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Considerations for 
Educators



Overview guide
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https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_Overview%20and%20Framing%20Questions_BK_MCdocx.pdf


Administrator’s Toolkit
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https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_OSTP_Key_Questions%20for%20Administrators%208.26_BK.MCdocx.pdf


Educator’s Toolkit
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https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_OSTP_Educators_Key_Questions%20BK.MC_docx.pdf


Questions to Consider
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How do state assessments fit into a system of assessment and what 
does assessment-related data tell us about student learning?

How can assessment-related data in the OSTP Data portal help us 
understand how well interventions implemented in SY 2021 worked? 

How can assessment-related data in the OSTP Data portal inform 
curricular and instructional decisions for this year? 



What is the 
Purpose of State 
Summative 
Assessments?
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State summative assessments are part of a system
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Classroom, district, and state summative assessments can work together in a 

coherent system to produce multiple pieces of evidence at different points in 

time. 



Doing so can provide educators with timely and actionable information to monitor 

student learning and make adjustments so that summative results corroborate 

local observations. 
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● Classroom Level: L- Lesson-level formative, BM- Benchmarking (e.g., Common Formative, Unit Benchmark)

● District Level: BM- District Benchmark, BOY- Beginning of the Year, MOY- Middle of the Year, and EOY- End of the Year

● State Level: State Summative

Local Assessment System (example)

Source: D’Brot, 2022
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BM BM BM BM BMBM BM

https://www.nciea.org/blog/monitoring-covid-recovery-efforts/


Performance-related data from state summative 
assessments helps us understand how well students did 
relative to end-of-year expectations.

Grade-Level expectations outlined in the standards

Where students 

are relative to end-

of-year 

expectations

• Is about proficiency on grade-level knowledge

• Is a single snapshot and does not tell the 
whole story

• Should be used in conjunction with district and 
classroom assessments to monitor progress 
and overall achievement
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Uses of performance-related data in a typical year

In a typical year, performance-related data from state summative 

assessments helps us understand system-level decisions about 

❏ how groups of students are learning standards;

❏ how district or school curriculum might be working; and 

❏ where additional professional development may be needed 

(e.g., content specific, best practices, curriculum, etc.). 
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Performance-related data as a new post-pandemic reality

● Students and educators have faced disruptions in both the 2019-2020 and 2020-

2021 school years. 

● Spring 2021 results reflected the pandemic-related challenges, and those results 

serve as a baseline that represents a new, post-pandemic reality.
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Performance-related data as a way to monitor recovery 

When connected with local data, spring 2022 results help provide 

an honest appraisal of

❏ where students are today and

❏ what impact interventions and strategies implemented in  

SY 2021–2022 had on student learning.
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What are the 
Considerations for 
Comparing SY 2021 
and SY 2022 Data? 
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Who was instructed? 

Did you experience changes to your enrollment between 

SYs 2020– 2021 and 2021– 2022?
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Who tested? 
Were there changes in the demographics of the students that tested in spring 2022 

compared to students that tested in spring 2021?
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Lower Participation Requires Context

We urge caution when comparing summary reports because of the 

possibility of differences in the testing populations between SYs 

2020– 2021 and 2021– 2022. 
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School Profile Change over Time

2021 school profile:

• 232 total students

• 14% American Indian,13% 
Hispanic, and 52% White

• 75% Economically Disadvantaged

• 13% Students with Disabilities

97% ELA participation rate, overall

• Grade 3: 95% (7%% Prof/Adv)

• Grade 4: 99% (13% Prof/Adv)

• Grade 5: 99% (28% Prof/Adv)

17 Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit

2022 school profile:

• 140 total students

• 17% American Indian, 14% 
Hispanic, and 57% White

• 57% Economically Disadvantaged

• 20% Students with Disabilities

99% ELA participation rate, overall
• Grade 3: 98% (11% Prof/Adv)

• Grade 4: 100% (9% Prof/Adv)

• Grade 5: 100% (27% Prof/Adv)
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Performance
How does student performance from spring 2022 compare with spring 2021?

Improvements Stable Decline

● How did the interventions 

contribute to improvement?

● How did schools climate 

contribute?

● What local assessment 

evidence corroborates 

improvement? 

● How did the interventions 

support students in 

maintaining performance?  

● How were different student 

groups impacted?

● What does local assessment 

evidence indicate?

● Why didn’t the interventions 

support impact performance?  

● How were interventions 

selected, implemented, 

monitored, and adjusted 

based on data?

