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Title III EL
Basic Requirements

• Timely identification and assessment of English Language 
Learners (ELs)

• A research-based language program (LIEP)
• Staff who are sufficiently trained to meet student needs
• Equal opportunity for students to meaningfully participate in all 

school activities without unnecessary segregation



4

Basic Requirements (cont.)
• Address the language needs of ELs also classified under 

504/IDEA
• Address the needs of ELs who opt out of services
• Monitor the progress of ELs both within the English Language 

program and after exiting services
• Evaluating the effectiveness of the language program
• Meaningful communication with parents of ELs
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Identification
• The identification process begins with the Home Language 

Survey (HLS)

• The answers provided on the HLS do not determine EL status, 
but they do indicate which students are to be screened with the 
WIDA assessment.

• Only the WIDA assessment can be used to determine EL 
status.
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Bilingual/EL Status

Bilingual status, 
and subsequent 
bilingual funding 
of a student is 
determined by the 
HLS
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Bilingual/EL Status (cont.)
• If two or more of the three language responses are a language 

other than English, the student is considered “more often” and 
automatically qualifies as bilingual on the accreditation report.

• If a language other than English is indicated only once on the 
three language responses, the student is considered “less 
often” and only qualifies for bilingual funding if they also meet 
one of the following criteria:
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Bilingual/EL Status (cont.)
a) a score on the WIDA assessment qualifying the student for EL status
b) a score of “Basic” or “Below Basic” on the previous year’s OSTP 

English Language Arts assessment
c) a score at or below the 35th percentile composite reading score from 

the Spring of the previous school year on a state approved norm-
referenced test.

Districts failing to provide appropriate documentation for bilingual 
funding may be required to reimburse previously distributed 
funds.
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)
• Once students have been identified and tested, districts must 

then create an English Language Academic Plan (ELAP) for 
each EL.
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)
• The ELAP is similar to an IEP and should be developed by 

certified staff.

• The ELAP outlines basic student demographic information, 
testing data, educational goals, and accommodations for testing 
and learning.

• ELAPs can follow a student in a specific year, but are to be 
updated every year based on new testing data.

• ELAP completion is mandatory and sample documentation is 
required for monitoring.
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The English Language Academic Plan (ELAP)

• Districts are allowed to use electronic resources to create ELAPs, as 
long as all required information is recorded

• It is mandatory that parents be notified of the completion of an ELAP. 
Districts are expected to make a reasonable effort to ensure that 
parents understand their children’s educational status.

• Parents have the right to opt out of supplemental services, although 
this does not change the student’s EL status, nor does it exempt the 
district from facilitating and encouraging student learning.
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The Language Instruction Educational Program 
(LIEP)

• The LIEP should cover how the LEA intends to meet the federal 
requirements for addressing the needs of English Language 
Learners. 

• While much of the information on the LIEP tab of the Title, I 
application deals with civil rights obligations, it should also 
outline the district’s educational program.
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The Language Instruction Educational Program 
(LIEP)

There are two principal types of programs for English Language 
instruction: bilingual programs and English as a Second 
Language programs.
• Bilingual Programs

oPrograms where instruction takes place in two languages, even for a 
limited duration. 

• ESL Programs
oEnglish as a Second Language: English-only instruction with a focus 

on both proficiency and content
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Applications
All districts that reported EL students in the previous year’s October 
Counts are required to complete the LIEP tab on the Title I application. 
This should align in broad terms with the Program Details tab of the 
Title III application. 

In order for a district to receive Title III funds, they must have enough 
ELs to generate an allocation of $10,000. Otherwise, districts can join 
together to form a consortium, combining their counts in order to reach 
the $10,000 allocation threshold. Each consortium then designates a 
lead LEA that will receive and manage the allocation, spending funds 
across the member districts.
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Title III Funding
Districts receiving Title III funds, or Consortia receiving Title III 
funds are required to address all three of the following areas:

a) Program improvement
b) Professional development
c) Parent/family engagement
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Title III Funding (cont.)
• Since all districts receiving Title III funds are required to use some of 

their allocation on professional development, all districts with a Title 
III allocation will have to complete the Professional Development 
Worksheet under the Program Detail tab.

