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LEAs assessing over 1% of their student population on OAAP 

Purpose: Your district has been notified that they are assessing more than 1% of students on the 
Oklahoma Alternate Assessment (OAAP), and in an attempt to lower the state participation rate, OSDE is 
reviewing how districts are qualifying students for the OAAP. 

Address Part A: 
• Answer questions regarding your participation rates

Address Part B: 

• Submit an assurance statement signed by the Superintendent and Special Education Director.
• Identify Root Cause.
• Develop an Improvement Plan.
• Establish monitoring tools needed to measure effectiveness of the Improvement Plan.

Date Reviewed OSDE-SES Reviewer 
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Part A 

Questions regarding participation rates: The required information on this page is intended to assist the 
district with exploring whether students with disabilities are being correctly identified as having the most 
significant cognitive disabilities. Please consider each question carefully. 

Participation Rates Review Provide a detailed explanation for each question with a focus 
on the area of risk (identifying students for alternate 
assessment) identified in the first review box below. 

Are there special circumstances that 
would suggest the participation rate 
might be higher than expected (e.g., 
special programs or services attractive 
to families with children who have 
particular disabilities)? Please explain. 
Have your participation rates in the 
alternate assessment increased 
steadily or suddenly spiked? Has 
anything occurred in the district that 
could explain the change?  

Consider whether participation 
rates on alternate assessment are 
higher in some grades than others. 
Do rates jump when students enter 
middle school or high school? 
Consider why this may happen.  

Consider whether participation rates are 
higher in one school compared to other 
schools with similar grade levels. 
Please explain.  

 

Consider whether participation rates 
are different for certain subgroups 
(e.g., Black, Hispanic, Asian, White 
English learners, economically 
disadvantaged) compared to the 
district rate as a whole and compared 
to other subgroups. Are some 
subgroups disproportionately 
participating in the alternate 
assessment?  
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Are many students with disabilities 
other than intellectual disabilities, 
autism, and multiple disabilities (such 
as specific learning disabilities, 
speech language impairment, 
emotional disturbance, or other health 
impairments) participating in the 
alternate assessment?  
Consider whether some students with 
the most significant cognitive 
disabilities repeatedly score proficient 
and advanced on the alternate 
assessment in one or more content 
areas. Do school staff who participate 
as members of the IEP teams 
consider whether these students could 
participate in the general assessment 
with the necessary supports and 
accommodations?  
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Part B 

Assurance Statement: 

Districts identified as administering OAAP to more than 1% of their testing population are required to 
provide the OSDE with assurance that the LEA will review their data and complete this toolkit. 

Please provide your assurance statement in the box below and have it signed by the Superintendent and 
Special Education Director. 

Assurance Signatures 

Superintendent Signature:   Date: 

  Special Education Director Signature:   Date: 
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Please describe any improvement activities implemented. Were they effective? If not, please describe 
why the team feels it was not effective and what are your next steps. 

Review your IEP data and identification practices to identify the root cause of why the district is over 
the 1% threshold for students participating in OAAP. 
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Improvement Plan 

Develop an improvement plan for reviewing your OAAP IEP’s to ensure your teams are utilizing the criteria 
checklist and only placing students who truly meet the definition of a student with the most significant 
cognitive disability. 

• Describe your district’s plan.
• List the progress monitoring activity and/or data source that will assist in determining effectiveness

of the improvement plan.
• Identify the person(s) responsible for monitoring the progress of the improvement plan.
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Dates to Remember 

• December 31st -
o Upload completed OAAP Toolkit.

EdPlan Upload Instructions: Upload the Toolkit to EdPlan in the LEA Document Library found by 
clicking on Tools located on the Main Menu Bar. 

OSDE Program Contacts: 
Caroline Misner, Email: caroline.misner@sde.ok.gov, Phone: 405-522-1677 

Kristen Coleman, Email: kristen.coleman@sde.ok.gov, Phone: 405-522-1463 
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