Because some human activities can have a negative impact on 
animals, many people believe that animals must be protected.

  3    One way that people have tried to protect animals from extinction is to 
establish nature parks and sanctuaries. People cannot build or hunt in those 
areas, and rangers are there to watch over the animals. The public is often 
allowed to enjoy these animals by driving through the reserves and viewing 
the animals in a wide-open atmosphere.

  4    Many nature parks have programs that keep animals in protected places. 
By putting them in controlled environments, the animals can live safely, 

Writing Topic:

People have different viewpoints about whether animals, including 
endangered animals, should live in the wild or in man-made 
environments. Write an argument whether any animal should be 
kept in a controlled environment, such as zoos or nature parks. Be 
sure to state a claim and address an opposing claim using evidence 
presented in both passages.

Before you begin planning and writing your response, read the  
two passages:

1. “The Impact of Animal Protection”
2. “Do Animals Lose in Zoos?”
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and their numbers can increase through supervised breeding programs. 
However, in these environments animals many times cannot choose their 
own mates as they do when living in the wild. Issues with this type of forced 
breeding have been seen in zoos when a male and female fail to have 
offspring.

  5    In man-made animal habitats, animals are fed on a regular schedule, 
receive medical care, and are protected from predators and hunters. The 
goal is to properly care for animals that may not survive in the wild. After 
time though, some of these animals may be released back into their wild 
habitats. However, if not handled properly, this release can be dangerous for 
animals since they will now be forced to hunt for prey and use their instincts 
and survival skills once again.

  6    Keeping animals protected has proven to be beneficial and increase the 
populations of endangered animals. These programs have helped bring 
several animals—black-footed ferrets, California condors, red wolves, golden 
lion tamarins, and others—back from near extinction over the last 30 years.

  7    Despite saving animals that were close to extinction, protecting animals 
in a controlled environment is not always the best plan. When animals are 
in these environments, they are isolated from other animals, their ability to 
hunt and their natural diet is limited, and the space they have to roam is 
decreased. In the wild, animals share their territory with other species, and 
the idea of survival of the fittest is very apparent. When animals are taken 
out of the wild, the innate instincts they have to survive are suppressed and, 
in some cases, completely gone.

  8    By allowing endangered animals to live in a protected environment, 
animals are able to reproduce and be saved from extinction, but it is not a 
catchall to resolve all of the issues when protecting animals. For those that 
are released into the wild, the hope is that they can relearn how to find food 
and take care of themselves. Even though nature parks are trying to mimic 
the wild, they are not able to do that completely.
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Do Animals Lose in Zoos?

  1    Zoos have been around for centuries. In the past, zoos were a simple 
collection of animals in cages. Many animals in early zoos were diseased and 
treated poorly. Zoos today are very different. Modern zoos pride themselves 
as centers for scientific study and research. They focus on animal welfare 
and are on a mission to educate people about animals and protect the 
animals in the wild.

  2    Animals in zoos live longer than animals in the wild. They are well fed, 
protected from predators, and treated by veterinarians. Seeing majestic 
animals in a controlled environment creates a sense of amazement and 
wonder. A study published by the National Science Foundation actually 
shows that visiting a zoo changes a person’s attitude toward animals. If 
people are not able to see the animals, they will not be inspired to protect 
them.

  3    However, critics of the modern zoo compare the zoo to a prison. Animals 
need room to climb, fly, swim, roam, or run. They need room to live a 
healthy life. When animals are confined in small spaces, it has a negative 
impact on their behavior and health. Polar bears have been observed 
swimming in circles. Parrots have groomed themselves until they have no 
feathers left. Big cats have been seen endlessly pacing. When animals are 
not behaving as they normally would in the wild, visitors are not observing 
natural behaviors.

  4    Zoos spend millions of dollars to create bigger and better animal 
enclosures in order to improve the conditions for the animals. Zoos also 
help to raise millions of dollars to support conservation projects in Africa 
and Asia. Some of the money is used to create sanctuaries to help protect 
animals in their natural environment. Although animals should be protected 
in these nature preserves, some countries do not cooperate. They do not 
enforce penalties for illegal hunting of protected animals.