● What does local assessment 

evidence indicate? 

Enrollment and Participation

● Are your enrollment demographics for your SY 2021– 2022 school year comparable to SY 2020– 2021 (By grade level? 

By student group?)

● Did you acquire transfer students or reclaim students that may have had different access to grade-level learning during 

SY 2020– 2021?

● Were the students that tested in SY 2021– 2022 representative of the students who tested in SY 2020– 2021 (By 

grade level? By student group?)
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What does 
Assessment-Related 
Data Tell Us About 
Student Learning?
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OSTP performance data
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Performance Levels: how ready are students for the next 
grade, course, or level?

Students 

demonstrate partial 

mastery of the 

essential 

knowledge and 

skills that are 

foundational for 

proficient work at 

their grade level or 

course and may not 

on track to be ready 

for college or 

career.

Students demonstrate 

mastery over 

challenging grade-

level subject matter, 

can analyze and apply 

such knowledge to real-

world situations, that 

students are ready for 

the next grade, course, 

or level of education, 

and are on track to be 

ready for college or 

career.

Below Basic

Basic

Advanced

Proficient

Students 

demonstrate 

superior 

performance 

on challenging 

subject matter. 

Source- Senate Bill 1197

Students have 

not performed at 

least at the basic 

level

https://legiscan.com/OK/text/SB1197/id/1788655


Performance Levels are defined by Performance 
Index Scores (OPI) 
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● A student’s OPI score is used to place them in one of four performance levels.

● OPIs are obtained by translating raw scores onto a common scale to account 

for differences in item complexity across test forms so that comparisons 

between test takers can made made.

Grade 5 Math OPI Score Ranges and Performance Levels



Performance index (OPI) scores 
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● Performance Index (OPI) Scores supplement performance-level data by 

pinpointing where a score is relative to the performance level cut-points. 

● OPI scores range from 200-399 where 300 is always proficient. 

● Average or mean OPI scores allow for comparison of student groups.
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OPI- 289

https://oklahoma.onlinehelp.cognia.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/Performance_Level_Look_Up_Table_Spring_2022.pdf


OPIs: where are students today?
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Grade 3-8 OSTP Performance Level Lookup Table

Grade 11: ACT/SAT OPI Conversion
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Mean OPI scores pinpoint 

overall performance within a 

performance level. 

Grade 11 OPI scale scores for 

ELA and Math are displayed 

in the Accountability Reporting 

application in the Assessment 

Performance Report. 

https://oklahoma.onlinehelp.cognia.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2022/06/Performance_Level_Look_Up_Table_Spring_2022.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2019_SAT_ACT%20Standard%20Setting%20and%20Conversion%20Tablesv2.pdf


Reporting Category Performance
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Reporting Category Performance indicates the likelihood that a student or 

group of students demonstrated grade-level performance expectations within 

content-specific categories (e.g., critical reading and writing for ELA). 
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Reporting Category scores are based on a subset of 
content-specific items. 

Performance in each Reporting Category is determined by a student’s 

performance on a subset of content-specific items for each reporting category. 

Subsets range from 6 to 25 items.
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Reading/Writing Process

Critical Reading/Writing

Vocabulary

Language 

Research

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

RWP

Full State 

Summative 

Assessment

(> 50 operational 

Items)

● Identify objective text-based summaries that 

include main idea, supporting details, and a 

logical sequence of events

● Compare and contrast details in 

literary and nonfiction/informational 

texts to classify genres

● Recognize the paraphrase of original text 

most of the time

● Engage in a recursive writing process to 

create purposeful written works

Grade-Level Content Assessed for RWP (GR 5)
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Reporting category scores: what’s working? where might 
students need extra support? 

● Performance by Reporting Category provides an additional piece of information 

that when connected with your local assessment data, helps educators 

understand where students are demonstrating grade-level expectations and 

where they may need extra support in each subject.

27
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● U.S. History

● Civics

U.S. History



How can Performance 
Levels, OPIs, and 
Reporting Category 
Subscores be Used to 
Prioritize Content? 

OSTP Data Portal
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Accessing data in the OSTP Data Portal
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Login with your Username and Password. Click 

reporting and then choose the report and school or 

district for which you wish to review data

Access to the OSTP Data Portal is granted at the 

district level

https://oklahoma.cognia.org/


Assessment-related data in the OSTP Data Portal helps 
you answer key questions

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit
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❏ How did students perform relative to grade-level expectations? 

❏ In which area(s) did students make progress?  

