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MEMORANDUM 

 

 

TO:  The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education 

 

FROM: Joy Hofmeister 

 

DATE: January 26, 2017 

 

SUBJECT: Charter School Appeal – The Academy of Seminole  

   

Oklahoma Law – Charter School Sponsorship, State Board of Education 

 

The Oklahoma Charter Schools Act (the “Act”), at 70 O.S. §3-132(8), provides that the State 

Board of Education (the “Board”) may serve as the sponsor of a charter school when the 

applicant has first been denied a charter by the local school district in which it seeks to 

operate. 70 O.S. §3-132(8). Prior to the submission of an application for sponsorship to the 

Board, the Act at 70 O.S. §3-134(E) provides that the process for charter school sponsorship by 

the Board begins with the filing of a charter school application with a local school district.   

 

More specifically, the Act requires that a proposed sponsor shall either accept or reject the 

charter school application within ninety (90) days. Id. If the proposed sponsor rejects the original 

application, it must then notify the applicant in writing of the reason(s) for the rejection, and then 

the applicant may submit a revised application for reconsideration within thirty (30) days. Id.  

Upon receipt of the revised application, the proposed sponsor is then required to accept or reject 

the revised application within thirty (30) days. Id. Should the sponsor reject said revised 

application, the applicant may then appeal the denial of the revised application to the Board. The 

Board shall then hear the appeal no later than sixty (60) days from the date received by the 

Board. 

 

Factual Background – Seminole Public Schools/Academy of Seminole 

 

On August 23, 2016, the Academy of Seminole (the “Applicant”) applied to Seminole Public 

Schools (the “District”) for the proposed sponsorship of its charter school. However, on October 

14, 2016, by way of written correspondence, the Seminole Public School Board denied the 

proposed charter school application. Subsequently, the Applicant submitted a revised application 

(the “Revised Application”) to the District on November 11, 2016, which was again rejected on 



 

 

December 8, 2016. As such, and subsequent to the denial of the Revised Application, on 

December 23, 2016, the Applicant appealed the denial of the Revised Application and is hereby 

requesting the Board accept the Revised Application and serve as the sponsor of the proposed 

charter school.1 This matter is set to be heard by the Board at the January 26, 2017, meeting.   

  

Oklahoma Law – Charter School Application Requirements 

 

In order to authorize a charter school, Oklahoma law and Board rules require that the Board see 

evidence of the following: 

  

A. a thorough and high-quality charter school application from the applicant based on 

the authorizing standards in subsection B of Section 3-134 of this title; 

B. a clear demonstration of community support for the charter school; and 

C. the grounds and basis of objection by the school district for denying the operation of 

the charter are not supported by the greater weight of  evidence and the strength of the 

application. See 70 O.S. §3-132(8). 

 

To that end, with respect to the requirement of a high-quality charter school application, the Act 

sets forth the following thirty-five (35) requirements that a charter school application must 

contain: 

 

1. A mission statement for the charter school; 

2. A description including, but not limited to, background information of the 

organizational structure and the governing body of the charter school; 

3. A financial plan for the first five (5) years of operation of the charter school and a 

description of the treasurer or other officers or persons who shall have primary 

responsibility for the finances of the charter school. Such person shall have 

demonstrated experience in school finance or the equivalent thereof; 

4. A description of the hiring policy of the charter school; 

5. The name of the applicant or applicants and requested sponsor; 

6. A description of the facility and location of the charter school; 

7. A description of the grades being served; 

8. An outline of criteria designed to measure the effectiveness of the charter school; 

9. A demonstration of support for the charter school from residents of the school district 

which may include but is not limited to a survey of the school district residents or a 

petition signed by residents of the school district; 

10. Documentation that the applicants completed charter school training as set forth in 

subsection A of this section; 

11. A description of the minimum and maximum enrollment planned per year for each 

term of the charter contract; 

12. The proposed calendar for the charter school and sample daily schedule; 

13. Unless otherwise authorized by law or regulation, a description of the academic 

program aligned with state standards; 

                                                 
1 In considering whether the conditions for Board sponsorship have been met, the Board is not to conduct a de novo 

consideration of the application but will review the record on appeal. See OAC:210-40-87-8. 

