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What Can I do with my Mild/Moderate Certificate?
 › Be the Special Education Teacher of Record for a student of any age with mild or 
moderate disabilities in any disability category except: Hearing Impairment, Visual 
Impairment, or Speech Language Impairment

 › Carry a corresponding caseload as Special Education Teacher of Record on EDPlan
 › Write an IEP for a student of any age with a mild or moderate disability in any category 
except: Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, or Speech Language Impairment

 › Sign an IEP as the special education teacher for a student of any age with a mild or 
moderate disability in any category except: Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, or 
Speech Language Impairment

 › Provide instruction and assign grades in a special education setting to students of any 
age, disability category or disability level, IF also certified in that subject area

 › Provide co-taught instruction in any early childhood, elementary or secondary general 
education setting WITH a teacher who is certified to teach that subject area

 › Provide instruction and assign grades to students of any age, disability category or 
disability level in a non-core subject area class (i.e. resources, study skills, life skills)

 › Provide reinforcement and rehearsal of skills already taught by a teacher who is certified 
to teach that subject area

 › Administer assessments to determine present levels for students with disabilities of any 
age and in any area of need, except hearing, vision or speech

 › Administer DLM/OAAP assessment

What Can I do with my Severe/Profound Certificate?
 › Be the Special Education Teacher of Record for a student of any age with severe or 
profound disabilities in any category except: Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, or 
Speech Language Impairment

 › Carry a corresponding caseload as Special Education Teacher of Record on EDPlan
 › Write an IEP for a student of any age with a severe or profound disability in any category 
except: Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, or Speech Language Impairment

 › Sign an IEP as the special education teacher for a student of any age with a severe or 
profound disability in any category except: Hearing Impairment, Visual Impairment, or 
Speech Language Impairment

 › Provide instruction and assign grades in a special education setting to students of any 
age, disability category or disability level, IF also certified in that subject area

 › Provide co-taught instruction in any early childhood, elementary or secondary general 
education setting WITH a teacher who is certified to teach that subject area

 › Provide instruction and assign grades to students of any age, disability category or 
disability level in a non-core subject area class (i.e. resources, study skills, life skills)

 › Provide reinforcement and rehearsal of skills already taught by a teacher who is certified 
to teach that subject area

 › Administer assessments to determine present levels for students with disabilities of any 
age and in any area of need, except hearing, vision or speech

 › Administer DLM/OAAP assessment



CERTIFICATE USE
SPECIAL EDUCATION - GUIDANCE BRIEF

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 2

What Can I do with my Category Specific Special Education Certificate? 
 › (i.e. Mentally Handicapped, Autism, Other Health Impairment, Specific Learning 
Disability, etc.)

 › Be the Special Education Teacher of Record for a student of any age with a 
corresponding disability

 › Carry a corresponding caseload as Special Education Teacher of Record on EDPlan
 › Write an IEP for a student of any age with a corresponding disability
 › Sign an IEP as the special education teacher for a student of any age with a 
corresponding disability

 › Provide instruction and assign grades in a special education setting to students of any 
age, disability category or disability level, IF also certified in that subject area

 › Provide co-taught instruction in any early childhood, elementary or secondary general 
education setting WITH a teacher who is certified to teach that subject area

 › Provide instruction and assign grades to students of any age, disability category or 
disability level in a non-core subject area class (i.e. resources, study skills, life skills)

 › Provide reinforcement and rehearsal of skills already taught by a teacher who is certified 
to teach that subject area

 › Administer assessments to determine present levels for students with disabilities of any 
age an in any area of need, except hearing, vision or speech.

 › Administer DLM/OAAP assessment 

What can I do with my Early Childhood Certificate?
 › Provide content instruction in any content area in grades PK-3
 › Assign grades in these instructional areas

What can I do with my Elementary Certificate?
 › Provide content instruction in any content area in grades 1-8 (Exception: CANNOT teach 
7th & 8th grade math)

 › Provide content instruction in any content area in grades 7-12 ONLY for students who 
are taught to Alternate Standards and assessed by DLM/OAAP

 › Assign grades in these instructional areas

What can I do with my Middle (subject specific) Certificate?
 › Provide content instruction in corresponding content area in grades 5-8 (Unless the 
course is for HS credit)

 › Assign grades in corresponding content areas

What can I do with my Secondary (subject specific) Certificate?
 › Provide content instruction in corresponding content area in grades 5-12
 › Assign grades in corresponding content areas