❏ In which area(s) might students have struggled?  

❏ How well did the interventions, strategies, and resources we 

implemented in SY 2021– 2022 work?  

❏ How does state summative assessment performance compare 

with our local observations? 

❏ Where might we need to scaffold? 

❏ Where might we need to consider curricular changes?



Types of reports 
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Report Data Available

Group Summary: 

Performance Levels

● Single grade-performance level data including OPI, percent scoring at each performance level and 

reporting category. 

● Data can be disaggregated by student group for comparison purposes using the disaggregate 

Group Summary PL: 

All Grades

● Multiple grades- performance level data including OPI, percent scoring at each performance level and 

reporting category by subject. 

● Data can be disaggregated by student group for comparison purposes 

Group Summary PL: 

All Selections

● Single Grade- performance level data for all student groups including OPI, percent scoring at each 

performance level and reporting category by subject.

Summary Counts ● Provides summary counts for online, not other placelement, total tested, and total did not attempt

Longitudinal Roster

● Provides student level performance across grades for students enrolled at a site multiple years (For 

example, grade 3 in 2018, grade 4 in 2019 and grade 6 in 2021)

Data Tools ● Provides data options to dig deeper into performance index scores: distribution, cross-tab comparisons, 

and scatter plots to compare subjects.
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What the group summary report tells us
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Total N: the number of students enrolled at the time of testing.

Valid N: the number of students who tested and had a valid score.

Mean OPI: the average performance index score for a group of students. OPIs range from 200-399, where 300 

is always proficient.

% in Each Performance Level: shows where students are relative to end-of-year expectations.

% in Each Reporting Category: shows where students are likely or unlikely to demonstrate grade-level 

knowledge and skills in a subject-specific category (i.e., reading and writing process). Reminder: students 

scoring At/Near or Above Standard are likely to meet grade-level expectations based on their performance on 

the state summative test.
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Grade 6: Group Summary PL
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Using OPIs and reporting category scores 

Mean OPI: Average 

index score for all 

students that tested. 

Scores range from 

200-399

% in Each 

Reporting 

Category: likelihood 

that students 

demonstrated grade-

level expectations 



OPIs- where are students scoring relative 
to the cut-point? 
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● The mean OPI in ELA is at the midpoint of Basic. 

● The mean OPI in math is slightly above the lowest 

Basic index score.  
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Reporting Category Performance- where 
might students need extra support?  
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● In ELA we see that 

75% of students did 

not meet grade-level 

expectations in the 

area of Critical 

Reading/Writing. 

● In math, we see that 

74% did not meet in 

Numbers and 

Operations and 72% 

did not meet in 

Algebraic Reasoning. 
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How does evidence from state summative assessment 
performance compare with local observations? 
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Connecting vertical progressions
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ELA Progressions: PK-5, Grades 3-8, Grades 6-12

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit

How do the 

knowledge and skills 

change?

Where might we 

need to scaffold? 

Where might we 

need to consider 

curricular changes?

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021%20ELA%20Standards%20Vertical%20Progression%2C%20Grades%20PK-5_0.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021%20ELA%20Standards%20Vertical%20Progression%2C%20Grades%203-8_0.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/2021%20ELA%20Standards%20Vertical%20Progression%2C%20Grades%206-12.pdf


How does evidence from state summative assessment 
performance compare with local observations? 
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Connecting vertical progressions 
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Source: Math Progressions: Appendix B
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How do the knowledge 

and skills change?

Where might we need 

to scaffold? 

Based on the data, 

where might we need 

to consider curricular 

changes?

https://sde.ok.gov/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/OAS-Math-Final%20Version_3.pdf


Group-Summary PL: All Grades
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Where are students 

starting this year? 

How does 

performance compare 

between grades?
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RC scores- all grades- Where might we need to 
consider curricular changes? 
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How are students 

progressing in different 

areas from year-to-

year?
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Group Summary PL-All Grades by student group 
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Click on the Options

feature, choose 

Disaggregate, check 

the groups you wish to 

view, and then click 

Update. 

Doing so allows you to 

compare enrollment 

and performance by 

student group. 



Group Summary PL- All Grades by student group  
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Who tested? 

(divide the Valid N and 

Total N to find the 

participation rate for 

each group)

How did students in 

different student groups 

perform?

Who 

tested?



Available reports
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Report Data Available

Group Summary: 

Performance Levels

● Single grade-performance level data including OPI, percent scoring at each performance level and 

reporting category. 

