


Student Assessment Updates   
 

Joyce DeFehr 
Executive Director, State Testing 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 



Standard Settings for Science 
What has changed? 
A change in academic standards:  
During 2010 – 2011, Science standards were revised by 

committees of Oklahoma teachers and community stakeholders 
and were adopted by the State Board of Education in Spring 
2011. 

The science academic standards revision resulted in new 
objectives and skills being added at each assessed level for 
grades 5 and 8.  

For Biology I, the objective realignment resulted in one (1) less 
content standard, while other standards gained objectives. 

The blueprint alignment and emphasis changed.  
 

 



Standard Settings Summer of 2013 
 This summer, new performance level standards are being 

determined for Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) 
Biology I, Oklahoma Modified Alternate Assessment Program 
(OMAAP) Biology I, OCCT grades 5 and 8 Science, and OCCT 
grades 5 and 8 Writing. 

 New performance level standards are set when changes are 
made to the academic content of the curriculum, the emphasis 
of the content changes on the assessment, and/or the rigor of 
the assessment changes. 
Standard setting committees are comprised of stakeholders 

which include teachers, curriculum directors, higher 
education, and community members.  



Science Standard Settings 
 A change in rigor: 

 Under direction from the U.S. Department of Education, the OCCT 
grade 8 and Biology I assessments increased the cognitive demands on 
students from previous years to include more depth-of-knowledge 3 
items. 

 New performance level standards were approved for OCCT and 
OMAAP Biology I by the State Board of Education in June. 
 Biology I scores will be posted to the CTB/McGraw-Hill Web site on 

Monday, July 15 in a file format. 
 Committees are currently meeting to set new standards for grades 

5 and 8 Science, and the results will be presented to the State 
Board of Education in late July. 
 Grades 5 and 8 Science scores will be available to view on CTB’s online 

single sign-on August 16. 

 
 



Standard Settings for Grades 5 and 8 Writing 
What has changed? 
Writing tests this spring were passaged-based as part 

of the transition to the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS). 
Students were asked to write to a specific mode and to site 

evidence from a passage set to justify their responses. 
New analytic trait rubrics were developed for scoring that 

were mode specific for each grade level but continued to 
use the same five (5) analytic traits as in the past. 

Writing was dually aligned to the Oklahoma Academic 
Standards (OAS) and the CCSS. 

 
 



Standard Settings for Grades 5 and 8 Writing 

Committees are currently meeting to set new 
standards for grades 5 and 8 Writing. Results will be 
presented to the State Board of Education in late 
July. 

Writing scores will be available on August 16. 
 
 
 



Oklahoma Academic Standards for  
Social Studies 

What has changed? 
  In the fall of 2011, committees convened to review and update 

PASS for social studies. 
 With the adoption of the CCSS, it became apparent that the two 

sets of curriculum frameworks needed to be merged. 
 From this review the Oklahoma Academic Standards for the Social 

Studies were developed and reflect the strengths of the previous 
PASS standards as well as some new content and literacy skills.  

 The result is a new, robust, vigorous social studies curriculum 
framework with high expectations for what Oklahoma students 
should be able to do and know as literate citizens. 



Standards Review for EOI U.S. History 
How did these changes in the standards affect testing 
this year?  
 Previous test items which could continue to show alignment 

to the new curriculum were used to construct this year’s 
tests. 

 Field test items were embedded within the test forms to 
align with the new changes in the standards.  

 In June, the OCCT and OMAAP EOI U.S. History tests 
underwent a psychometric standards review to determine 
what adjustments in the previous cut scores were necessary 
due to a standard being moved to grade 8 U.S. History. 

These adjustments were applied and scores will be 
posted to the CTB/McGraw-Hill Web site the week of 
July 15.  
 



Spring 2013 Field Testing for Social Studies 
What is field testing, and why is it important? 
 Field-test questions are newly-developed items that are being 

tried out before they can be used on a future test. If the data 
on the field-test questions is acceptable, then the questions 
may be used on an actual test and count towards a student’s 
score. 
 Oklahoma owns all of its test items, so field testing is a standard 

practice to keep a healthy pool of new items which will  be used to 
build future assessments for Oklahoma students. 

 Field-test items are usually embedded within an operational test, but 
they can also be administered in a stand-alone test format  when 
standards have changed significantly or a new tested subject is added. 

 
 



Score Reports 

Preliminary final student scores and reports will post 
on CTB’s online single sign-on August 16 to review 
while reviewing your Report Card data. 