  5    Nevertheless, not all zoos are created the same. Many organizations, 
like PETA, oppose zoos because the “homes” made for zoo animals meet 
only their basic needs. Even with man-made areas to fly, swim, climb, and 
explore, animals are still restricted in their behavior. These groups feel that 
zoos and even wildlife parks show cruelty against animals that would thrive 
so much better if they were allowed to live in the wild and be free.

  6    More often than not, zoos cater to what people want to see. That usually 
means something large, charismatic, or cute is selected to live in a zoo 
and be on display. Another attraction to zoos is to see baby animals. In 
order to get more business, some zoos initiate a breeding program to have 
babies be on display more frequently. This leads to a surplus of animals at 
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the zoo. Zoo enclosures are made for a certain amount of animals, so this 
overpopulation, even with babies, makes for crowding and a less than idea 
living situation for the animals.

  7    Supporters of keeping animals out of zoos and nature parks, feel it is 
better for wild animals to live in a natural environment so they can hunt 
and eat a natural, varied diet. It has been shown that in the wild, animals 
interact with other species of animals which promotes natural behaviors. 
Wild animals roam over long distances in search of a mate, food, or water. 
Also many animals are a part of a social group or live in communities. Living 
within a community allows them to interact normally and create a social 
order where a dominant animal can emerge. Living in a zoo or protected 
environment can restrict all of these innate or inborn behaviors.

  8    It is true that many of today’s zoos are more than just a place to see 
animals. They have programs to protect endangered species from extinction. 
Visitors to zoos, or those planning a visit, should also realize that some 
situations they see are not the best environment for the animals they 
are planning to see. There are benefits to having zoos, but there are still 
negative impacts to animal’s lives. Perhaps the best way to help animals is 
to protect them in zoos for a short time and release them back into nature 
while they still are wild animals.
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 Argument Informative Narrative 
Score IDEAS AND DEVELOPMENT 
 4  The content is appropriate for audience and 

purpose. (8.W.4) 

 The writer addresses the prompt with a fully 
developed argument using relevant, compelling 
claim(s) and counterclaim(s), accurate text-based 
evidence, and logical reasoning. (8.W.1.b) 

 The writer quotes and paraphrases evidence 
avoiding plagiarism. (8.W.8) 

 Writer expresses an insightful perspective 
towards the topic.(from prior SDE rubric) 

 The content is appropriate for audience 
and purpose. (8.W.4) 

 Topic is clear and fully developed using 
relevant text-based facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or other 
examples. (8.W.2.b) 

 The writer quotes and paraphrases 
evidence avoiding plagiarism. (8.W.8) 

 Topic is consistently sustained throughout 
the composition. (from prior SDE rubric) 

 The content is appropriate for audience and 
purpose. (8.W.4) 

 A real or imagined story or experience with a 
narrator and characters is fully developed using 
descriptive details. (8.W.3) 

 A context and point of view are clearly defined. 
(8.W.3.a) 

 Narrative techniques such as dialogue and 
description are used effectively to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 
(8.W.3.b) 

3  The content is largely appropriate for audience  
and purpose. 

 The writer addresses the prompt with a partially 
developed argument using claim(s) and 
counterclaim(s), text-based evidence, and 
reasoning.  

 The writer attempts to quote and paraphrase 
evidence.  

 Writer sustains a perspective though most of the 
argument. 

 The content is largely appropriate for 
audience and purpose. 

 Topic is stated and partially developed 
using text-based facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other examples. 

 The writer attempts to quote and 
paraphrase evidence.  

 Topic is sustained throughout the 
composition. 

 The content is largely appropriate for audience 
and purpose. 

 A real or imagined story or experience with a 
narrator or characters is adequately developed 
using some details. 

 A context and point of view are present. 

 Some narrative techniques such as dialogue 
and description are evident. 

2  The content is limited for audience and purpose. 

 The writer addresses the prompt with an 
insufficient argument with claim(s) and 
counterclaims (s), and limited use of text-based 
evidence, and reasoning.  

 The writer does not attempt to quote or 
paraphrase evidence. 

 Writer has difficulty expressing or sustaining a 
perspective.  

 The content is limited for audience and 
purpose. 

 Topic may be inferred and has limited 
development using weak text-based facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations,  
or other examples.  

 The writer does not attempt to quote or 
paraphrase evidence. 

 Writer does not sustain the topic 
throughout the composition. 

