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RE:  S.B. 262 
SUBJECT:  Workplace Safety Training in Schools 
 
Senate Bill 262 becomes effective August 20, 2015. This bill requires workplace safety training 
to be made available to schools. 
 

• Section 1(A):  Requires the State Department of Education to work with the Oklahoma 
Department of Labor to compile information regarding workplace safety training for 
grades 7-12 and make it available to local school districts. 

 
o The information must include the Department of Labor’s “Youth @ Work 

Talking Safety: A Safety and Health Curriculum for Young Workers.” 
 

• Section 1(B):  The Department of Education must encourage school districts to inform 
teachers, grade 7-12, about the importance of incorporating workplace safety training into 
their curriculum. 
 

• Section 1(C):  Requires the State Board of Education to promulgate rules for 
implementation. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Susan Pinson, Executive 
Director for Professional Development and Technical Assistance, at (405) 522-1835 or Ms. 
Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
New Law at:  70 O.S. 11-103.6j 
!
  

S.B. 262 
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RE:  H.B. 1687 
SUBJECT:  Adult Education 
 
House Bill 1687 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill would allow for other assessments to 
be used in addition to the General Education Diploma (GED) assessment for purposes of 
achieving a high school diploma. 
 

• Sections 1-3:  Changes multiple mentions of the General Education Diploma (GED) to 
“high school equivalency” diploma, in effect allowing for the State Board of Career and 
Technology Education to explore other contracts for assessments leading to a high school 
diploma. 
 

• Section 2(B):  Clarifies that the State Department of Education retains the responsibility 
for issuing diplomas to those who successfully complete a high school equivalency test, 
pursuant to criteria established by the State Board of Education. 

 
• Section 3:  Funds accruing to the “Adult Education Revolving Fund” must be used for 

oversight and management of the high school equivalency test. 
 

• Sections 4-6:  Changes multiple mentions of the General Education Diploma (GED) to 
“high school equivalency” diploma, for the purposes of those inmates in Department of 
Corrections custody, which could allow for inmates to take a paper/pencil exam at their 
correctional facility. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 3-110.1, 14-132, 14-133; 57 O.S. 138, 510.7, 510.8  
!
  

H.B. 1687 
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RE:  S.B. 137 
SUBJECT:  Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program Eligibility 
 
Senate Bill 137 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill expands eligibility for students under 
the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP) if their parent(s) income is less than 
$50,000 after removing military and disability income. 
 

• Current law sets certain qualifications to determine whether or not a student is in 
financial need for purposes of the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP).  
A student is not eligible if, upon application, the income from taxable and nontaxable 
sources of the student’s parent(s) exceeds $50,000 per year.  
 

• Section 1(D):  Directs the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to review the 
determination of financial qualification if the student’s parent(s) income includes 
nontaxable military benefits or income received from the federal Social Security 
Administration due to the death or disability of the student’s parent(s). If the income, 
excluding these sources, does not exceed $50,000 per year, then the student is determined 
to have met the financial qualifications. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549, or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 2605 
!
  

S.B. 137 
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RE:  S.B. 414 
SUBJECT:  Higher Education 
 
Senate Bill 189 becomes effective August 20, 2015. This bill expands the universities where the 
Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant can be used. 
 

• Current law establishes the Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant Program to maximize 
use of existing educational resources and facilities within the state and authorizes the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to award grants to Oklahoma 
undergraduate students. 
  

• Section 1:  States that eligible institutions include Bacone College, Family of Faith 
College, Mid-America Christian University, Oklahoma Baptist University, Oklahoma 
Christian University, Oklahoma City University, Oklahoma Wesleyan University, Oral 
Roberts University, Southern Nazarene University, Southwestern Christian University, 
St. Gregory's University, the University of Tulsa and Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College. 

 
o Directs that the State Regents are to review and take action on complaints 

concerning eligible institutions, and institutions must adhere to the complaint 
processes established by the State Regents. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 2632 
!
  

S.B. 414 
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RE:  S.B. 474 
SUBJECT:  Income Tax Refund Donation 
 
Senate Bill 474 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill requires a provision on each 
income tax return form to allow for a donation to a 529 College Savings Plan. 
 

• Section 2:  Directs that each state individual income tax return form after December 31, 
2015, is to contain a provision to allow for a donation from a tax refund to be made to a 
specified Oklahoma College Savings Plan (529).  

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  68 O.S. 205 
New Law at:  68 O.S. 2368.27 
!
  

