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Objectives Today 

 How to: 

 Select, administer, and evaluate accommodations; 

 

 Use accommodations resources; 

 Oklahoma Accommodations Manual 

 Oklahoma Accommodations Synopsis 

 Testing Accommodations for Students with an IEP or 
504. 

 Oklahoma State Testing Preparation Manual 
(Required for State assessments). 

 

 Improve documentation of accommodations in 
Individualized Education Programs (IEPs). 

 



Accommodations Manual 

 Based on the manual developed by: 

 Accommodations Manual 2nd edition (2005; 
Thompson, Morse, Sharpe, Hall 

 Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO);  

 State Collaborative on Assessment and Student 
Standards (SCASS); 

 Student Standards Assessing Special Education 
Students (ASES). 

 Guidance in the manual pertains to students with 
disabilities who participate in state assessments 
with accommodations and the instruction they 
receive. 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/OK%20Accommodations%20Manual_0.pdf  

 



Accommodation Synopsis 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Accom%20Synopsis%20with%20state%20approve

d%20accom.pdf  

 



Accommodations Manual 

1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment 

3. Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for 
individual students 

4. Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 

5. Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 

The five-step process: 



 
 Ensure that students are working toward grade-level standards 

by using a range of instructional strategies based on varied 
strengths and student needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 http://ok.gov/sde/oklahoma-academic-standards 

 

Step 1 
Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 



 

 To accomplish this goal, every 
IEP or 504 plan team member 
must: 
 be familiar with academic 

content standards; 

 be familiar with accountability 
systems at the district and state 
levels; and 

 participate in collaboration 
between general and special 
educators. 

 

Step 1 (continued) 



What is an Accommodation? 

Discuss with a table partner the following: 

• What is a definition of accommodation? 

• Who would benefit from an accommodation? 



Practices and procedures in the areas of 

presentation, response, setting, and 

timing/scheduling that provide equitable access 

during instruction and assessments for students 

with disabilities. 

Accommodation 



 

Accommodations are: 
  

 practices and procedures that provide equitable access during 
instruction and assessment for students with disabilities 

  

 intended to reduce or even eliminate the effects of a student’s 
disability 

 

 do not reduce learning expectations 

 

 must be consistent for classroom instruction, classroom 
assessments, district-wide assessments, and statewide 
assessments 
 

Step 2 
Learn about accommodations for instruction and 
assessment 



School Cartoon #6312 

                                                                                                                                    

Used with permission 

http://www.andertoons.com/school/cartoon/6312/standardized-testing-one-thing-but-standardized-recess- 

Accommodations address student variability 



Accommodations Categories 

 Setting 

 Timing/Scheduling 

 Response  

 Presentation 



Accommodations 

≠ 

Modifications! 



Shortened spelling vs. modified 



Accommodations and Modifications 

 Accommodations- do NOT reduce 
learning expectations, but rather provide 
a student with access to the general 
curriculum and assessments.  

 

 Modifications- change, lower, or reduce 
learning expectations. In addition, they 
increase the gap between achievement 
of students with disabilities and 
expectations for proficiency at grade-
level. 

 



Modifications 

 Reduced learning expectations 

 

 Examples: 

 Reduced assignments, easiest problems only. 

 Simplified reading passages (ex. 2nd grade curriculum 
rather than 8th grade). 

 Reduced response choice. 

 

*Important: students need material on ability level 
(modifications) & access to grade level material 
(accommodations) if performing significantly below grade 
level 

 

 

 



Modification 

 IMPORTANT: 
 Providing a modification to a student during classroom 

instruction and/or classroom assessments may have unintended 
consequences of reducing their opportunity to learn critical 
content. 

 Providing a modification alters the construct the test measures, 
therefore, resulting scores do not provide information on how 
the student performed on grade-level standards and the test 
may be invalidated. 

 Examples: 

 Reduce number of distractors 

 Use of spell-check and grammar check for Writing 



The next two slides give an example scenario.  

Identify whether the given scenario is an accommodation or a modification. 

Quiz Time 



Accommodation or Modification? 

 Malcolm’s scores on in-class 

assignments and assessments 

improve when he is provided 

with large print material. The 

teacher provides Malcolm 

materials with larger print 

because she has observed that 

his comprehension also greatly 

improves.  

 



Accommodation or Modification? 

