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There are three key trends 
that are the most 
important for enrollment 
professionals to 
understand to more fully 
leverage AP in meeting 
institutional goals:

Recent Trends
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AP® students are more likely to succeed, persist, and graduate on 
time. 

Over 2.8 million high school students participate in AP each year, 
more than a third of whom are from underrepresented minority 
populations. 

The Value of AP in 
Recruitment
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When evaluating students for admission, examining AP® 
participation helps colleges and universities understand the 
extent to which they have challenged themselves in high 
school.

The Value of AP in 
Admissions
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A strong, data-informed AP® credit policy has a clear positive 
impact on student choice of college—a key driver in yield efforts.

Improving yield rates can come from acting on a research-based 
study of institutional credit policies.

The Value of AP in 
Yield Efforts
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Granting credit for AP® Exam scores of 3 or higher allows 
students to be placed in appropriately challenging coursework 
in college, increasing student satisfaction and retention.

The Value of AP in 
Placement
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Incorporating AP® into your retention models and other success 
initiatives that support students through graduation can have strong, 
positive impacts on institutional strategies and goals.

The Value of AP in 
Retention 



AP® Student 
Success 
at the 
College Level
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• AP Central offers course and exam descriptions for all 38 AP subjects.

• Higher Faculty:

•Involved in AP course and exam development

•Serve as readers to externally score exams using a rubric based assessment

•Conduct placement validity studies to validate standards and qualifying scores for 
credit. 

• Recent changes to AP ®courses and exams, including AP Capstone and AP 
Computer Science Principles.

• Current AP Research -student placement validity outcomes, AP impact on major 
selection, four year completion success.

• Fair, consistent, evidenced-based college credit policies encourage and support 
students success in college

AP is recognized for national standards of college level learning; 
validated by Higher Education

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/
https://aphighered.collegeboard.org/research-reports
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1. Perform well in subsequent college courses in 

the discipline 

2. Are more likely to major in their AP subject or a 

related discipline, particularly in STEM 

subjects 

3. Take more—not less—college coursework in 

the discipline 

4. Are more likely to graduate within four years 

5. Find opportunities that lead to success 

(especially true of underrepresented students)

AP student 

success at the 

college level

AP® programs in high 
schools, coupled with 
evidence-based AP policies 
at colleges and universities, 
support positive
outcomes for students. 

Multiple studies confirm that students who 
earn a 3 or higher on an AP Exam:
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Key Finding

AP participation is related 
to positive outcomes for 
students earning a score of 
3 or higher on an AP Exam.

In most AP subjects, they 
performed the same as or 
better in the intermediate-
level college course than 
students who took the 
college’s introductory 
course, controlling for prior 
achievement 

Students who took an AP Exam perform well in 
subsequent college courses and disciplines
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Key Finding

Traditionally 
underrepresented students 
who earn a 3 or higher on 
at least one AP Exam had a 
higher probability of 
graduating from college in 
five years or less that non-
AP students of the same 
ethnicity/socioeconomic 
status.

AP provides opportunities for underserved 
students to succeed
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Key Finding

The likelihood of majoring 
in a particular discipline 
increased with AP Exams 
taken in the discipline, and 
AP performance in the 
discipline. 

The effect was strongest for 
STEM majors. 

Students who took an AP Exam are more likely to major in their AP 
subject or a related discipline, particularly in STEM subjects
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Key Finding

Students who took an AP 
Exam in one of 10 subjects 
generally took more credit 
hours in that subject are 
and in college overall than 
did non-AP students. 

Students who took an AP Exam take more – not less –
college coursework in the discipline
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Key Finding

Students who took one or 
more AP Exams, regardless 
of what score was earned, 
were more likely to 
graduate from college in 
four years compared to 
non-AP students.