 The content is limited for audience and 
purpose. 

 A real or imagined story or experience with a 
narrator or characters is minimally developed 
with few details. 

 A context and point of view may not be clearly 
defined. 

 Narrative techniques may be minimally used. 

1  The content is inappropriate for audience and 
purpose. 

 Writer’s response to the prompt is not 
developed.  

 Little evidence is elicited from the text. 

 Writer has little or no perspective. 

 The content is inappropriate for audience 
and purpose. 

 Topic is unclear and is not developed. 

 Little evidence is elicited from the text. 

 The content is inappropriate for audience and 
purpose. 

 A real or imagined story or situation is not 
developed. 

 A context and point of view are missing. 

 Narrative techniques are missing. 

Transitional 

  Transitional               

Most notations are aligned to the Common Core State Standards and are to be read as follows: 8 (grade level), W (Writing standard,) L (Language standard), and number/letter (objective). 
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 Opinion Informative Narrative 
 ORGANIZATION, UNITY, AND COHERENCE 

Score 4 
Introduction presents a clear opinion.  

 Introduction presents a clear topic and 
establishes the argument. (8.W.1.a) 

 Sustained focus on content and structure 
(prior SDE rubric) 

 Reasons and information that support the 
writer’s purpose are logically ordered. 
(8.W.1.a) 

 Transitions between ideas are coherent and 
link reasons. (8.W.1.c) 

 A formal style is established and maintained. 
(8.W.1.d) 

 Conclusion is compelling and supports the 
opinion. (8.W.1.e) 

 Introduction is engaging and presents a 
clear topic. (prior SDE rubric and 8.W.2.a) 

 Text-based facts, details, and examples 
are presented in a well-executed 
progression. (8.W.2.b) 

 Transitions are appropriate and clearly 
link ideas. (8.W.2.c) 

 A formal style is established and 
maintained. (8.W.2.e) 

 Conclusion clearly flows from the 
information presented. (8.W.2.f) 

 Introduction engages and orients the reader. 
(prior SDE rubric and 8.W.3.a) 

 Well-structured event sequence unfolds in a 
natural and logical manner and moves the reader 
through the story or experience. (8.W.3.a) 

 A variety of transitions signal shifts in time and 
settings and show relationships among 
experiences and events. (8.W.3.c) 

 Conclusion naturally flows from narrated 
experiences and events. (8.W.3.e) 

Score 3  Introduction presents a topic and an 
argument.  

 Focus on content and structure 

 Reasons and information that support the 
writer’s purpose are partially ordered. 

 Transitions support and link reasons. 

 A formal style is established but may be 
inconsistent.  

 Conclusion is satisfying and supports the 
argument. 

 Introduction and topic are evident. 

 Text-based facts, details, and examples 
are presented in a logical progression. 

 Transitions link ideas. 

 A formal style is established but may be 
inconsistent.  

 Conclusion is apparent and relates to the 
information presented. 

 Introduction interests and orients the reader. 

 Event sequence is logical and moves the reader 
through the story or experience. 

 Transitions signal shifts in time and settings, and 
show relationships among experiences and 
events. 

 Conclusion follows from narrated experiences  

 and events. 

Score 2  Introduction does not present a clear topic or 
argument. 

 Lack of focus on content and structure is 
evident. 

 Reasons and information that support the 
writer’s purpose are ordered in random 
progression.  

 Transitions are limited and do not link reasons. 

 A formal style may be attempted. 

 Conclusion is incomplete with little support for 
the argument. 

 Introduction is incomplete and topic is 
not clearly stated. 

 Some text-based facts, details, and 
examples are presented randomly. 

 Transitions are limited and fail to link 
ideas. 

 A formal style may be attempted. 

 Conclusion is incomplete with little 
support of the information presented. 

 Introduction may leave the reader with questions.  

 Event sequence is unclear or limited which makes 
it difficult for the reader to follow the story or 
experience. 

 Ineffective transitions are used.   

 Conclusion may be missing or irrelevant. 

 Lacks logical direction. 
. 

Score 1  Lacks logical direction. 

 No evidence of organizational structure 

 Lacks logical direction. 

 No evidence of organizational structure 

 Lacks logical direction. 

