A \ » OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
‘ L)

AMIRA
e

Technical Support: Screening for
Characteristics of Dyslexia

This guidance is based off of information provided by the vendor,
and is provided to assist districts in quickly finding essential
information for using this screening instrument to meet the
requirements of screening for characteristics of dyslexia. Specific
guestions about the assessment should be directed to the vendor.
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Contact Information

Name: Trisha Jones

Phone:  405.762.6020

Email: Trisha.Jones@amiralearning.com
Website: www.amiralearning.com

General Information

Setting: Whole group with each student on their own computer
Method: Online
Amira automatically proctors and scores all Dyslexia
Other: screens providing a specific indication of high-risk
students.

Grade Level Assessment Pathway
To screen for characteristics of dyslexia, students must first take the Universal
Screening Assessment.

Measure Approximate Time to Administer
RAN 2 minutes
Phonics/Alphabetic Knowledge 2 minutes
Word ldentification Fluency 2-3 minutes
Phonemic Awareness: .

. . 2 minutes
Blending & Segmenting
Nonsense Word Fluency/ )

) 2 minutes
Decoding
Oral Reading Fluency 2 minutes
Reading Comprehension 2 minutes
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Accommodations

Amira is a voice-based interface. The software supports a range of
accommodations for students with special needs.

Guide to Amira’'s Accommmodations

English Learners

Amira enables screening in both Spanish and English. Amira also provides
English screening with Spanish Language Proctoring.

Enable Spanish Directions and Prompts while Reading in English

Determining Risk for Characteristics of Dyslexia

Amira

Using The Amira Dyslexia Screener LEARNING
To Follow The Oklahoma RSA Screening Process

Overview:

The Oklahoma State Department of Education’s Implementation Guide provides

specific guidance for Early Screening. This document lays out a recommended process for
using the Amira Universal & Dyslexia Screener to successfully implement the State’s
guidance.

Context:

The Implementation Guide provides the following approach for identification of Risk

Levels.  yEMDOR-SPECIFIC TECHNICAL GUIDANCE

Ezch wendor presides a technkcal manual for koth universal soreeners and sereeners for
dyslexia. These manuals can be fowund on the BS54 Cogrdingfor webpage. The universal screener
manual identdies the composite grade- kel target for each aaseszment window i each grade.
Exch techrical manusl for screensns of charactenistics of dyslesia defines the risk bevel for sach
sub-test. Affer completing soreening assessments, the data team must reviesy the sub-test
soarig Tor e student ba detenmire il thene is risk Par dysbexia, T sbuders ane Belore e
providied threshodd in any sub-tests, the team should corsider the possibibey of risk and provide
thi appropriate instruction of interventian, The kel of fisk will halp the beam identify (b
interasty of the imterention needed. For example, if a shodens i below the target on
aRkRRSMANCE 107 pRoPEmic awaren s, agEropriale mleraantian in thie spacfic phanemic
awareness kil needed should b= provided. if the sfudent demonstrages severe risk, a maone
interaie interdpnbicn will be readad.
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Step 1:
Dyslexia Screening: Identify Dyslexia Risk

Following The Implementation Guide:

The initial step is to compare student risk to Amira’s Composite Score. Amira makes this easy —
the Dyslexia Risk Index (DRI) summarizes the degree to which a student is evidencing the
signals and markers of Dyslexia. Any student with a DRI score above 30 should be considered
at-risk. This number holds for ALL grades and ALL testing windows. You don’t need to worry
about a panoply of varying numbers. The bigger the Dyslexia Risk Composite score, the greater
the overall risk.

Summary:
The higher a student’s Dyslexia Risk Score, the greater the need for an intervention.

Process:

Using Amira’s Reporting to identify the Composite Score For Risk is easy. The initial action is
to login and accesses the Reports Page. Next, choose the Dyslexia Risk Report. The DRI is
the number between 1 and 99 for each student, as shown below. This is the Composite
Score Amira provides to enable an overall assessment of risk.
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Step 2:
Universal Screening: Place Students In Tiers

Following The Implementation Guide:

o  Tier 1 Care losintion

y Score 3t ar Jbove the 8™ gercenmile on uaiversal screening. Core instruction
vhauld rmeet the needs of thess students, and an nahvchusiied Pragram of
Neading ‘milructon (PN is pgft needed.

y These Shadents are a0t rogeired 10 Be isessed for chavamierbitics of dysienla.