Students who took an AP Exam are more likely to 
graduate within four years



Oklahoma

Advanced Placement
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Advanced Placement Highlights, 2019

4,355 students reported scores – a decrease 

of 13.7%

18,291 AP exam scores were reported to 

OSRHE – a decrease of 13.4%

3,351 students scored a 3 or higher on at 

least one reported score

1,938 were submitted to state schools

1,400 were submitted to out of state schools

Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher 

Education Highlights 
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Advanced Placement Highlights, 2019

2019 cohort by race/ethnicity

African American decreased by 27.2% and the 

percentage of exams score between 3-5 decreased by 

21.2%

Hispanic or Latino decreased by 8.3% and the 

percentage of exams score between 3-5 decreased by 

14.1%

Native American decreased by 18.1% and the 

percentage of exams score between 3-5 decreased by 

30.1%

The 2019 Low Income Cohort declined 23.8%

44% of all scores sent to OK public schools went to OU

Oklahoma State 

Regents for Higher 

Education Highlights 



21

AP Readers 

• 219 Reading Participants: 126 teachers and 93 university faculty helped 
score AP Exams representing 1.2% of all readers

AP Professional Development Leaders 

• 16 experienced AP teachers and university faculty serve as PD leaders. 

AP Development Committee Members 

• 2 members are responsible for the content of AP courses and exams

AP Course Audit Syllabi Reviewers

• 2 university faculty serve as Reviewers and help ensure AP courses 
cover the content and skills assessed on AP Exams

52 AP Capstone Diplomas and 27 Certificates*

• 7 public high schools offered AP Capstone in 2018-19

*Numbers represent cohort data

One (1) National AP Honor Roll District
• Sand Springs School District

State Highlights



Score Sends
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To earn college credit AP students must 

send the official AP Exam score transcript 

to a college or university

• Students can send their scores for free to one recipient every year that they take AP Exams. 

• To use the free score send option, students sign into My AP, go to My AP Profile, select the Score 

Send tab and choose the college, university, or scholarship organization that they want to receive 

the score report. 

• Students can order as many score reports as they need online after scores are released in early 

July for a $15 fee. 

• Higher Ed. Institutions will not award students credit without this official AP report. Some 

campuses have deadlines for receiving the score reports. 
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New supports.

Greater flexibility.

More training.

AP  

2020-21
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2021 AP Exams
• The 2021 exams will match the traditional, 

published exam descriptions—colleges expect the 

AP Exam to cover the full spectrum of the 

corresponding AP course. 

• We’ll support in-school testing in 2021 because 

administering exams in schools maximizes access 

and opportunity. 

• Any school that needs to socially distance in May 2021 

can divide testing across two test dates, reducing 

the number of students convening for any one exam.

• If schools close in May 2021 because of safety 

concerns, we’ll share a contingency testing option—

that contains full course content—in early 2021.
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Description Cost/exam

Fall registration Exam ordered by Nov. 13, 2020 $95

Late registration Ordered Nov. 14, 2020 – March 12, 2021 $95 + $40 fee

Unused/canceled exam No fees for unused/canceled exams $0

No-Risk Registration*

• Every AP student should register for the exam before November 13 because there is no risk to do 

so: given this year’s unusual circumstances, we’ll waive the $40 per exam cancellation or unused 

exam fee for any student who decides not to test. 

• Students who don’t register by November 13 and then decide they want to test will incur the usual 

$40 per exam late order fee.

* by March 12 for courses that start after Nov 13, 2020



Resources for In-Person, Hybrid/Blended, and Online 

Learning
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24/7 Teacher Support

For all AP Teachers By AP Course

Attend online AP Summer Institutes.

Sign up for online one-day workshops.

Watch AP Teacher Week 2020.

• New Video Resources: AP Daily

• Topic Questions

• Progress Checks and Dashboard

• Question Bank

Participate in your AP Teacher Community

apcentral.collegeboard.org/learning-development

Tune in to free webinars.