 Patricia has a learning disability in 

mathematics. Her teacher has required 

her to complete the first 10 fast fact 

problems, but she does not have to 

reduce to simplest form. The rest of the 

class must complete the entire page of 

addition fractions and reduce to the 

simplest form, including challenging 

questions numbers 1-30.  



Making Accommodations Decisions 

Decide 

Based on present levels of performance 



 Present Levels of Academic Achievement 
and Functional Performance (PLAAFP) 

 

 Annual Goals 

 

 Accommodations to the General 
Curriculum 
 Previous accommodations 

 Classroom barriers 

 Available resources 

 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 

Step 3 



Step 3 (continued) 

 Accommodations must be: 

  selected based on the individual student’s needs, and  

 used consistently for instruction and assessment as 
documented in their IEP or 504 plan. 

 

 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 



 IEP and 504 plan teams must appropriately 
and accurately document accommodations on a 
student’s IEP or 504 plan.  

 
 “Special Factors” 

 “Supplementary Aids and Services” 

 “Participation in Assessments” sections of the IEP    
 

 

IEP documentation of Accommodations 



PLAAFP 

• Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 

Functional Performance 

• Statements of Student’s Performance 

 Academic 

 Social/Behavior 

 Curriculum-Based 

 Strengths 

 Concerns or Challenges 

 Benchmarks or Objectives Mastered 

 



Documentation for PLAAFP 

 Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance 

 Formal Assessments 

 Informal Assessments 

 Curriculum-Based Assessments 

 Behavioral Data 

 Observations 

 Parent Interviews 

 Student Interviews 



Step 3 (continued) 

 Students with disabilities should 

understand their disability and learn 

self-advocacy strategies for success 

in school and throughout life.  

 

 IEP and 504 plan teams should 

involve students in selecting, using, 

and evaluating accommodations 

used in instruction and assessment.  

 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 



Step 4 

 Best practices for using accommodations includes 

administering accommodations that are routinely used 

in instruction and during assessment. 

  

 Prior to testing, test administrators and monitors should 

know what accommodations each student will be using 

and how to administer them properly.  

 

Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 



Step 4 (continued) 

 School staff must adhere to the specific guidelines in 
the test administration manual so student scores are 
valid.  

 

 Accommodations for assessment must be included on 
the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). 

 

 Failure to adhere to administration procedures may 
constitute a breach in test security and will be 
reported and investigated according to state and 
local testing policies.  

 



Step 5 

 Collect data on the use and effectiveness 
of accommodations  

 Decision of accommodations is fluid 

 Continue 

 Discontinue 

 Change (at any time, not annually) 

 Awareness of accommodation options at 

the site/district level (acquire 

new/maintain old equipment) 

 

 

 

Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 



Activity: Apply what you’ve learned 

 The following materials are provided:  

 12” length of masking tape 

 5 Post-it Notes 

 10 large paper clips, 20 small paperclips 

 Scissors 

 Pencil, highlighter 

 

 Create an accommodation for a math assignment (next 
slide)  

 You choose the disability characteristics of the student 



Create a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 



Memory 

Devices 



Series of 

steps to 

follow 



Creation of a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 

Highlighting Cue: In class only 



Creation of a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 

Template to reduce visible print 



Creation of a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 

Secure paper to work area 



Creation of a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 

Mask to maintain place 



Accommodations Manual 

1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment 

3. Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for 
individual students 

4. Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 

5. Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 

The five-step process: 



Resource: Fact Sheet 1 



Resource: Fact Sheet 2 



Resource: Fact Sheet 3 



Resource: Teacher Tool 1 



Resource: Teacher Tool 2 



Resource: Teacher Tool 3 



Resource: Teacher Tool 4 



Resource: Teacher Tool 5 



Resource: Teacher Tool 6 



Objectives Today 

 How to: 

 Select, administer, and evaluate 
accommodations; 

 

 Use accommodations resources; 
 Oklahoma Accommodations Manual 

 Oklahoma Accommodations Synopsis 

 Testing Accommodations for Students with an IEP 
or 504. 

 

 Improve documentation of accommodations in 
Individualized Education Program (IEPs). 

 



Questions/Comments 



Contact Information 

Angela Kwok 
Special Education Specialist 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

(405) 521-3351 

Angela.Kwok@sde.ok.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


