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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello! Welcome to a presentation on an overview of accommodations. My name is Angela Kwok. I am a special education specialist from the Oklahoma State Department of Education. I will be your session presenter today.



Objectives Today 

 How to: 
 Select, administer, and evaluate 

accommodations; 
 

 Use accommodations resources; 
 Oklahoma Accommodations Manual 
 Oklahoma Accommodations Synopsis 
 Testing Accommodations for Students with an IEP 

or 504. 
 
 Improve documentation of accommodations in 

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several objectives today. First, I would like for you to leave today with an understanding of how to select, administer, and evaluate the different types of accommodations. 

Next, I would like you to be aware of three different accommodation resources specific to Oklahoma.
Accommodations Manual: http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/OK%20Accommodations%20Manual.pdf
Accommodations Synopsis: http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Accommodations%20Synopsis_0.pdf
Testing Accommodations: 
http://ok.gov/sde/documents/2013-11-22/special-education-accommodations-state-assessments

Finally, today’s presentation will conclude with our last objective of how to document accommodations on a student’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).



Accommodations Manual 

 Based on the manual developed by: 
 Accommodations Manual 2nd edition (2005; 

Thompson, Morse, Sharpe, Hall 
 Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO);  
 State Collaborative on Assessment and Student 

Standards (SCASS); 
 Student Standards Assessing Special Education 

Students (ASES). 

 Guidance in the manual pertains to students with 
disabilities who participate in state assessments 
with accommodations and the instruction they 
receive. 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/OK%20Accommodations%20Manual.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Today’s presentation will highlight key components on an Accommodations Guidelines Manual  based on the Accommodations Manual 2nd edition (2005) authored by Thompson, Morse, Sharpe, and Hall and developed by a consortium of states that make up the Council of Chief State School Officers, State Collaborative on Assessment and Student Standards, and Student Standards Assessing Special Education Students.

The manual consists of guidance for students with disabilities who participate in state assessments with accommodations and the instruction they receive.

The manual with Oklahoma specific information can be downloaded at the web address listed at the bottom of the screen.




Accommodation Synopsis 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Accommodations%20Synopsis_0.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Accommodation Synopsis is the most critical information from the Oklahoma Accommodations Manual, summarized in this shorter document. 



Accommodations Manual 

1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment 

3. Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for 
individual students 

4. Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 

5. Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 

The five-step process: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Oklahoma Accommodations Manual addresses accommodations in a five-step process. You can read the five steps on this slide as an overview, but we will look at each component in more detail on the following slides.



 
 Ensure that students are working toward grade-level standards 

by using a range of instructional strategies based on varied 
strengths and student needs.  
 
 
 
 
 

 http://ok.gov/sde/oklahoma-academic-standards 
 

Step 1 
Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first step when considering accommodations is to expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level academic content standards. Students with disabilities must be offered the opportunity to access standards on their grade level regardless of their ability level. Students can work on grade level standards through a variety of instructional strategies based on each students individual strength, interest, and educational needs. 

Students performing significantly below grade level in a content area can access material on their ability level. Below grade level material helps bridge the gap of where they are functioning and ensures opportunities for academic success. However, students still need exposure to grade level material to have opportunities to catch up with peers and create awareness of the grade level academic content that is addressed in the classroom.

Specific information related to the Oklahoma Academic Standards and content for each grade level can be found at the web address located at the bottom of the screen.



 
 To accomplish this goal, every 

IEP or 504 plan team member 
must: 
 be familiar with academic 

content standards; 
 be familiar with accountability 

systems at the district and state 
levels; and 

 participate in collaboration 
between general and special 
educators. 

 

Step 1 (continued) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In order for all students (regardless of ability level) to have access to grade level standards each educational team member included on an IEP or 504 must:
be familiar with academic content standards (at the student’s grade level);
be familiar with district and state assessment protocols; and
participate in active and on-going relevant feedback between the general and special education teacher.



What is an Accommodation? 

Discuss with a table partner the following: 
• What is a definition of accommodation? 
• Who would benefit from an accommodation? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We started the presentation by emphasizing the importance that all students have access to the grade level academic content standards. However, we know that the reason you are here today is to learn more about accommodations. 

I’d like you to share with a table partner the two questions listed on the slide in bullets.
First, what is a definition of an accommodation?
Last, who would benefit from an accommodation?

