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Aligning IEP goals to the Essential 
Elements for students that 
participate in the Oklahoma 
Alternate Assessment Program 
(OAAP)



Agenda

-Why are the Essential Elements important?
-Locating the Essential Elements and 
Mini-Maps
-Looking at examples of IEP goals aligned to 
the Essential Elements with short term 
objectives
-Practice
-Ticket out the Door
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Why are the Essential Elements important? 
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How to locate the Essential Elements

• The Essential Elements are located on the Dynamic Learning 
Maps Professional Development website. Click on 
Instructional Resources. 

https://www.dlmpd.com/
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https://www.dlmpd.com/


How to locate the Essential Elements
The Instructional Resources webpage looks like this.
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How to locate the Essential Elements
Once you click on DLM Essential Elements Unpacking, you can 
click on the elements for ELA and Math. 

IEP goals and Essential Elements6



Example of the Unpacked Essential Elements
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How to locate Mini-Maps
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-Go to Dynamic Learning Maps- Oklahoma webpage 
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma

-Under Resources 
-Click on Currently Tested Essential Elements
for English Language Arts or Mathematics 

-Once you open that you can search by your grade level 

https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/oklahoma


Example of a Mini-Map
-Mini-Maps are a good resource to use when writing IEP goals to see what tasks the student needs to 
accomplish to progress through the linkage levels. 
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Why do students participating in Oklahoma’s 
Alternate Assessment Program need to have 
short-term objectives written for IEP goals? 
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Oklahoma’s IEP Handbook states: 

IDEA, Part B Requirements: Development, review, and revision of IEP requires students have short-
term objectives (34 CFR §300.320(a)(2)(ii)).



Essential Element: ELA.EE.RI.5.5 Determine if a text tells about 
events, gives directions, or provides information on a topic.

Possible Goal:
Given an informational text with 
an option to be read aloud, John 
will verbally identify if the text is 
providing information, telling 
about events, or giving 
directions with 90% accuracy in 
5 trials. 

Possible Short-Term        
Objectives:
- Given an informational text with an option 
to be read aloud, John will verbally identify 
if the text is providing information with 70% 
accuracy in 4 trials with no more than 1 
verbal prompt by May 2022.
- Given an informational text with an option 
to be read aloud, John will verbally identify 
if the text is telling about events or giving 
directions with 80% accuracy in 4 trials with 
no more than 1 verbal prompt by December 
2022.
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Essential Element: EE.2.NBT.6-7- Use objects, representations, and 
numbers (0-20) to add and subtract. 

Possible Goal:
Given addition and subtraction 
problems using numbers 0-20, 
Abby will use addition and 
subtraction strategies learned in 
class (ex. manipulatives, 
drawing, counting on/backward) 
to solve a mix of 10 addition and 
subtraction problems with 90% 
accuracy in 5 trials. 

Possible Short-Term        
Objectives:
-Given addition problems using numbers 0-20, 
Abby will use addition strategies learned in class 
(ex. manipulatives, drawing, counting on) to 
solve 5 addition problems with 80% accuracy in 
4 trials by April 2022. 

-Given subtraction problems using numbers 0-
20, Abby will use subtraction strategies learned 
in class (ex. manipulatives, drawing, counting 
backward) to solve 5 subtraction problems with 
80% accuracy in 4 trials by November 2022. 
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Benefits of using Instructionally Embedded Assessments
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• Instructionally Embedded Assessments are available 
during the fall and spring testing window to provide data 
on student performance (September 13, 2021 - February 23, 2022)

• It provides information to guide instruction based on 
each students needs

• Delivered through Kite just like the Year-End Alternate 
Assessment

• Provides a report to show which Essential Element 
students have mastered, are working on, or were not 
tested on yet 



Instructionally Embedded Assessments
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Instructionally Embedded Assessment Cycle
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Practice

Think about a student on your 
caseload who participates in 
the OAAP. Look at your 
annual IEP goals and write 
two short-term objectives for 
that goal. *This is just for you to practice. We 
will not be collecting this information.

Timer will be set for 10 
minutes.  
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Ticket out the door!

-Fill out the Forms Training survey to provide feedback on this 
training. 

Thanks so much for participating! We appreciate all you do for 
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities. 
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Contact Information 

Caroline Misner
OAAP Specialist 

Office of Assessments
caroline.misner@sde.ok.gov

405.522.1677
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Kristen Coleman
Program Specialist

Office of Special Education Services
kristen.coleman@sde.ok.gov

405.522.1463

Kurt Johnson
Assistant Executive Director of State Assessments

Office of Assessments
kurt.johnson@sde.ok.gov

405.521.3747
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