S.B. 474 
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RE:  S.B. 763 
SUBJECT:  Foster Youth 
 
Senate Bill 189 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill amends the Independent Living 
Act to require information on OHLAP to be provided to foster families. 

 
• Section 1(G):  Directs the Department of Human Services, in conjunction with the 

Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, to provide parents and legal guardians of 
foster youth with information on the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program 
(OHLAP), to include eligibility, application guidelines, academic requirements, and any 
other information required for participation in the program. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  10A O.S. 1-9-107 
!
  

S.B. 763 
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RE:  H.B. 1032 
SUBJECT:  Oklahoma Open Meeting Act 
 
House Bill 1032 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill amends the portion of the Open 
Meetings Act dealing with executive sessions. 
 

• Section 1(D):  Directs that no landowner, real estate salesperson, broker, developer or any 
other person who could profit from a proposed transaction concerning real property under 
consideration by a public body in executive session can be present in the executive 
session unless they are under an existing agreement to represent the public body.  

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  25 O.S. 307 
!
  

H.B. 1032 
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RE:  H.B. 2119 
SUBJECT:  Public Contracts 
 
House Bill 2119 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill allows for a contract bid period 
to be extended by the awarding public agency. 
 

• Current law allows the governing body of an awarding public agency to extend the 
contract award period for an additional 15 days where state or local funds are involved or 
90 days where federal funds are involved regarding construction of a public 
improvement.  
 

• Section 1:  Allows the Division or awarding public agency to extend a contract award 
period by no more than 120 days from the opening bid date upon mutual written 
agreement between the lowest responsible bidder and the awarding public agency. 

 
o “Public agency” is defined to mean the State of Oklahoma, and any county, city, 

town, school district or other political subdivision of the state, any public trust, 
any public entity specifically created by the statutes of the State of Oklahoma or 
as a result of statutory authorization therefor, and any department, agency, board, 
bureau, commission, committee or authority of any of the foregoing public 
entities. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Nancy Hughes, Executive 
Director of Financial Accounting/OCAS/Audits, at (405) 521-2517 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, 
Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  61 O.S. 111 
Helpful Statutory References:  61 O.S. 102 
  

H.B. 2119 
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RE:  S.B. 312 
SUBJECT:  Elections 
 
Senate Bill 312 becomes effective January 1, 2016. This bill modifies the dates on which local 
elections, including school board elections, can occur. 
 

• Current law requires county election boards to only schedule elections on Tuesdays. 
 

• Section 1(B):  Directs that local elections, including special elections, held in any county, 
school district, technology center school district, municipality or other political 
subdivision can only call an election on one of the following dates: 

 
o The second Tuesday of February in any year, 
o The first Tuesday of April in any year, 
o The same date as any regularly scheduled statewide state or federal election in an 

even-numbered year, 
o The second Tuesday of September in an odd-numbered year, and 
o The second Tuesday of November in an odd-numbered year. 

 
• Section 1(C):  Limits elections for any other purpose besides filling an elective office to: 

 
o The second Tuesday of January, February, May, June, July, August, September, 

October and November, and the first Tuesday in March and April in odd-
numbered years.  
 

o The second Tuesday of January and February, the first Tuesday in March and 
April, the last Tuesday in June, the fourth Tuesday in August, and the first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in November of even-numbered years.  

 
• Section 7(D):  Allows for a special filing period for boards of education for school 

districts and technology center school districts, if necessary, to be scheduled not more 
than 20 days following the date the resolution is required to be submitted to the county 
election board. 

 
• Section 8(B):  If a board of education of a school district or technology school district 

does not fill a vacancy by appointment within 60 days, the board must call a special 
election to fill the unexpired term. The election date, must be on one of the dates set in 
Section 1, and the filing period must be as prescribed in Section 7(D). 

S.B. 312 



!

 
Note:  S.B. 312 and S.B. 399 both amend the same portion of law, 26 O.S. 3-101, and as such, 
should be read together. 
 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  26 O.S. 3-101, 13A-109, 13A-110 
Helpful Statutory References: 11 O.S. 16-102 
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RE:  S.B. 340 
SUBJECT:  Annual Audit Requirements for Interlocal Entities 
 
Senate Bill 340 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill requires Interlocal Entities to file 
a report by a qualified actuary with the Insurance Commissioner. 
 

• Current law requires any entity organized pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Act that 
insures an Oklahoma educational institution, and has received premiums or contributions 
of any amount for any kind of insurance that the Interlocal Entity transacts within a 12 
month period, to have an annual audit by an independent CPA and file a report with the 
Insurance Commissioner within 180 days following the end of the fiscal year. 
 