I will give you several minutes to discuss and then we will share out our collective thoughts in just a minute.



Practices and procedures in the areas of 
presentation, response, setting, and 
timing/scheduling that provide equitable access 
during instruction and assessments for students 
with disabilities. 

Accommodation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Now that we have had a chance as a group to share what you know about accommodations I would like to share with you the definition of an accommodation. 

An accommodation is practices and procedures in the areas of presentation, response, setting, and timing/scheduling that provide equitable access during instruction and assessments for students with disabilities.

An individual who needs an accommodation needs it everywhere they learn, not just for assessment purposes. Interestingly enough, accommodation use does not begin and end in school. Students who use accommodations will generally also need them at home, in the community, and as they get older, in postsecondary education and at work. Accommodations for instruction and assessment are integrally intertwined.





 
Accommodations are: 

  
 practices and procedures that provide equitable access during 

instruction and assessment for students with disabilities 
  
 intended to reduce or even eliminate the effects of a student’s 

disability 
 

 do not reduce learning expectations 
 

 must be consistent for classroom instruction, classroom 
assessments, district-wide assessments, and statewide 
assessments 
 

Step 2 
Learn about accommodations for instruction and 
assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step two is knowledge of the various accommodations for instruction and assessment. 

Accommodations are the changes in the way a student accesses instruction or assessment. A student may use a listening device to hear the teacher more clearly. He/she is provided an accommodation to hear the lesson, but is still responsible for the content and rigor of the lesson.

Accommodations alleviate the effects of a student’s disability by allowing the student to hear or see the information in a way that enables them to access the content of the instruction. Accommodations allow barriers to be removed. It’s like using glasses. Not everyone needs or wears glasses, but those that do benefit from wearing glasses to see the information more clearly.

Accommodations give equal access to learning without “watering down” the content, their learning expectations are not reduced. Accommodations are not provided for score enhancement, but to allow students to learn and demonstrate understanding without barriers due to their disability.

Accommodations must be aligned between classroom instruction, classroom assessments, district and state tests. 



   

                                                                                                                                    

http://www.andertoons.com/school/cartoon/6312/standardized-testing-one-thing-but-standardized-recess- 

Accommodations address student variability 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Accommodations are appropriate to address student variability. 

As you can see from this cartoon, it is not appropriate to standardize every component of a child’s instruction. Students require and expect differences in their opportunities to learn. 

Some students may need the accommodation of manipulatives while others would prefer to perform the math calculation in their head. 

Offering differentiated instruction including appropriate accommodations based on student’s ability level is simply good instructional practice. 

http://www.andertoons.com/school/cartoon/6312/standardized-testing-one-thing-but-standardized-recess-




Accommodations Categories 

 Setting 
 Timing/Scheduling 
 Response  
 Presentation 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are four categories of accommodation types. They are:
Setting 
Timing/scheduling
Presentation
Response





Oklahoma Approved Accommodations 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Accommodations%20Synopsis_0.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Oklahoma has a complete list of the approved accommodations for state assessments divided into the four different categories. The options for classroom accommodations are limitless, but the accommodations for assessment purposes are only those that are listed on this document. I have captured a picture of the document on this slide, but the complete document can be found at the URL listed at the bottom of the screen.

An exhaustive list of many different types of available accommodations (specific to disability categories) can be located in the Fact Sheet 1 section of the Oklahoma Accommodations Manual.

The following slides will talk about each accommodation category in more detail.



Setting Accommodations 

 A change the location in which a student receives 
instruction, participates in an assessment, or the 
conditions of an instructional or assessment setting.  
 

 Examples: 
 Individual administration 
 Small group administration 

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first category of an accommodation type is setting. Setting accommodations change the location in which a student receives instruction, participates in an assessment, or the conditions of an instructional or assessment setting. 

As you consider this accommodation category think of the question; will the student be in the general education setting with same age peers or will he/she work in a smaller group? 

The necessity of a small group setting may come from the need to eliminate distractions, as in the case of a student with ADHD or Autism. A small group setting may benefit a student’s ability to concentrate without the need to feel pressured to finish in the same amount of time as non-disabled peers. For example, a student with a slow processing speed. 

I used the setting accommodation (test in a small group setting) to read aloud a math assessment. A word of advice, since different versions of the test are provided to students to discourage copying, work with the Building Test Coordinator to see if the same test form can be used for all the students in the small group setting. For students taking an End of Instruction (EOI) assessment, students will have the option to have the computer read aloud the questions to the student.

