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RULE IMPACT STATEMENT 210:15-13-9 

 

"Guidelines for minimizing seclusion and restraint of students" [NEW] 

 

a. What is the purpose of the proposed rule change?   

 

This proposed new rule codifies state-level guidance for minimizing the use of seclusion 

and restraint on students, particularly students with disabilities who are identified as 

needing special education services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA). The rule gives definitions for terms, including seclusion (the involuntary 

confinement of a student alone in an area they are physically prevented from leaving) and 

different types of restraint.  Based on current best practices, case law, and federal guidance, 

guidelines are outlined for reducing the use of such measures on students and for tracking 

incidents of restraint and seclusion in Oklahoma schools. The rule also prohibits the 

application of corporal punishment to students with disabilities entitled to special education 

services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).         

 

b. What classes of persons will be affected by the proposed rule change and what classes 

of persons will bear the costs of the proposed rule change?   
 

 The rule change will affect public schools and students with disabilities. 

   

c. What classes of persons will benefit from the proposed rule change?   

 

The rule change will benefit students with disabilities by ensuring seclusion and restraint 

are used only under authorized conditions, and that appropriate safety precautions are in 

place any time such a method is used. Schools will also benefit, in that the proper 

application of the conditions addressed in the rule will ensure that any use of restraint or 

seclusion in an Oklahoma public school is implemented consistent with the requirements 

of federal law and best practices.     

 

d.  What is the probable economic impact of the proposed rule upon affected classes of 

persons or political subdivisions?   
 

  The agency does not anticipate any economic impact upon political subdivisions or 

affected classes as a result of implementation of the proposed rule change at this time.   

 

e.  What is the probable cost to the agency to implement and enforce the proposed rule 

change?   
 

  The agency does not anticipate any cost to the agency to implement and enforce as a result 

of the proposed change in the rule at this time.  Additional record keeping, if any, will be 

performed by existing staff. 

 

f. What is the economic impact on any political subdivision to implement the proposed 

rule change?   
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The agency does not anticipate any economic impact on any political subdivision to 

implement the proposed rule change at this time. 

  

g. Will implementing the rule change have an adverse effect on small business as 

provided by the Oklahoma Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Act? 

 

The agency does not anticipate any adverse economic impact on small business as a result 

of the proposed rule change at this time. 

 

h. Are there any other methods which are less costly, nonregulatory, or less intrusive to 

achieve the purpose of the proposed rule change?  
 

 No. 

 

i.   Will the rule change impact the public health, safety, and environment, and is the 

change designed to reduce significant risks to the public health, safety, and 

environment?  If so, explain nature of risk and to what extent the proposed rule 

change will reduce the risk.  
 

The agency does not anticipate any impact on public health, safety, or environment as a 

result of implementation of the proposed rule at this time.   

 

j.  What detrimental effect will there be on the public health, safety, and environment if 

the rule change is not implemented? 

 

The agency does not anticipate any detrimental effect on public health, safety, or 

environment as a result of failure to implement the proposed rule at this time.   

 

k.   Date Prepared:  February 10, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