 No evidence of organizational structure 

   Transitional 
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 All Modes  Grades 5 and 8 

WORD CHOICE SENTENCES AND PARAGRAPHS GRAMMAR, USAGE, AND MECHANICS 
Score 4  Figurative language, word relationships, and

nuances in word meanings are demonstrated
effectively. (5.L.5 and 8.L.5)

 Concrete words and phrases, sensory details,
and domain-specific vocabulary are used
effectively to clearly convey ideas. (5.L.6 and
8.L.6)

 Rich variety of sentence structure, type,
and length (prior SDE rubric and 5.L.3.a)

 Few, if any, fragments or run-ons (prior
SDE rubric)

 Evidence of appropriate paragraphing
(prior SDE rubric)

 Effectively demonstrates command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling. (5.L.1, 5.L.2 and 8.L.1 and 8.L.2)

 Errors are minor and do not affect readability.
(prior SDE rubric)

Score 3  Figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings are demonstrated.

 Concrete words and phrases, sensory details,
and domain-specific vocabulary are used to
convey ideas.

 Variety of sentence structure, type, and
length

 Few fragments or run-ons

 Evidence of paragraphing

 Demonstrates command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage as well as
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.

 Errors may be more noticeable but do not
significantly affect readability.

Score 2  Figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings are limited.

 Concrete words and phrase, sensory details,
and domain-specific vocabulary are limited.

 Limited variety of sentence structure,
type, and length

 Several fragments or run-ons

 Little or no attempt at paragraphing

 Demonstrates limited command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling.

 Errors may be distracting and interfere with
readability.

Score 1  Figurative language, word relationships, and
nuances in word meanings are not evident.

 Concrete words and phrases, sensory details,
and domain-specific words are lacking.

 No clear sentence structure

 Many fragments or run-ons

 Little or no attempt at paragraphing

 Demonstrates little or no command of the
conventions of standard English grammar and
usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling.

 Errors are numerous and severely impede
readability.