• Section 1:  The report done by the independent CPA must contain several items. Added 
to this list is an unqualified opinion from the CPA that the audited financial report 
represents a fair presentation of the Interlocal Entity’s financial position. 

 
o Such entities are required to file an actuarial opinion, prepared by a qualified 

actuary, with the Insurance Commissioner within 180 days following the end of 
the fiscal year. The opinion should certify the amount and adequacy of the entity’s 
reserves for loss and loss adjustment expenses, including amounts for Incurred 
But Not Reported (IBNR) Claims, and the adequacy of the entity's premiums. 
 

• “Qualified actuary” is defined as an individual who is a member of the American 
Academy of Actuaries and who has met the Qualification Standards for Actuaries 
Issuing Statements of Actuarial Opinions in the United States promulgated by the 
American Academy of Actuaries. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Nancy Hughes, Executive 
Director of Financial Accounting/OCAS/Audits, at (405) 521-2517 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, 
Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  36 O.S. 607.1 
!
  

S.B. 340 
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RE:  S.B. 399 
SUBJECT:  Elections 
 
Senate Bill 399 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill changes the allowable filing 
periods for school board elections. 
 

• Section 3(C):  Requires that in the event any day of a candidate filing period occurs on a 
Saturday, Sunday or an official state holiday, that day of the filing period will be 
scheduled for the next business day.  

 
• Section 3(E):  Requires that any school district, technology center district, municipality, 

or other entity seeking a special election to fill a vacancy must schedule a candidate filing 
period of three days that occurs not more than 20 days from the date the resolution is 
required to be filed with the county election board. 

 
Note:  S.B. 399 and S.B. 312 both amend the same portion of law, 26 O.S. 3-101, and as such, 
should be read together. 
 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  26 O.S. 3-101!
  

S.B. 399 
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RE:  H.B. 1150 
SUBJECT:  Schools 
 
House Bill 1150 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill removes private treatment facility 
from a list of entities that cannot be located near a school. 
 

• Current law lists several entities that cannot be located within 1,000 feet of any public or 
private school. 
 

• Section 1:  Removes “private treatment facility” from this list. 
 

o Statute defines “treatment facility” as any facility that offers either inpatient, 
intermediate or outpatient treatment to any person suffering from alcohol or drug 
abuse, or alcohol- or drug-related problems, and is certified by the Board of 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  43A O.S. 3-417.1 
Helpful Statutory References:  43A O.S. 3-403 
!
!
  

H.B. 1150 
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RE:  H.B. 1460 
SUBJECT:  Regulating Possession of Knives 
 
House Bill 1460 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill amends the state preemption 
statute to allow for schools to adopt a policy regulating possession of knives. 
 

• Current law, under the State Preemption statute, states that for certain weapons a 
municipality or other legal entity may not adopt an ordinance or policy that is more strict 
than what the state has set forth. Currently, that list does not include knives. 
 

• Section 1(A):  Adds knives to the list of weapons in the preemption statute, and allows 
for any public or private school to create a policy to regulate possession of knives on 
school property and in any school bus or vehicle. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  21 O.S. 1289.24 
!
 
!
! !

H.B. 1460 
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RE:  H.B. 1685 
SUBJECT:  School Health and Safety 
 
House Bill 1685 becomes effective August 20, 2015. This bill creates the 24/7 Tobacco-Free 
Schools Act. 
 

• Section 3:  Prohibits the use of tobacco products in or on any educational facility, 
including facilities where programs for early childhood education and grades k-12 are 
held. Additionally, it prohibits use in school vehicles and at any school-sponsored or 
school-sanctioned event or activity. 

 
o “Educational Facility” is defined as any property, building, permanent structure, 

facility, auditorium, stadium, arena, or recreational facility owned, leased or under 
the control of the school district or private school.   
 

o Educational facility does not include technology centers; however, Section 6 
states that if they offer programs for early childhood or grades k-12, then tobacco 
products are prohibited in the building and on the grounds by all persons when an 
activity is being held. Chewing tobacco, smoking tobacco, tobacco product and 
school vehicle are also defined. 
 

o School districts are not prohibited from having more restrictive policies regarding 
tobacco products. 

 
• Section 4(M):  Reduces the punishment for violation from a misdemeanor to a citation 

and fine of not more than $100. 
 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Lynn Jones, Executive 
Director of Accreditation, at (405) 521-6638 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  21 O.S. 1247; 63 O.S. 1-1522, 1-1523 
New Law at:  70 O.S. 1210.211, 1210.212, 1210.213  
!
! !

H.B. 1685 








