

Date

Name

Address

City, State Zip

Dear [NAME] Parents,

Earlier this year, you were notified of the requirements of the Oklahoma Reading Sufficiency Act (RSA) and the retention requirements of that law. In an effort to keep you updated on your child’s reading progress, this letter is a notification that your child has demonstrated a substantial deficiency in reading. As you may know, every student in kindergarten, first grade, second grade, and third grade is assessed at the beginning and end of the school year to determine the child’s reading level. As a part of this process, your child’s current reading level was determined by use of a screening assessment that provides your child’s teacher with information to help meet your child’s academic needs.    
________________ Public Schools has chosen to use the __________________ assessment. This assessment indicates your child’s reading level to be at ____________. (More information about your child’s reading level can be found on the chart attached to this letter.) Your child’s performance on this assessment has been documented and will be used to develop an individualized plan to improve instruction to your child and to develop targeted reading interventions.

The plan that has been created for your child is an Academic Progress Plan (APP) designed to remediate areas of deficiency in reading and to identify instruction services and supports that will best serve your child. For your reference, attached to this letter is a list of support services/supplemental supports being provided to your child through his/her APP. 

The RSA law is intended to ensure that students have the necessary reading skills in order to be successful in grade four and beyond, where the rigors of reading in the content areas increase. If your child’s reading level does not improve by the end of the school year, he/she may need to attend the Summer Academy Reading Program or take part in other intensive intervention strategies for remediation. These are provided in order to bring your child’s reading performance to third-grade level. 

To be promoted to fourth grade, state law requires that your child must score at/or above Proficient (i.e., Your child will need to score Proficient or Advanced on the Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary portion of the Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP)). If your child does not meet RSA criteria, he/she may still be promoted if one or more of the seven good cause exemptions. It is important to note that OSTP results are the initial determinant for promotion decisions, but not the sole determiner. Portfolio reviews, alternative assessments and additional exemptions are available to assist the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for a grade promotion. 

If any student is retained, the law requires __________ Public Schools to continue to provide intensive remediation to those students. The law does allow for a mid-year promotion to the fourth grade if, at any time prior to November 1st of the retention year, your child demonstrates the necessary skills for promotion. __________ Public Schools has adopted a policy addressing mid-year promotion. It is attached for your information.

This notification is solely provided to keep you informed and apprised of your child’s progress. Further, it is to notify you that additional intensive intervention strategies and possible attendance at a Summer Academy Reading Program may be necessary to ensure your child’s success. Because we want to make sure you are involved in this plan, the following page includes a list of activities that you can do at home to help improve your child’s reading. 
It is our intention to continue working diligently with your child. Our faculty is dedicated to providing your child with every opportunity to grow and succeed as a reader. We look forward to partnering with you throughout the spring semester to make sure your child is reading on grade level. 
If you have any questions regarding Summer Academy Reading Program or other intensive intervention strategies for remediation, please don’t hesitate to contact   ____________________ at _____________.


Thank you,

**Please see next page for Notification of Eligibility
Notification of Eligibility for Summer Academy Reading Program
Child: ________________________________    Classroom Teacher: _____________________________

Assessment Information


	Date Administered
	Benchmark Score
	Child Score

	September 2016
	
	

	December 2016
	
	

	April 2017
	
	


I, _______________(parent name)_______________, have been notified that the above listed scores determine that my child ____________(child name)________________ is currently eligible to attend Summer Reading Academy at ________(school site)__________.  I understand that at this time my child is not committed to attend.  I understand that my child will continue to receive supportive instruction in reading as is outlined in his/her Academic Progress Plan.  I also understand that I will receive further information about the Summer Reading Academy or other intensive intervention strategies for remediation at a later time this school year.

List of activities that I can do with my child at home:

· Read aloud to your child

· Buy books for birthday and holiday gifts; take advantage of free book giveaways or purchase books at garage sales/thrift stores

· Visit the library regularly; attend read-aloud story times

· Take a positive interest in all of your child's school subjects

· Play word games and engage in other learning activities

· Provide your child with an age-appropriate dictionary

· Have at least a five-minute conversation with your child each day

· Encourage your child to write notes and letters; provide help when necessary

· Encourage your child to read for enjoyment each day

· Make sure your child is well-rested and has a good breakfast each day before school

· Stay in regular contact with your child's teacher 
______________________________________


__________________

Parent Signature






Date

______________________________________


__________________

Parent Signature






Date
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