● Data can be disaggregated by student group for comparison purposes using the disaggregate 

Group Summary PL: 

All Grades

● Multiple grades- performance level data including OPI, percent scoring at each performance level 

and reporting category by subject. 

● Data can be disaggregated by student group for comparison purposes 

Group Summary PL: 

All Selections

● Single Grade- performance level data for all student groups including OPI, percent scoring at each 

performance level and reporting category by subject.

Summary Counts ● Provides summary counts for online, not other placelement, total tested, and total did not attempt

Longitudinal Roster
● Provides student level performance across grades for students enrolled at a site multiple years (For 

example, grade 3 in 2018, grade 4 in 2019 and grade 6 in 2021)

Data Tools
● Provides data options to dig deeper into performance index scores: OPI distribution, cross-tab 

comparisons, and scatter plots to compare performance between subjects.
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How can Performance 
Levels, OPIs, and 
Reporting Category 
Subscores be Used to 
Monitor Recovery Efforts? 

OSTP Data Portal

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit
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Performance
How does student performance from spring 2022 compare with spring 2021?

Improvements Stable Decline

● How did the interventions 

contribute to improvement?

● How did schools climate 

contribute?

● What local assessment 

evidence corroborates 

improvement? 

● How did the interventions 

support students in 

maintaining performance?  

● How were different student 

groups impacted?

● What does local assessment 

evidence indicate?

● Why didn’t the interventions 

support impact performance?  

● How were interventions 

selected, implemented, 

monitored, and adjusted 

based on data?

● What does local assessment 

evidence indicate? 

Enrollment and Participation

● Are your enrollment demographics for your SY 2021– 2022 school year comparable to SY 2020– 2021 (By grade level? 

By student group?)

● Did you acquire transfer students or reclaim students that may have had different access to grade-level learning during 

SY 2020– 2021?

● Were the students that tested in SY 2021– 2022 representative of the students who tested in SY 2020– 2021 (By 

grade level? By student group?)
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Comparing OSTP between years to 
monitor COVID recovery efforts
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The Group Summary Performance 

Levels allows you to compare performance 

data between SY 2021 and SY 2022 for a 

single Grade-level. 

The Group Summary PL: All Grades

allows you to compare performance data 

between SY 2021 and SY 2022 for more 

than one grade-level. 

Note: You will need to be a district user to 

compare grade-levels beyond your site. 
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How did testing populations change between SY 

2021 and SY 2022?
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Compare enrollment between SY 2021 

and SY 2022 using values in the Valid 

N column 

● In this example we see enrollment 

shifts of about 400 students in both 

grade 3 and 8 between SY 2021 

and SY 2022

● In this scenario, consider the 

demographics of the testing 

populations before comparing 

performance. 



How well did the interventions, strategies, and resources we 

implemented in SY 2021– 2022 work?
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Compare grade-level Mean OPIs between SY 

2021 and SY 2022 to gauge progress

● In this example, we see small gains in 

grades 4, and 5

Compare Mean OPIs for cohorts of students

across years to connect local data and 

determine the impact of interventions, 

strategies, and resources. 

● In this example- we see a 9 index score 

gain in performance for students that were 

in 4th grade in SY 2021 and 5th grade in 

SY 2022



How well did the interventions, strategies, and resources we 

implemented in SY 2021– 2022 work? (By grade levels)
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Compare Below Standard

subscores by grade between SY 

2021 and SY 2022  to determine in 

which area(s) interventions, 

strategies, and resources had an 

impact. 

● In the example, we see that 79% 

of students in Grade 06 were 

Below Standard in Critical 

Reading/Writing in SY 2021 and 

this decreased to 68% in SY 

2022 indicating more students 

were likely meeting grade-level 

expectations in this area.



How well did the interventions, strategies, and resources we 

implemented in SY 2021– 2022 work? (By comparing cohorts)
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Compare Below Standard subscores 

by cohort to determine in which 

area(s) interventions, strategies, and 

resources had an impact. 

● In this example, we see that 81% 

of students in Grade 05 were 

Below Standard in Critical 

Reading/Writing in SY 2021 and 

this decreased to 68% in for 

students in Grade 06 indicating 

that more students likely met 

grade-level expectations in SY 

2022 in this area. 



Frequently Asked 
Questions about 
OSTP Data
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Why scale scores?
Which student showed more mastery?

Student A: 4/6 correct

Student B: 4/6 correct



It's not about the number correct



It's about the difficulty and complexity of what 
the student is being asked to do. 