As you can see on the slide examples of a setting accommodation include individual or small group administration.




Timing/Scheduling Accommodations 

 Provides additional time to complete assignments 
and/or assessments or the way time is organized 

 Examples: 
 Extra time 
 Frequent breaks 
 Time of day 

 Helpful for students who need time to process 
written text (slow readability), write (due to a 
physical limitation), use an assistive technology 
device, have limited attention, or low energy level  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The second category of an accommodation type is timing/scheduling. Timing and scheduling accommodations change the allowable length of time to complete assignments, assessments, and activities, and may also change the way the time is organized. Timing accommodations give students the time and the breaks needed to complete activities, the time of day or number of days over which an activity, assignment or assessment takes place.

Extra time may be necessary for students who need time to process written text (slow readability), write (due to a physical limitation), or use an assistive technology device for communication purposes. 

Frequent breaks may be appropriate for students with a limited attention span who cannot concentrate continuously for an extended period of time without coinciding feelings of frustration or unnecessary stress. 

Scheduling changes or consideration of the time of day would be appropriate for students who concentrate better during certain times of day or coincide with a student’s alertness based on his/her medication or energy level due to a health-related disability.



Response Accommodations 

 An alternate method of responding from a typical 
pencil/paper format. 

  Examples: 
 marking answers in the test booklet (grades 3-8) for 

later transfer by a Test Administrator to an Answer 
Document; 

 assistive technology communication device(s); 
 pencil grip; 
 utilize typewriter, word processor, or computer without 

the use of “help” features (spell check) (English II and 
writing test only). 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Response accommodations benefit students who have difficulty with memory, sequencing, directionality, alignment, and organization. It is an accommodation type benefiting many students with a physical disability who struggle to provide documentation of their response from a typical pencil/paper format. 

Examples of response accommodations include:
marking answers in the test booklet (grades 3-8) for later transfer by a Test Administrator to an Answer Document;
assistive technology communication device(s);
pencil grip;
utilize typewriter, word processor, or computer without the use of “help” features (spell check) (English II and writing test only).



Presentation Accommodations 

 Instructional or test materials presented in a 
different manner than standard print. 
 

 Examples: 
 large print or Braille; 
 magnifier; 
 auditory amplification devices, such as hearing aids or 

noise buffers; and 
 read or sign test items if the test is not a reading test.  

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The last category of an accommodation type is presentation. The presentation accommodation allows students to access instruction and assessments in ways that do not require them to visually read standard print. 

Examples include:
large print or Braille;
magnifier;
auditory amplification devices, such as hearing aids or noise buffers; and
read or sign test items if the test is not a reading test. 

I used the accommodation of presentation for students who struggled with reading on a math assessment. I would read aloud the math problems so students could focus on the math question rather than the readability of the story problem. 



Accommodations 
≠ 

Modifications! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Throughout the past year the State Department of Education has received numerous questions regarding the clarification of modification versus accommodations. The slide here represents the fact that there is a clear distinction between the two and just to reiterate, accommodations do not equal modifications. 

The reason that there is a lot of confusion between these two entities is because there are gray areas of the exact moment an accommodation becomes a modification. This comes from an attempt  to have students access the curriculum on their ability level without lowering the learning expectations. 



Shortened spelling vs. modified 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An example of the differences of an accommodation or a modification can be demonstrated by examining two different spelling lists. 

The box on the left has a spelling list on the left for all 5th grade students and a shortened spelling list of the same words on the right. 
A shortened spelling list of fewer words yet at the student’s grade level is a form of an accommodation. The challenge is to help students find success with fewer words and then gradually increase the number of words using the technique of scaffolding. 

The box on the right has a spelling list for all 5th grade students on the left and a 1st grade spelling list on the right.
This is an example of a modified spelling list by offering a 5th grade student a 1st grade spelling list. The content of a 1st grade list is completely different than 5th grade expectations and offering students the 1st grade list lowers the learning expectations. Students with the 1st grade list no longer have access to grade level expectations.




Accommodations and Modifications 

 Accommodations- do NOT reduce 
learning expectations, but rather provide 
a student with access to the general 
curriculum and assessments.  

