






























 
 

 

June 22, 2020 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 
Oklahoma Teacher of the Year Selection Committee                                                                                        
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105    
                 
To the Oklahoma Teacher of the Year Selection Committee:                                                                                                                                             

This letter of recommendation is for Ginger Billman, an outstanding first-grade teacher for Richmond 
Elementary, Stillwater.  As the Richmond Elementary Great Expectations Instructional Coach for 
seventeen years, I have observed Ginger's passion for her students' continuous social and academic 
well-being, as well as her involvement in professional growth training.  Ginger has made significant 
contributions as a model presenter and team player during instructor training and the Great 
Expectations Summer Institutes.  

Ginger's students experience kindheartedness as she consistently shares greetings, words of 
encouragement, and positive dialogue from the beginning of the day to its end.  Individual student work, 
as well as meaningful academic peripherals, fill the cheerfully decorated first-grade classroom.  A high 
level of trust is evident as students offer ideas and express themselves confidently, fluently, and skillfully 
in an enriched, caring, and nurturing environment.  

Ginger's classroom arrangement provides a comfortable setting for students to enjoy low stress yet high 
challenge activities and engaging structures that address and meet students' needs.  Students meet in a 
whole group setting for character building, for sharing personal or academic contributions, and for 
building community.  Students begin their day assessing assignments, completing individual 
responsibilities, and honoring expectations for the class as they work in centers, in whole group settings, 
and individually.   

Through Ginger's community and parent commitment, her students gain career information, learning 
more about varied vocational opportunities and requirements. Volunteers also spend time reading to 
students and offer art and STEAM projects.  First-grade parents recognize Ginger's after-hours support 
as she attends her students' performances and sports functions.    

The Richmond Elementary team relies on Ginger's leadership abilities in a variety of ways.  She currently 
serves on Richmond's Great Expectations Leadership Team, Professional Learning Committee Leadership 
Team, and has mentored several student teachers.  Her leadership qualities include listening, sharing 
motivational strategies, and positive outcomes. One of Ginger's most exceptional qualities is that she 
generously provides the time and effort required to make a situation or task even better.   

Ginger Billman is an excellent candidate for the Oklahoma Teacher of the Year.   

Sincerely, 

Betty Flurry, Great Expectations Instructional Coach 
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