

Sample District Policy for RSA

THIRD GRADE RETENTION POLICY
Oklahoma’s current law requires that third grade students who score at the unsatisfactory level on the reading portion of the third grade criterion-referenced test shall not be promoted to the fourth grade, unless they meet the exemptions set forth in this policy under section II.
I. The parent of any student who is found to have a reading deficiency and is not reading at the appropriate grade level beginning with the first grade class of 2011-12 and has been provided a program of reading instruction shall be notified in writing of the following:
· That the student has been identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading;
· A description of the current services that are provided to the student.

· A description of the proposed supplemental instructional services and supports that will be provided to the student that are designed to remediate the identified area of reading deficiency.

· That the student will not be promoted to the fourth grade if the reading deficiency is not remediated by the end of the third grade, unless the student is exempt for good cause as set forth in Section II of this policy.

· Strategies for parents to use in helping their child succeed in reading proficiency.

· While the results of the criterion-referenced test are the initial determinant, it is not the sole determiner of promotion and that portfolio reviews and assessments are available.

· The specific criteria and policies of the school district for midyear promotion.
II. For those students who do not meet the academic requirements for promotion at the end of the third grade school year, (Name of School) may promote the student for good cause only according to one or more of the six good cause exemptions. 

In addition to the good-cause exemptions, requests to exempt students from the academic requirements for promotion to the next grade shall only be made upon documentation submitted from the teacher of the student to the school principal that indicates that the promotion of the student is appropriate and is based upon the record of the student.
RSA Remediation

III. Beginning with the 2011-2012 school year, (Name of School) shall:
1. Conduct a review of the program of reading instruction for all students who score at the unsatisfactory level on the reading portion of the criterion-referenced test and did not meet the criteria for one of the good-cause exemptions as set forth in section of this section. The review shall address additional supports and services needed to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency. The school district shall require a student portfolio to be completed for each retained student.

2. Provide to students who have been retained with intensive interventions in reading, intensive Instruction services and supports to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency, including a minimum of ninety (90) minutes of daily, uninterrupted, scientific-research-based reading instruction. Retained students shall be provided other strategies prescribed by the school district, which may include, but are not limited to:
a) small group instruction,

b) reduced teacher-student ratios,

c) more frequent progress monitoring,

d) tutoring or mentoring,

e) transition classes containing third- and fourth grade students,

f) extended school day, week, or year, and

g) summer reading academy
3. Provide written notification to the parent or guardian of any student who is to be retained that the student has not met the proficiency level required for promotion and the reasons the student is not eligible for a good-cause exemption. The notification shall include a description of proposed interventions and intensive instructional supports that will be provided to the student to remediate the identified areas of reading deficiency;

4. Provide parents of retained students the district’s policy on midyear promotion. 

5. Provide students who are retained with a high performing teacher who can address the needs of the student, based on student performance data and above satisfactory performance appraisals.

6. Provide students who are retained with at least one of the following instructional options:

a) supplemental tutoring in scientific-research-based reading services in addition to the regular reading block, including tutoring before or after school,

b) a parent-guided “Read at Home” assistance plan, as developed by the State Department of Education, the purpose of which is to encourage regular parent-guided home reading

c) a mentor or tutor with specialized reading training.
READING SUFFICIENCY

Remediation

Reading sufficiency testing will be conducted in this school district to ensure that each student has attained the necessary reading skills upon completion of the third grade.  Every student enrolled in kindergarten, first, second, and third grades shall be assessed for the acquisition of reading skills for the grade level in which enrolled.  Except for students who are on an individualized education program, have limited English proficiency, or for whom English is a second language, any student

found not to be reading at the appropriate grade level shall be provided a reading assessment plan. The plan shall include a program of instruction in reading designed to enable the student to acquire the appropriate grade level of reading skills. The plan shall also include, but not be limited to:
1. Additional in-school instructional time sufficient for the development of reading and comprehension skills of the student;

2. Tutorial instruction as needed after regular school hours, on Saturdays, and during the summer; however, such instruction may not be counted toward the 180 day school year required by law;
3. The five essential elements of reading instruction: phonemic awareness, phonics, spelling, reading fluency and comprehension. 
The program will be continued until the student is determined not to be in need of remediation. The district reading sufficiency plan shall be adopted and annually updated, with input from school administrators, teachers, students, and parents, and if possible a reading specialist, and which shall be submitted to and approved by the State Board of Education as a part of the Comprehensive Local Education Plan. This plan shall include a plan for each site, which includes an analysis of the data provided by the Oklahoma School Testing Program and other reading assessments utilized.  A committee will be established at each school site to determine the reading assessment plan for each student for whom a plan is necessary. The committee shall be composed of educators and, if possible, shall include a certified reading specialist. A student’s parent or guardian shall be included in the development of a plan for that student.
A new reading assessment plan shall be developed and implemented for any third grade student in need of remediation as determined by multiple ongoing assessments and reading assessments administered in the Oklahoma School Testing Program. If possible, a fourth-grade teacher shall be involved in the development of the reading assessment plan. The new plan shall include specialized tutoring and may include a recommendation as to whether the student should be retained in the third grade at the close of the year. The student’s parent or guardian shall be included in the retention consideration.

Policy on Midyear promotion

Retained students may only be promoted midyear prior to November 1 and only upon demonstrating a level of proficiency required to score above the unsatisfactory level sufficient to master appropriate fourth-grade-level skills, as determined by the school. A midyear promotion shall be made only upon agreement of the parent or guardian of the student and the school principal.[image: image1.png]
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