 
 Modifications- change, lower, or reduce 

learning expectations. In addition, they 
increase the gap between achievement 
of students with disabilities and 
expectations for proficiency at grade-
level. 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The distinction between accommodations and modifications are listed on this slide. The biggest distinction is the question: are learning expectations or access to grade level expectations lowered?

Accommodations do not reduce learning expectations. Accommodations provide students with access to the general curriculum and assessments. Teachers should always offer accommodations for students with disabilities rather than modifications. It is important students have access to grade level curriculum.

Modifications change, lower, or reduce learning expectations. Reduced learning expectations increase the chance for students to further increase the learning gap from where they currently function from where they should be performing on grade level. 

Modifications should not be eliminated completely. It is appropriate to offer students material on their ability level, (especially when they are performing several grade levels below) to ensure opportunities for success and eliminate feelings of failure. Access to grade level curriculum and materials on ability level requires a student to have twice as much exposure to subject area material of demonstrated weakness. Learning opportunities on their ability level (present level of performance) and opportunities to learn curriculum at their grade level would be offered on a daily basis.



Modifications 

 Reduced learning expectations 
 

 Examples: 
 Reduced assignments, easiest problems only. 
 Simplified reading passages (ex. 2nd grade curriculum 

rather than 8th grade). 
 Reduced response choice. 

 
*Important: students need material on ability level 
(modifications) & access to grade level material 
(accommodations) if performing significantly below grade 
level 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Examples of modifications include reducing a student’s learning expectations, such as reducing an assignment so a student has to complete the easiest problems only. To change this to an accommodation, the teacher would reduce the number of problems a student would be responsible to complete with a similar sampling of problems as other students in the class (example: odd problems, resulting in fewer problems but same grade level expectations). 

Another example of a modification would be to simplify reading passages to such a significant degree that students are no longer reading grade level reading passages full of grade level vocabulary and complex sentence structures, but simple sentences of nouns and verbs. It is appropriate to provide students reading opportunities on his/her ability level, but to be clear this is a modification and no longer an accommodation. Students should be provided reading material on their ability level along with reading material at his/her grade level to ensure exposure to grade level material. As students access grade level reading passages he/she may be offered accommodations to access to content such as extended time or enlarged text (fewer words per page). 

A final example of a modification type is a reduced response choice. Rather than the typical 4 option choices for answers students have fewer options such as two or three to pick from, increasing a student’s chances to guess the right answer rather than demonstrate their understanding of the material. 



Modification 

 IMPORTANT: 
 Providing a modification to a student during classroom 

instruction and/or classroom assessments may have unintended 
consequences of reducing their opportunity to learn critical 
content. 

 Providing a modification alters the construct the test measures, 
therefore, resulting scores do not provide information on how 
the student performed on grade-level standards. 

 STUDENTS THAT RECEIVE A MODIFICATION ON ANY 
STATEWIDE ASSESSMENT WILL BE CONSIDERED A TEST 
INVALIDATION. 

 Examples: 
Oral Administration of ELA  
 Use of spell-check and grammar check for Writing 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide highlights important considerations for the use of modifications.
Teachers should offer accommodations to students whenever possible. Should a modification be offered it may have the unintended consequence of reducing a student’s opportunity to learn critical content.
On teacher created assessments, modifications such as reduced answer choices alter the test validity resulting in student feedback that may be meaningless on how a student is performing on grade-level standards.
Modifications on state-wide assessments are not permitted and if offered to a student, will result in a test invalidation for the student.�Examples of assessment modifications that are not permitted include reading aloud the language arts assessment or allowing a student to use the spell-check feature for students using the response accommodation of a typewriter, word processor or computer on the English II or writing assessment.



The next two slides give an example scenario.  
Identify whether the given scenario is an accommodation or a modification. 

Quiz Time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It’s time to test your understanding of the difference between an accommodation and a modification.
The next two slides give an example scenario. 
Identify whether the given scenario is an accommodation or a modification.




Accommodation or Modification? 

 Malcolm’s scores on in-class 
assignments and assessments 
improve when he is provided 
with large print material. The 
teacher provides Malcolm 
materials with larger print 
because she has observed that 
his comprehension also greatly 
improves.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Malcolm’s score on in-class assignments and assessments improve when he is provided with large print material. The teacher provides Malcolm materials with larger print because she has observed that his comprehension also greatly improves. 

Is this scenario an example of an accommodation or modification? 