 



 

 

14. A description of the instructional design of the charter school, including the type of 

learning environment, class size and structure, curriculum overview and teaching 

methods; 

15. The plan for using internal and external assessments to measure and report student 

progress on the performance framework developed by the applicant in accordance 

with subsection C of Section 3-135 of this title; 

16. The plans for identifying and successfully serving students with disabilities, students 

who are English language learners and students who are academically behind; 

17. A description of cocurricular or extracurricular programs and how they will be funded 

and delivered; 

18. Plans and timelines for student recruitment and enrollment, including lottery 

procedures; 

19. The student discipline policies for the charter school, including those for special 

education students; 

20. An organizational chart that clearly presents the organizational structure of the charter 

school, including lines of authority and reporting between the governing board, staff, 

any related bodies such as advisory bodies or parent and teacher councils and any 

external organizations that will play a role in managing the school; 

21. A clear description of the roles and responsibilities of the governing board, the 

leadership and management team for the charter school and any other entities shown 

in the organizational chart; 

22. The leadership and teacher employment policies for the charter school; 

23. Proposed governing bylaws; 

24. Explanations of any partnerships or contractual partnerships central to the operations 

or mission of the charter school; 

25. The plans for providing transportation, food service and all other significant 

operational or ancillary services; 

26. Opportunities and expectations for parental involvement; 

27. A detailed school start-up plan that identifies tasks, time lines and responsible 

individuals; 

28. A description of the financial plan and policies for the charter school, including 

financial controls and audit requirements; 

29. A description of the insurance coverage the charter school will obtain; 

30. Start-up and five-year budgets with clearly stated assumptions; 

31. Start-up and first-year cash-flow projections with clearly stated assumptions; 

32. Evidence of anticipated fundraising contributions, if claimed in the application; 

33. A sound facilities plan, including backup or contingency plans if appropriate; 

34. A requirement that the charter school governing board meet at a minimum quarterly 

in the state and that for those charter schools outside of counties with a population of 

five hundred thousand (500,000) or more, that a majority of members are residents 

within the geographic boundary of the sponsoring entity; and 

35. A requirement that the charter school follow the requirements of the Oklahoma Open 

Meeting Act and Oklahoma Open Records Act. 

 

In light of the foregoing, the State Board of Education is requested to take action on these 

matters. 



 

 

 

Enclosures: 

 
1. Oklahoma statutes and Board rules  

a. 70 O.S. §3-132 

b. 70 O.S. §3-134 

c. Board Rules, OAC:210-40-87-8 

2. Revised Application 

a. December 23, 2016, letter from Applicant to the Board 

b. District denial of Revised Application, dated December 8, 2016, with District Board of 

Education Meeting Minutes dated December 5, 2016 

c. Revised Application, dated November 11, 2016, with attachments 

d. Applicant’s PowerPoint presentation to the District 

e. District’s PowerPoint presentation 

3. Original Application 

a. District denial of Proposed Application, dated October 14, 2016, with District Board of 

Education Meeting Minutes dated October 13, 2016 

b. Proposed Application, dated August 23, 2016, with attachments 

 









































































































































































































































































































































































































COMPARISON BETWEEN 
RESPONSIVE ED CHARTER 

SCHOOLS & PEA RIDGE HIGH 
SCHOOL

WITH 
SEMINOLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

2015



Grade Level Comparison

§ Comparison is of students who reached targeted achievement 

§ Seminole Public Schools Grades K-6 Compared to Responsive Ed charter schools 

Grades K-9

§ Seminole Middle School Compared to Responsive Ed charter schools 

Quest Middle School

§ Seminole High School Compared to Responsive Ed charter schools 

Premier High School

§ Seminole Public Schools Grades K-12 Compared to Responsive Ed charter schools 

Grades K-12



Elementary Comparison
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Middle School Comparison
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High School Comparison
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Combined School Comparison
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Bottom Quartile Student Growth
Elementary Comparison
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Bottom Quartile Student Growth
Middle School Comparison
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Bottom Quartile Student Growth
High School Comparison
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Bottom Quartile Student Growth
Combined School Comparison
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HS Comparison Between SHS EOI & Pea Ridge ACT Aspire
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Comparison Between SHS Average ACT & Pea Ridge Average ACT
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