• In general, just as Title I funds are supplemental to state and local 
funds, Title III funds are supplemental to Title I funds. In other words, 
just as Title I funds cannot be used to supplant state and local funds, 
Title III funds cannot supplant Title I funds. In other words, they 
cannot be used to provide services to ELs that are provided to other 
students with Title I funds. 
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Allowable/Non-allowable Expenses
LEAs and Consortia can use up to 2% of their allocation on administrative 
costs. Examples of allowable use for Title III, Part A administrative costs
• Title III, Part A Program Director or Coordinator’s salary
• Title III, Part A Assistant to Program Director
• Data entry clerk for Title III, Part A
• Cost of supplies associated with running the program (ink cartridge and 

paper)
• Postage exclusively for Title III, Part A specific mailings.

Technology can be purchased using Title III, Part A funds (as long as that 
same technology is not being provided to non-EL students with other state 
and/or federal funds) as technology can upgrade the program and 
instructional capacity of the LEA.
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Allowable/Non-allowable Expenses (cont.)

• Title III, Part A funds may not be used by the LEAs to 
administer State English Language Proficiency (ELP) 
assessments (i.e. WIDA assessments), as the assessment for 
English Language Proficiency is a required state-level activity 
under Title I, Part A. 

• ESL Teachers are NOT allowed 

• So, what can you spend Title III funds on?
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Allowable/Non-allowable Expenses (cont.)

Examples of allowable Title III, Part A personnel:
• Tutors 

oworking directly with EL students
• Bilingual/ESL Paraprofessionals 

oworking directly with ELs under the direction of a certified teacher
• ESL Instructional Coaches 

oTheir role is to acquire scientific-based research practices, provide 
professional development, and mentor and coach teachers who are 
working directly with English learners.
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Translations

• LEAs and schools are required by federal statute to provide 
meaningful access to information and services provided to the 
parents or guardians of EL students. Therefore, Title III, Part A 
funds may only be used for supplemental translation and 
interpretation activities that are not provided by the LEA for all 
students, and for translation activities that are specific to Title 
III, Part A.



24

Translations (cont.)
For example:

• If the LEA has a welcome center with staff who are responsible for 
administering the home language survey to all students, it would not be 
appropriate to utilize Title III funds to pay their salaries. 

• If the LEA has a contract with a translation company that provides 
translated notices for Federal programs, then only the portion of the 
contract that pertains to Title III notices may be paid for with Title III funds. 

• If the LEA or school communicates on a weekly basis with all parents 
about school activities, it would not be appropriate to use Title III funds to 
pay for translation or interpretation of these documents or activities, as this 
LEA and school are obligated to provide meaningful access to information 
and services provided. Title III funds could be used to pay for supplemental 
translation or interpretation.
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Who Do I Call?
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What we’re working on now
• The Every School Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA) mandates that 

evaluations of school activities, strategies or interventions be 
based on evidence, laying out a broad hierarchy ranging from 
“strong evidence” that the intervention improves student 
outcomes, to “moderate evidence,” and finally “promising 
evidence.” 

• This mandate has been incorporated into virtually every 
element of the Oklahoma ESSA Consolidated State Plan.
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Guide to Evidence-Based Interventions
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Guide to Evidence-Based Interventions
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Guide to Evidence-Based Interventions
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Guide to Evidence-Based Interventions
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Guide to Evidence-Based Interventions
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In Closing
Thank you for your time and please feel free to contact us if you 
have any additional questions or concerns.

Thomas Kirk
Programs Manager

Office of Federal Programs
405-521-4878

Thomas.Kirk@sde.ok.gov

mailto:Thomas.Kirk@sde.ok.gov
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