




























 

 

June 30, 2020            
 
Dear Teacher of the Year Selection Committee: 
 
It is my distinct honor to recommend Lesa Dickson to be named as the Oklahoma State Teacher of the Year.  Although I 
had been aware of Ms. Dickson’s reputation as an engaging educator prior to my having the opportunity to work with 
her, I have come to know her work in detail during the past five years that I have served as her principal.  And like others 
before me, I have found myself inspired by her passion for both the English language and for teaching. 
 
Ms. Dickson’s eleventh grade AP English class represents a significant step upwards in rigor from the tenth grade 
coursework with which students new to her class have grown comfortable.  From day one, her students find that they 
are being asked to truly stretch themselves and their abilities.  They are not alone in that endeavor, however.  As they 
attempt new skills, they find that Ms. Dickson offers encouragement in the true sense of that word—literally providing 
them with the courage they need in order to risk and lean forward academically.  In her class students learn not simply 
to mindlessly parrot the opinions of others but to read critically for analysis while formulating and defending their own 
ideas both verbally and in writing.  Ms. Dickson’s classroom is a safe space where she helps all her students develop both 
the competence and the confidence that they need in order to grow bold and succeed. 
 
Ms. Dickson possesses the uncanny ability not only to identify issues of concern but also to take positive steps to address 
those concerns when she becomes aware of them.  One example has been her participation in our BA Scholars initiative.  
This represents an effort on the part of our school to identify sophomore students who score well enough on the PSAT 
to qualify them as serious contenders to become National Merit Semifinalists if they retake the PSAT/NMSQT in their 
junior year.  Through BA Scholars, a select group of high-scoring students are invited to an intensive four-day summer 
camp.  There, under the careful guidance of Ms. Dickson and her colleagues, students work through the sorts of English 
and math questions which they will face on the test.  She also continues to work with the students as the exam nears.  
Her efforts have led not only to an increase in the number of our students who are earning national academic accolades 
but also in the installation of a prominent display area in our school where our top scholars are honored and celebrated. 
 
Finally, Ms. Dickson serves as our school’s English department head.  It has been a joy to observe her in this role as I 
have seen her both develop the skills of teachers new to the profession as well as earn the respect of the most 
experienced and vocal members of the department.  Her ability to identify areas of need and to work productively with 
others to overcome obstacles and fill those needs is simply remarkable.  As the principal of the largest high school in the 
state, I have come to rely on her candor and input, and my respect for her and her abilities is far greater than can be 
communicated in a simple letter of recommendation. 
 
Lesa Dickson’s contributions to our entire educational program are simply legion, and she is an inspiration not only to 
her students but also to her colleagues and to our community as a whole.  Everyone who has the privilege of knowing 
her is better for the opportunity.  I cannot imagine a candidate more worthy to represent the teachers of our state as 
Oklahoma’s Teacher of the Year. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elizabeth J. Burns 
Principal, Broken Arrow High School 
 



July 2, 2020  
  
Linda Webb  
8986 Haskell Drive  
Broken Arrow, OK  74014  
  
Dear Teacher of the Year Selection Committee:  
  
“She’s a pro.” Those were my daughter’s words when I asked her to describe Lesa Dickson. 
   
When Olivia was a Junior, she was in Mrs. Dickson’s AP Language  and Composition Class. Olivia 
described Mrs. Dickson as always being enthusiastically prepared for her lessons.  She was 
intentional in everything she did. Organized and purposeful in all of her teaching, while at the 
same time ready to help when someone did not understand.   As a mother, Mrs. Dickson is that 
teacher you hope your children have during their educational experience.  
 
Olivia has learned to appreciate literature, as well as analyze and annotate what she reads.  She 
commented how valuable these skills have been during her college classes when she was 
reading scientific research papers.  After high school Olivia reread two of the books assigned 
previously in Mrs. Dickson’s classroom.   She made those books so intriguing, they had to be 
revisited one more time.   
 
The beauty of Mrs. Dickson’s influence continues beyond her classroom walls.  Lesa Dickson 
produces lifelong learners.  Her students know she cares about them as people, but also 
cares about their future success.  She prepares them for this world, modeling a passion to 
do your best every day, while showing compassion and understanding.    
 

Take note, Lesa Dickson is a pro.  She would represent the teachers of Oklahoma well as our 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year.  
  
Linda Webb  
 

Parent of a former student  
In Lesa Dickson’s class  
 



July 22, 2020 

To Whom it May Concern: 

 

Most people are able to tell you about a teacher that impacted them, either in a positive or 

negative way. As students, we spend so many of our formative years with teachers, and we are 

bound to be affected by these adults who choose to spend their time teaching and nurturing 

students. I was lucky enough to have had Lesa Dickson as my freshman PreAP English teacher.  

 

Lesa had a profound impact on me throughout high school, college, and my career as an English 

teacher. In high school, I was shy and awkward. I did not have many friends, and I was 

extremely self-conscious. But I adored reading. Lesa fostered that love of reading. I did not feel 

like a loser when I was talking to her, and I did not have to be self-conscious. I was valued and 

loved. This relationship led to me visiting her during college and when I first started teaching. 

 

As a teacher, Lesa embraces her students and works to build relationships with them. She also 

has high standards and expectations for them and their work. She pushes her students to work 

hard and perform well. I remember some assignments on which I did not do well, but, rather than 

being upset at her for giving me a low score, I learned from them and worked to improve. Being 

in her class means hard work, but great rewards in the future. Her students are well prepared for 

the AP Language and Composition test, as well as for college writing courses.  

 

When Lesa was announced as Broken Arrow’s District Teacher of the Year, I was not surprised 

to hear her name. I knew she would be Teacher of the Year. She absolutely deserves this 

recognition because she embodies the qualities and values that great teachers should possess. She 

is a tireless worker, and she holds herself to high standards. She works hard to find new and 

engaging activities for her students. As a department head, I know that she has the best interests 

of all the students on campus as a top priority. She cares about her colleagues and will not 

hesitate to do whatever she can to help all of us be successful.  

 

One of my dreams has been to work with her, and I am incredibly honored to be able to say that I 

have accomplished that goal. She has taught me so much as a teacher, friend, and mentor. She is 

the gold standard. 

 

If you have any questions or would like to discuss Lesa’s qualifications, please feel free to 

contact me, 

 

Elizabeth Rector 

erector@baschools.org 

918-510-4460 
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