• Getting Started: Teachers New to AP

• Instructional Resources

Watch AP Classroom Quick Start Videos

apcentral.collegeboard.org/learning-development
https://apclassroom.clickhelp.co/articles/#!ap-classroom-user-guide-for-teachers-publication/ap-classroom
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Tools for AP Coordinators

Downloads: collegeboard.org/apdownloads

• The AP Coordinator's Manual – Part 1

• Guides for setup, enrollment, and ordering

Trainings: collegeboard.org/apcoordinatortraining

• Online tutorials (available now)

• Online workshops (now through September 10)

• Online webinars (beginning August 18)

Discussion Groups: apcommunity.collegeboard.org

• AP Coordinator Community

collegeboard.org/apdownloads
collegeboard.org/apcoordinatortraining
apcommunity.collegeboard.org
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Higher Education

• OU
https://www.ou.edu/admissions/apply/transfer-credits/advanced-
placement

• OSU
https://go.okstate.edu/admissions/credit-by-exam.html

• University of Tulsa
https://admission.utulsa.edu/special-programs/advanced-placement-
credit/

• University of Central Oklahoma
https://www.uco.edu/student-resources/testing-services/advanced-
placement-ap

• AP Credit Policy Search
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-
policies/college

Resources

https://www.ou.edu/admissions/apply/transfer-credits/advanced-placement
https://go.okstate.edu/admissions/credit-by-exam.html
https://admission.utulsa.edu/special-programs/advanced-placement-credit/
https://www.uco.edu/student-resources/testing-services/advanced-placement-ap
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies/college
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K – 12 
 AP 2020-21 School Year Resources

apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/ap-2020-2021/school-year-resources

 Student and Educator sign in to AP Resources
myap.collegeboard.org

 24/7 Teacher Support
apcentral.collegeboard.org/learning-development

 Tools for AP Coordinators – Downloads
collegeboard.org/apdownloads

 Tools for AP Coordinators – Trainings
collegeboard.org/apcoordinatortraining

 Tools for AP Coordinators – Discussion Groups
apcommunity.collegeboard.org

 Tools for AP Teachers – Discussion Groups
apcommunity.collegeboard.org

 Resources for Art and Design Teachers
https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/remote-learning-toolkit

Resources

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/about-ap/ap-2020-2021/school-year-resources
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
http://apcentral.collegeboard.org/learning-development
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcollegeboard.org%2Fapdownloads&data=02%7C01%7Cawilliams%40collegeboard.org%7Cd95db8c2395f4dca9df908d840b778d5%7C7530bdedfd6e4f58b5d2ea681eb07663%7C0%7C0%7C637330504112721699&sdata=CAm9TWQ9vCCBdsWOrOZcggMbmnKVKZbn0XpHEAMkw5o%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcollegeboard.org%2Fapcoordinatortraining&data=02%7C01%7Cawilliams%40collegeboard.org%7Cd95db8c2395f4dca9df908d840b778d5%7C7530bdedfd6e4f58b5d2ea681eb07663%7C0%7C0%7C637330504112731690&sdata=QR8ff4ztQi%2FrCsivwU0WvBd1RpdkFtOm40ulMW1pnrw%3D&reserved=0
https://apcommunity.collegeboard.org/
https://apcommunity.collegeboard.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arteducators.org%2Flearn-tools%2Fremote-learning-toolkit&data=02%7C01%7Cawilliams%40collegeboard.org%7Cd95db8c2395f4dca9df908d840b778d5%7C7530bdedfd6e4f58b5d2ea681eb07663%7C0%7C0%7C637330504112741684&sdata=1HBsvkFmMxWa7yzvbHEq60LL1VXiJrYEe1JbfUD0pYE%3D&reserved=0
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Thank You

• Elizabeth Maughan, PhD, Director of Fine Arts, Director of 

Advanced Placement

Office: (405) 522-0863

elizabeth.maughan@sde.ok.gov
https://sde.ok.gov/advanced-placement 

• Pamela Kerouac, Senior Director, AP Higher Education Policy
Office: (850) 521-4916
pkerouac@collegeboard.org

• Bryan Whish, Director, State Partnerships Higher Education 
Services
Office: (720) 357-7159
bwhish@collegeboard.org

• Arlene Williams, Director, State and District Partnerships K - 12
Office: (512) 721-1867
awilliams@collegeboard.org

https://sde.ok.gov/advanced-placement
mailto:pkerouac@collegeboard.org
mailto:bwhish@collegeboard.org
mailto:bwhish@collegeboard.org