   Transitional 
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The content is inappropriate for audience and purpose.
Writer's response to the prompt is not developed.  Entire paper is about endangerment.
No counter claim.
Little evidence is elicited from the text.  One generic paragraph, and one example not from the text.
Writer has little or no perspective.
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The content is limited for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with an insufficient argument with claim (s)   and limited use of text-based evidence, and reasoning.  General references to the text. "We need to learn how they behave in man-made habitats."  "My next reason why animals should live in zoos or wildlife refuges is they are cute when they are baby's they are really adorable."  (reference to zoos catering to what people want to see)  "My third and final reason is if they are endangered."
No counter claims.
The writer does not attempt to quote or paraphrase evidence.
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The content is limited for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with an insufficient argument ("In my opinion, I think animals should be kept in the wild") 
Limited text-based evidence. Four basic arguments for living in the wild, that do not use the text to provide evidence.
Limited counter claim. "Yes, if they lived in a zoo or a nature park, a vet would nurse them if they are injured, but that's not enough for them!"
The writer does not attempt to quote, and limited paraphrase evidence.
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The content is limited for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with an insufficient argument and limited ideas and development.
Attempts to quote and paraphrase. "Take the black-footed ferret for example, the ferrets were becoming extinct and zoos and wildlife reserves helped stop that extinction. The same with the California condor, the red wolf, and Golden tamarins."
Weak attempt at counterclaim.  "Even though zoos can put harm on the animals..."
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The content is largely appropriate for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with a partially developed argument using claims, text-based evidence, and reasoning.  This paper uses negative information about zoos to support the argument  -  "I think animals should not be kept in zoos."
The writer attempts to paraphrase evidence.  
Writer sustains a perspective through most of the argument.
No counterclaim.
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The content is largely appropriate for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with a partially developed argument using claim (s) and counterclaims (s) , text-based evidence, and reasoning.  
The writer attempts to paraphrase and cite evidence.
Writer sustains a perspective through most of the argument.  First paragraph lays out the argument that in a man-made environment the animals can receive better health care, reproduce to prevent extinction, and be protected from predators.  The body of the paper builds on these three ideas paraphrasing evidence from the texts.
Counterclaims in the final paragraph.  "Zoos may not be all the right choice for animals.  Zoos and nature parks are very limited on the amount of space that's given to the animals.  People say that they have seen big cats pace around their enclosures, and that polar bears are seen swimming in circles."
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The content is largely appropriate for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with a partially developed argument using claim (s) and counterclaims (s) , text-based evidence, and reasoning. Human impact, sickness, and conservation programs are developed using text-based material.
Counter claim "Some people argue that if an animal is kept in a confined space with no other species to interact with, that animal will not behave naturally."  
The writer attempts to paraphrase and cite evidence.
Writer sustains a perspective through most of the argument.  
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The content is  appropriate for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with a fully developed argument using relevant, compelling claim (s) and counterclaims (s) , accurate text-based evidence, and logical reasoning. 
Counterclaim in the introduction.  "However, some people say otherwise because they think animals are not given the same type of freedom as they are in the wild."
Counterclaim in the population paragraph.  "Although some might think the zoo is just a place to see animals..."
Paper develops benefits of the zoo in depth, extending paragraphs and giving support.
For example the love and care paragraph uses four pieces of evidence from the text for support. (proper diet, regular schedule, medical care, protected from wildlife predators)
The writer quotes and paraphrases evidence avoiding plagiarism.
Writer expresses an insightful perspective towards the topic.  The student is connected and develops a good argument.
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The content is  appropriate for audience and purpose.
The writer addresses the prompt with a fully developed argument using relevant, compelling claim (s) and counterclaims (s) , accurate text-based evidence, and logical reasoning. 
Relevant text-based material to support natural behaviors, construction, population, diet, and survival skills.
Counterclaim - "The people who operate the zoo companies believe they are doing the animals a favor by capturing them and taking them to live in a society with no predators to harm them..."
The writer quotes and paraphrases evidence avoiding plagiarism.
Writer expresses an insightful perspective towards the topic.  "They don't have freedom, they don't have space to roam free and explore the great vastness of the land of their ancestors."  "You take away  one food source, you kill many other animals who needed that food source to survive."
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Lacks logical direction. 
No evidence of organizational structure.  Missing an introduction and conclusion.  
List of ideas lacking transitions.
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Lacks logical direction.
No evidence of organizational structure.  
List of pros and cons for zoos and reservations. "A good thing about....a bad thing about."
Missing an introduction and conclusion.
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Lacks logical direction throughout the paper.  Starts off with an introduction, but the paper becomes a random list of thoughts not tied together.
Lacks evidence of organizational structure.  
No conclusion.
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Introduction is brief and does not present a clear topic.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered in random progression.
Transitions are limited -  "Also"  "I also"
Conclusion is incomplete -  "The end"
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Introduction is brief and does not present a clear topic. Huge random first paragraph.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered in random progression.
Transitions are limited.
Conclusion is incomplete with little support of the information presented.  "What I am trying to say is that animals are just like people.  In some ways they are not but they are in some."
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Introduction is brief and does not present a clear topic.  Paper starts off with general statements.
Reasons and information are partially ordered by pros and cons. 
Transitions are limited - "One of the pros"  "Another pro"  "So"
Conclusion is incomplete -  "So based off of the information I got out of the two passages if I had to choose one I would choose man-made environments because I would rather animals get unnatural than die."
Lack of focus on content structure is evident.  "I'm neutral on them being in the wild or in man-made environments they don't act natural and probably will survive." 
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Paper does not set up a clear topic or establish the argument in the opening paragraph.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are partially ordered.
Paragraph two the pros and cons of zoos.  Paragraph three the pros and cons of refuges.  Paragraph four what zoos and refuges have in common.
Transitions support and link reasons - "One could also argue..."  "Animal refuges aren't much better..."
Conclusion is confusing and not fully linked to the paper.
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Introduction presents a topic and an argument.  "There are many benefits for an animal to be out in the wild."
Focus on content and structure.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered. "animals can be more active"  "animals in the wild develop better survival skills"  "animals want to choose who they can be with."
Transitions support and link reasons even though formulaic.  "First"  "Second"  "Lastly"  "In conclusion"
Conclusion is satisfying and supports the argument.
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Introduction presents a topic and an argument.  "Animals need to stay in their natural habitat and not get snatched away."
Focus on content and structure.  Paragraphs are ordered with purpose and focus.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered. 
Transitions support and link reasons.  "First of all"  "Also"  "Most importantly"  "Even though"  "This isn't the only creature that does this..."
Conclusion is satisfying and supports the argument.
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Introduction presents a clear topic and establishes the argument.  
Sustained focus on content and structure. "Animals should be kept in a controlled environment..." is sustained throughout the paper in a clear
organizational structure.
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered. 
Save the animals from extinction, people will not be able to destroy the animals habitat, animals are able to receive medical treatment, and inspire people.
Transitions between ideas are coherent.  "By keeping the animals in these man-made environments..."  "In order to build these structures..."
"While it is probably rare..."  "Now there are disadvantages to being in man-made environments"
Conclusion is satisfying and supports the argument.