● Difficulty refers to the likelihood that the student will respond correctly. 

○ How much effort is needed?(easy or hard)

○ How many people can answer the question correctly?

● Cognitive complexity refers to the mental processes required to meet 
the task.  

○ What kind of thinking, action, or knowledge must be demonstrated? (simple 
or complex)

○ How many different ways can a question be answered, a problem addressed, 
or a task accomplished?

Source: Sousa: How the Brain Learns



How are performance levels determined?

Performance Levels indicate students’ readiness for the next course, 

grade, or level, relative to the grade-level expectations outlined in the 

Oklahoma Academic Standards.

• The Performance Level indicates overall performance and is 

determined by the student’s performance index score. The 

performance index score is a linear transformation of the raw score 

that accounts for the cognitive difficulty of assessment questions on 

different forms so that scores can be compared.

(please see 70 O.S. § 1210.541 for additional details)
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https://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/deliverdocument.asp?id=437513&hits=292+291+


Performance levels, OPIs, and Reporting 
Categories

● In this example we see that John 031 had an OPI of 294, scored At/Near Standard

in all reporting categories and was placed in the Basic performance level.

● In this scenario, 

○ John likely demonstrated grade-level expectations in all reporting categories as 

evidenced by his At/Near Standard performance, but his OPI is six scale score 

points from the Proficient cut of 300. This means that overall, John 031 did answer 

enough items correctly to be scored Proficient.  
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● In this example we see that John 094 had an OPI of 329, scored Above 

Standard in all reporting categories and was placed in the Proficient 

performance level.

● In this scenario

○ John 094 demonstrated grade-level expectations in all reporting categories 

as evidenced by his Above Standard performance, but his OPI is one scale 

score point from the Advanced cut of 330. This means that overall, John 094 

did not answer enough items correctly to be scored as Advanced. 
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What Supporting 
Tools and  Resources 
are Available to 
Support the Work? 

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit
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Toolkits on the Assessment Guidance page

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit
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• Overview Guide

• Administrators Toolkit

• Educators Toolkit

• Families Toolkit

https://sde.ok.gov/assessment-guidance
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_Overview%20and%20Framing%20Questions_BK_MCdocx.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_OSTP_Key_Questions%20for%20Administrators%208.26_BK.MCdocx.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/FE_2022_OSTP_Educators_Key_Questions%20BK.MC_docx.pdf


Connecting resources
● Ready Together Brief- How can students be supported through accelerated learning in 

mathematics?

● Ready Together Brief- How can students be supported through accelerated learning in 

English language arts?

● Curriculum Frameworks- the frameworks are sets of curricular resources developed by 

Oklahoma teachers to help educators translate the Oklahoma Academic Standards

into classroom practice. They illustrate what is expected of students at each grade 

level by examining the intent of each standard and providing instructional options to 

support student learning.

● Test and Item Specifications by Grade Level and Subject- defines the content and 

format of the assessment and the assessment items for item writers/reviewers and 

indicates the alignment of items with the Oklahoma Academic Standards.

Using OSTP Data in Accountability Reporting to Monitor Covid Recovery: Educator’s Toolkit
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https://readytogether.sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/2021-07/How%20can%20students%20be%20supported%20through%20accelerated%20learning%20in%20mathematics_0.pdf
https://readytogether.sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/2021-06/How%20can%20students%20be%20supported%20through%20accelerated%20learning%20in%20English%20language%20arts_1.pdf
https://sde.ok.gov/oklahoma-curriculum-frameworks
https://sde.ok.gov/sde/oklahoma-academic-standards
https://sde.ok.gov/assessment-material


Questions?
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Contact information

Lesa Rohrer
Executive Director of Data Literacy

Lesa.Rohrer@sde.ok.gov
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Cora James
Executive Director of Assessment

Cora.James@sde.ok.gov

Kurt Johnson
Executive Director of Accountability

Kurt.Johnson@sde.ok.gov

Catherine Boomer

Assistant Executive Director of State Assessment

Catherine.Boomer@sde.ok.gov

Cheyenne Short

Director of ELA Assessment

Cheyenne.Short@sde.ok.gov

Eric Jones

Director of Mathematics Assessment

Eric.Jones@sde.ok.gov

Samantha Sheppard

Director of Science Assessment 

Samantha.Sheppard@sde.ok.gov

Caroline Misner

Director of Alternate Assessments

Caroline.Misner@sde.ok.gov
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