RYAN WALTERS
STATE SUPERINTENDENT 0f PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT 0f EDUCATION

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Dan Isett
December 17, 2024 405-570-9203

Walters Announces Rural Teacher Bonus Program Results
Program Recruited 61 Teachers, Exclusively in STEM Fields

Oklahoma City, Okla — State Superintendent Ryan Walters Announced the results of the second
groundbreaking teacher bonus program of his administration today. The Rural STEM Teacher
Bonus Program rewarded teachers who signed a contract to teach secondary math or science in a
rural public school for the 2024-2025 school year with bonuses between $15,000 and $25,000.

“l am so excited that we have once again recruited excellent teachers to Oklahoma to work with our
rural students in essential math and science disciplines,” said Walters. “This program is proof
positive that innovative, free market solutions will tackle the most difficult problems faced by our
rural schools and communities. | look forward to working with the Oklahoma Legislature in the
coming year to expand pioneering and highly successful programs like this in our great state.”

Rural STEM Teacher Bonus Program, by the numbers:
e 61 Teachers received a bonus:
o 41 from in state
o 20 from out of state
e 55 Districts benefitted from teachers placed through this program
e Total net bonus amount was $1,115,000
e OSDE paid FICA for districts, bringing the total amount funded to $1,200,297.50
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