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
OUC A-11a

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle



ssuper
Text Box
OUC A-11b



ssuper
Text Box
OUC A-11c



ssuper
Text Box
OUC Anchor          Score Point 4
 
Introduction presents a clear topic and establishes the argument.  
Sustained focus on content and structure. 
Reasons and information that support the writer's purpose are ordered. 
Love and care, protected from hurt, harm and danger, and zoos are increasing the population of endangered animals.
Transitions between ideas are coherent.  "However"  "According to the passage..."  "Although some might think..."  "As you can see..."
Conclusion supports the opinion.
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are not evident.
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are lacking.  Use of "cool"  and  "stuff."
Use of some original words even though basic.
"Animals are meant to be free..."
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are limited.
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are limited.
Words pulled from the text are higher words than what you might see in a ONE point paper.
"mimic"  "habitat" "predators"
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are limited.
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are limited.  Mix of simple words and domain-specific words.
Words pulled from the text are higher words than what you might see in a ONE point paper.
"refuges"  "pollute"
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are limited.
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are limited. 
Concrete words and phrases -  "They are well fed, protected from predators, and treated by veterinarians."
Simple language - "It'll make it better for them. Some of the animals homes get destroyed by people because they need some of the animals stuff for them."
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are demonstrated. "In zoos, there is still a chance for animals to have babies and that will make their species multiply."  "When animals live in the wild they hunt for food and they are hunted for food and clothing."
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are used to convey ideas.  "I think non-endangered animals should live in the wild because there they have room to roam around, mate, and hunt."
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are demonstrated.  "In the wild pollution not only contaminates the beautiful animals, but it also contaminates their food, water, and fresh air."  "Animals should be kept in zoos or nature parks so they can live a healthy happy long life."
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are used to convey ideas.
"drought"  "struggle"  "water resources'  "created"
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are demonstrated. "The veterinarians treat their illnesses the best they can, if they are wounded they properly treat the wound and make sure it is healing correctly."
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are used to convey ideas.
"behavior"  "interact"  "communities"  dominant one"  "timid"  "harming"
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings are demonstrated effectively.
Concrete words and phrases, sensory details, and domain-specific words are used effectively to clearly convey ideas.
Sensory details are front loaded in this paper and not consistent throughout.
Citing is used heavily in this paper, and within the quotes the language may not be used as original, but beyond the citing, the student has demonstrated the above criteria for a 4 point paper.
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No clear sentence structure.
Many fragments and run-ons throughout the paper.
No attempt at paragraphing.
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No clear sentence structure.
Many fragments and run-ons throughout the paper.
No attempt at paragraphing.
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No clear sentence structure throughout the paper.
Fragments. Starts many sentences with "But"  "And"  "Because." Use of commas could correct fragment problem.
No attempt at paragraphing.
A few compete sentences.  
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Limited variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Run-ons -First introductory sentence is one long run-on.  Second paragraph, second sentence, is another long run-on.  
Fragment begins the third paragraph.
Brief paper with few sentence successes.
Attempt at paragraphing.
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Limited variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Many sentences beginning with the word "They"  "In a zoo"
"The zoo"  "In nature"  "in the wild"  "Parks also"  "Parks can"
Fragments - "Getting visited everyday by different people."
"Feeling the wonders all around it."  "But it would just be better for it to have protection."
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Limited variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Many sentences start with the word "They"  "You"  and "So."
Several run-on sentences in the first and third paragraph.
Attempt at paragraphing.
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Variety of sentence structure, type, and length. 
Less variety as paper advances.  The use of the word  "They" increases and hinders the sentence variety in pages 3 and 4.
Evidence of paragraphing.
The student has control of sentence formation, but lacks variety as the paper continues.
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Variety of sentence structure, type, and length. Overuse of "I will" and Nature parks,"  but enough variety throughout the paper. 
Complex, compound sentence structure.  "Animals have specific enclosers in a zoo, but in a nature park they are mixed with all sorts of animals."
Control of sentence structure.
Evidence of paragraphing.
Few fragments or run-ons.
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Variety of sentence structure, type, and length. "Some animals in the wild are very harmful, but yet a lot of them do have a beautiful background.  When animals in the wild get sick, they don't have anyone to heal them like they would at a zoo."
Control of sentence structure.
Evidence of paragraphing.
Few fragments or run-ons.