Sites and districts will have another opportunity to 
review the accuracy of these scores prior to the  
distribution of final paper reports or PDF CD reports. 
Districts had the choice this spring to request  paper 

score reports or a CD with score reports appearing in 
a PDF format. All schools will receive paper 
Parent/Student Reports, labels, and a data CD. 

   



Score Reports 

Districts that did not request paper reports will 
automatically receive a CD of their score reports in 
PDF instead of boxed paper reports. 
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Testing Contractors 

CTB/McGraw-Hill will serve as Oklahoma’s testing 
contractor for the 2013 – 2014 school year for the 
following grade levels. 
– OCCT Grades 3 – 8 and End-of-Instruction (EOI)  
– OMAAP EOI (Retakes Only for 2nd Time Testers)  

Pearson will continue to serve as the contractor to 
the Office of Special Education for the following: 
– Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP) 

Grades 3 – 8 and EOI  
 

 
 
 



OMAAP for 2013 - 2014 
OMAAP tests will not be available for grades 3 – 8. 

Students will need to participate in the OCCT tests 
with the appropriate accommodations or the OAAP 
portfolio assessment based on the determination of 
the IEP team.  

OMAAP EOIs will still be available for 2nd Time Testers 
only in order to show proficiency or to show 
improvement from the initial test attempt to apply a 
Modified Proficiency Score. 
All first time testers must participate in either the 

OCCT or the OAAP for accountability purposes. 



Online Testing 

No additional tests or grade levels will be 
added to online testing for next year. Online 
tests include the following:  
Grade 6 Math and Reading 
Grade 7 Math, Reading, and Geography 
Grade 8 Math and Reading 
EOI Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, English II,  

English III, Biology I, and U.S. History. 



Grades 5 and 8 Writing Test 

The Writing test for grades 5 and 8 will be 
administered on Wednesday, February 26, 2014. 

Students who are absent on the statewide 
writing day may make-up the test through Friday, 
March 7. 

One passage-based prompt will be administered. 
Students will be asked to respond to the prompt 
writing in a specific mode. 



Acuity Benchmarks 
CTB’s Acuity benchmark tests will be offered again 

this school year free of charge to districts. 
Benchmark testing is aligned to the CCSS for grades 

2 – 8 in English/language arts and math and for EOI 
Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, English II, and 
English III. 

The purpose of these benchmark tests is to help 
students and teachers prepare for the transition for 
the CCSS. 

 
 

 



Acuity Benchmarks 

Preselected forms will be available for districts during 
the two testing windows.  
End of first quarter- October/November  
End of second quarter- January/February 

These preselected forms should be kept secure, so 
scores will be meaningful to teachers and students. 

Schools will have access to the Acuity data bank of items 
throughout the year for their own use in the classroom. 

 



Acuity Benchmarks 

Schools that did not participate last year will have an 
opportunity to register at the beginning of this 
school year. 

Training will be available for teachers and 
administrators using the system. 

   



Oklahoma Academic Standards  
Oklahoma Academic Standards (OAS) is the name 

that is being adopted as a descriptor and umbrella 
term for all subjects that have academic standards 
such as English, math, social studies, science, world 
languages, art and PE.  

 

The Oklahoma Academic Standards are the locally 
written standards for English, math, science, social 
studies, world languages, art, and PE as well as the 
adopted Common Core State Standards in 
English/language arts, literacy, and math. 
 



Social Studies for Spring 2014 
Grade 5 Social Studies, grade 7 Geography, and grade 

8 U.S. History will be administered a new operational 
test in spring 2014 aligned to the new OAS social 
studies standards.  

 

Standard settings will take place next summer, 
and the new cut score recommendations will then 
be presented to the State Board of Education. 
Scores will be delayed. 



OCCT EOI U.S. History for 2013 - 2014 

OCCT EOI U.S. History field tested the new OAS 
standards in spring 2013. 

A new EOI U.S. History test will become operational 
for the Winter/Trimester and Spring testing windows. 
Standard settings will take place next summer and new  

cut scores will be recommended to the State Board of 
Education.  

 Scores will be delayed for both administrations until after 
the new standards have been set. 



Oklahoma Academic Standards 
The 2013-2014 school year will be the final year to test 

the English/language arts and math content standards 
under the Priority Access Student Skills (PASS).  

Beginning in 2014-2015, Oklahoma will be accessing 
English/language arts and math aligned to the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS) in grades 3 – 8  and End-of-
Instruction (EOI) English II, English III, Algebra I, 
Geometry, and Algebra II.  