®  Tier 1+ Dtfermriiation
o Inftidly score betwien the 267 « 39™ purcestie on urvwersal scroening
Hsessment F ohere are 0ne oF Move Sabr 005t S000es that gve Spniiconty e
fAgn the arped, conadler ITeoting dnenity
o Thess stackerts mant be susses for chowrascserinticn of Syveais

*  Ter 1 Suppiemmetad inmtrection
o Inttially score between the 11 < 25 percentie on srtwerssl screening, OR
o Inftudly score batwesn the 267 - 39 percentfe Bot have receteed dfferentivted
ISTruction Sar mare Than 12 waehs of 3 da1a poLs 0N progress montonng
wiERGE making sgnlicans pragress
» These shedients mast be asusisad for chaeameritics of dydesiy

o Tier ¥ Ingersive Intarwenson
o Initially score between the 1% — 10* percentile on uniwenial wresaing, OR
o Inftislly score between the 11°% - 29* perconife 5ot hevw recervod Tier 2
Intervestion for mone than X0 mecks or S dala poinls on progress morlirng
WERME making sgnficant progress
) These stedents mast be eisad for chasaceeristics of dysiesly

Summary:
Overall mastery PRs should be used to tier students.

Process:

To tier students, utilize the Instructional Recommendations (Reading Rope)
Report. First, go to the Reports Screen.

Next, choose the Instructional Recommendations Report.

If not already configured, select the State Benchmarks selection (instead of the
National Benchmarks).

Tiers are determined by the Composite Scores for Overall Mastery. This is located on the right
hand, center of the report.

Students who should be in Tier 1 will show in Green.

Students who should be in a Tier 2 Intervention will be in Yellow.

Students who should be in a Tier 3 intervention will be in Red.

The Green/Yellow/Red classification is based specifically on the Oklahoma
cutlines.
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Step 3:

Universal Screening: Review Subtest Scores To Decide On An
Intervention Strategy

Following The Implementation Guide:

VENDOR-SPECIFIC TECHNICAL GUIDANCE

Each vendor pravides a technlcal manual for both universal screeners and screeners for

dyslexia. These manuals can be fownd on the RS54 Coordinator webpage, The universal screener

manual identifies the composite grade-level target for each assessment window in each grade,

Each technical manual for screeners of charactaristics of dyslexla defines the risk level for each
/Sub-test. After completing screening assessments, the data team must review the sub-test H“'.

scares for the student to determine if there is risk for dyslexia, If students are below the

provided threshold in any sub-tests, the team should consider the possibility of risk and provide

the appropriate instruction or intervention. The level of risk will help the team identify the

intensity of the intervention needed. For example, if a student is below the target on

assessments for phonemic awareness, appropriate intervention in the specific phonemic

awareness skill needed should be provided., Iif the student demonstrates severe risk, a more
-.{ntEﬂE'n'E intervention will be needed. J

Summary:

For high risk students, use sub-scores to identify the focus and intensity of the intervention.
Process:

First, navigate to the Instructional Recommendations Report from the Report Page. Second,
use the sub-scores on the left-hand side of the report to identify a student’s

relative strengths and weaknesses.

The IR Report shows a student’s PR for each thread of the reading rope. The PR will range
from 1to 99. The greater the value the stronger the student’s mastery level in relationship to
grade expectations. A PR for a thread below 10 means that the need for an intervention is

extremely high. A PR between 10 and 25 indicates that an Intervention is desirable.

The focal point of the intervention strategy should be on the threads with the lowest scores.
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Understanding The Scores:

Dyslexia Risk (DRI): This score measure dyslexia risk, not overall mastery. The larger the score,
the greater the signal that student may be dyslexic. Find this score on the Dyslexia report.

Composite Mastery Score (ARM PR): This score is the composite (overall) mastery score for the
student. The Score is based on the Amira Reading Mastery measure (ARM). ARM is focused on Adjusted
WCPM for students able to read connected text and on foundational skills mastery for early readers
unable to read connected text. The ARM PR shows a student’s Percentile Ranking (PR) for their grade
level. The PR ranges from 1to 99. The higher the ARM PR, the more proficient the student.

Sub Test Scores: Vocabulary PR, Knowledge PR, Decoding PR, Phonological Awareness PR,

Sight Recognition PR

These Percentile Rankings are the subscores that should be analyzed to determine the nature

and intensity of the intervention. The lower the score, the stronger the need for an intervention
focused on this area of mastery. These subscores are based on looking specifically at student
performance with respect to items related to the skill. For example, nonsense word fluency items
(NWF) are used to help calculate the Decoding PR.

Contributing Scores: Comprehension PR, Word Recognition PR
These PRs are rollups of the subTest scores.
e Comprehension PR is a rollup of the Vocabulary PR and Knowledge PR.

¢ Word Recognition PR is a rollup of the Decoding PR, Phonological Awareness PR and
Sight Recognition PR.

District Extracts:

Districts can easily access the key student data using the weekly extracts.
The District Extract shows:

DRI: for every student that has completed the Screener components. The ORF component is
not necessary for the calculation of this score.

ARM: for every student that has completed either the Screener or the ORF, an ARM score will
be generated. ARM scores range from 0 up to 200. Early Readers will have scores from 0 to just above

10. Students able to read connected text will have a score that reflects their ability to read fluently.

ARM PR: The ARM PR shows the student’s Percentile Ranking for all students at grade
level.
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