ssuper
Text Box
SP A-9c



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
SP A-10a



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
SP A-10b



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
S and P          Score Point 4-
Rich variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Sentence variety example one - "People litter and they don't know where their trash is going to end up and it most likely lands in some animals home."  Incorrect punctuation does not affect sentence variety.
Example two - "However when animals are in zoo's, nature parks, or wild life reserves for a long period of time they start to forget basic survival skills like, hunting and how to protect themselves from predators."
Evidence of appropriate paragraphing.
Few if any fragments or run-ons.  "Animals face many challenges living in the wild, humans are cutting down their homes, polluting forests, and hunting the animals down."
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Rich variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Sentence variety example one - "In supervised breeding programs, animals usually do not choose their own mate like they would in the wild, and even though it helps increase their numbers, there are times when some animals fail to reproduce." 
Evidence of appropriate paragraphing.
Few if any fragments or run-ons. 
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Demonstrates little or no command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuations, and spelling.
Errors are numerous and severely impede readability.
Random capitals throughout paper.
Wrong verb tense.  "There is hunters"
There for their.
No command.
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Demonstrates little or no command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuations, and spelling.
Errors are numerous and severely impede readability.
No command. Multiple, varied errors, throughout the paper.
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Demonstrates little or no command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuations, and spelling.
Errors are numerous and severely impede readability.
Punctuation errors interior and missing at the end of sentences.
Possessive errors - "help's"
Random capitalization errors.
Standard English grammar - "Us humans cause a lot of the extinction hunting, fishing, cuting trees every day stuff."  (errors severely impede readability)

ssuper
Text Box
GUM  A-4c



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
GUM  A-5a



ssuper
Rectangle

ssuper
Text Box
GUM       Score Point 2-
 
Errors do not impede readability.
Errors are distracting.  
Spelling errors and internal random capitalization errors.
Capitalizes first word of every sentence.  
Demonstrates some command, but exhibits many errors in a short paper.
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Demonstrates limited command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.
Readability is not impacted but errors are distracting.
Variety of numerous errors throughout the paper. 
Simple spelling errors,(pretaters, happing, some times,  teand,  othere, wich becuse...) word usage (their for they're) (there for their) contractions (there's for there are)
(whats for what's)
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Demonstrates limited command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as punctuation, and spelling.
Readability is not impacted, but errors are distracting.
Missing punctuation (commas).
Spelling errors - provid, stres, medican, reprodace
Grammar - wonder for wondered, life for live, lifes for life.
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Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
Third paragraph is confusing due to incorrect pronoun "you" for animal.
Few errors that do not distract or interfere with readability in a four page paper.
Errors may be more noticeable but do not significantly affect readability.
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Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
Few comma errors.
"There" incorrectly used for they're and their.
Few minor errors that do not affect readability.
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Demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
Lacking commas with sentences that begin with a subordinate clause. 
"animals homes" (animals' homes)
word usage - "They should be kept in the wild to where they belong."
Misspell their throughout the paper. "thier" (their)
"their life" (their lives)  agreement error.
Errors are minor and do not affect readability.
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Effectively demonstrates command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage as well as capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
"In their enclosures, wild creatures lack the right of making any substantial decisions from their partner to their diet."  "intriguing offspring"  "previous segregation"
(4+ paper across all traits)


ssuper
Text Box
GUM  A-11d


	G8_Wrtg_PssgePrompt
	Gr8_Writing_Rubrics
	G8 Ideas Anchors

	G8 OUC
	G8 WC
	G8 SP
	G8 GUM
	OK Condition Codes
	Training Set
	Copied Samples