 Science and Social Studies standards will continue to be 
assessed under the present OAS standards. 
 



Partnership for Assessment of Readiness 
for College and Career (PARCC) 

Superintendent Barresi has notified PARCC that 
Oklahoma will not be participating in the spring 2015 
administration of the PARCC Assessment. 

Oklahoma will be issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) 
to develop our own state assessments in 
English/language arts and math for grades 3 – 8  
aligned to the CCSS. 

The state will work with our current testing vendor to 
align high school EOI tests to reflect the significant 
instructional shifts and rigor of the CCSS. 



PARCC 
The decision was made due to the following factors: 
Time on Task- Under the state plan, assessments will 

require that students test about half of the time as the 
PARCC assessments. State assessments will be 
administered over one (1) testing window as opposed to 
two (2) windows supported by PARCC. 

Technology- The 2014 – 2015 assessments will require 
computerized tests developed only for grades 6 – EOI as  
in the past. Grades 3 – 5 will continue to test in a 
paper/pencil format. 



PARCC 
Office of Instructional Technology conducted a speed test 

in April to determine the state’s technology readiness. The 
state currently does not have the technological 
infrastructure to handle the time on task nor the enhanced 
test items as required by PARCC. 

Cost- It is estimated that more than two (2) million 
dollars a year will be saved by the state developing 
its own assessments. 
PARCC cost estimates will be released at a later date but 

will not include multiple retake opportunities for EOI tests. 



EOI Field Testing of the Common Core 
State Standards 

 EOI English II, English III, Algebra I, Algebra II, 
and Geometry tests will include field test items 
aligned to the CCSS next spring. Item types will 
include evidence-based selected responses, 
technology enhanced, short constructed 
responses, and extended responses. English II 
and English III writing extended responses will 
be passage-based prompts, and students will 
write their responses online. 



New Legislation 
House Bill 1303 
 Any person under the age of eighteen (18) who has previously 

completed and successfully passed a reading proficiency test 
from another state may submit the results of such test to the 
State Department of Education for verification and approval.  

 The SDE shall have thirty (30) days from receipt of the reading 
proficiency results submitted by the person to verify that the 
reading proficiency requirements from the other state are 
equivalent or comparable to the reading proficiency 
requirements established for Oklahoma students.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



New Legislation 
Upon verification and approval by the SDE, the 

Department shall furnish the person with the 
documentation needed for the driver license 
application in Oklahoma.  



New Legislation 

Senate Bill 559 
 Students who score ten percent (10) above the cut scores 

approved by the State Board of Education for the ACT, 
SAT, ACT PLAN or PSAT alternate tests shall be deemed to 
have satisfactorily demonstrated mastery of the state 
academic content standards in the subject areas for 
which alternative tests have been approved and shall be 
exempt from taking the EOI tests in the subject areas of 
Algebra II, English III, Geometry, or U.S. History .   



New Legislation 
 Students who have a score that is equal to or above the cut 

scores approved by the State Board of Education for the 
Advanced Placement course exams, ACT Workkeys, College-Level 
Examination Program (CLEP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) 
alternate tests shall be deemed to have satisfactorily 
demonstrated mastery of the state academic content standards 
in the subject areas for which alternative tests have been 
approved and shall be exempt from taking the EOI tests in the 
subject areas of Algebra II, English III, Geometry, or U.S. History .  

 The State Board of Education shall adopt rules providing for the 
implementation. The rules shall provide for the designation of 
students as proficient or advanced based on the scores 
obtained. 



New Legislation 
Senate Bill 226 
 Students who have been denied a standard diploma by the 

school district in which the student is or was enrolled for failing 
to meet the testing graduation requirements may re-enroll in 
the school district that denied the student a standard diploma.  

 The students shall be provided remediation or intervention and 
the opportunity to retake the test until at least a proficient score 
is attained on the test(s) necessary to obtain a standard diploma. 

 Students who re-enroll in the school district shall be exempt 
from the hourly instructional requirements of the six-period 
enrollment. 



New Legislation 

House Bill 1071 
The performance of students on any test required by 
the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP) Act who 
are enrolled full time in an online program that is 
offered by a school district or charter school that is not 
the district of residence or is not located in the district 
of residence of the student will be reported separately 
by the school district or charter school and will not be 
included when determining the performance levels of 
the school district or charter school in the OSTP. 

 



Contact Information 

Joyce DeFehr 
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