–Pause- This is an example of an accommodation. The learning expectation has not changed. Malcolm has been provided a resource to access the curriculum.




Accommodation or Modification? 

 Patricia has a learning disability in 
mathematics. Her teacher has required 
her to complete the first 10 fast fact 
problems , but she does not have to 
reduce to simplest form. The rest of the 
class must complete the entire page of 
addition fractions and reduce to the 
simplest form, including challenging 
questions numbers 1-30.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Patricia has a learning disability in mathematics. Her teacher has required her to complete the first 10 fast fact problems but does not have show simplest form. The rest of the class must do the whole page of addition fractions and reduce to show simplest form, including challenging questions numbers 1-30. Is this an example of a modification or accommodation? 

–Pause- This is a modification. Patricia is not expected to show simplest form or complete challenging questions beyond question 10. She has different learning expectations than the rest of her peers. 




Making Accommodations Decisions 

Decide 

Based on present levels of performance 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For students with disabilities determining appropriate instructional and assessment accommodations should not pose any problem for a team that utilizes information from the present level of educational performance (PLEP) to aid in the process of identifying and documenting appropriate accommodations.



Criteria for Use of Calculator for Math 

 The accommodation is 
necessary to provide access 
due to the student’s disability 
(e.g. the student has specific disability that 
severely limits or prevents the student from 
calculating at any level of difficulty even 
after varied and repeated attempts to have 
the student do so);  
 

 The student uses a calculator 
for routine instruction and 
assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Calculator usage on state assessments must coincide with accommodations that are normally employed as part of classroom instruction on a regular basis, and specified in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 504 plan. 



   

                                                                                                                                    

http://www.andertoons.com/education/cartoon/6782/i-know-its-wrong-im-just-waiting-for-the-autocorrect 

Benefits of electronic devices. 

   
 

• 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a funny cartoon that captures our dependence on electronic devices to do the work for us. The caption reads: I know it’s wrong. I’m just waiting for the autocorrect.

The use of a calculator as an accommodation is the decision of an IEP team, but students must have had exposure to use the device prior to the day of the test. When considering a calculator as an accommodation, the team must weigh the cost of whether a calculator is an important accommodation for the student. 

In the lower elementary grades, as students learn the skill of single digit computation, is it appropriate to allow a calculator for an accommodation or will students develop a dependency to use the calculator rather than acquire the skill of computation independently? 

In high school, does a calculator benefit students through the process of multi-step problems so the student can focus on the task rather than struggle through the individual steps? 

Does the use of a calculator benefit students by preparing them towards a life of independence after high school?

http://www.andertoons.com/education/cartoon/6782/i-know-its-wrong-im-just-waiting-for-the-autocorrect

http://www.andertoons.com/email/6782


http://ok.gov/sde/documents/2013-11-22/special-education-accommodations-state-
assessments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Specific Oklahoma approved criteria usage of calculators on grades 3-8 state assessment can be found at the link at the bottom of the screen. 
In summary of the document: 
students may not share calculators 
students can use their own calculator or one provided by the school
calculators cannot have paper tape, the power cord must be removed, the memory must be cleared before and after the test session, and any programs or applications must be removed prior to the test sessions
prohibited calculators include calculators with built-in computer algebra systems (including TI-89 or TI-Inspire) or calculators with built-in computer algebra systems or laptop computers.




Criteria for Use of Accommodations on the 
Writing Assessment 

 IEP team decision (school held accountable for their 
decision), appropriate rationalization provided 

 Offered as part of the classroom instruction on a 
regular basis 

 The accommodation is necessary to provide access 
due to the student’s disability (e.g. the student has specific 
disability that severely limits or prevents the student from writing 
independently); 

 Not limited to students with a physical disability 
 Offers access not advantage.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Consideration of whether an accommodation for a writing assessment is appropriate or not depends of the decision of an IEP team. The IEP team decides as to which students would benefit from a personal scribe, but should the school be questioned with regard to the offered accommodation they must provide appropriate rationale for the accommodation afforded to the student to address his/her disability. Since oral communication will take place in this accommodation the student must test in a separate location, apart from other students to ensure test validity with a Test Administrator and a Test Proctor. 

The practice of this accommodation on assessment purposes must be offered as part of the classroom instruction on a regular basis, and must be specified in either an IEP or a Section 504. 

Students meeting the criteria for the response accommodation of a scribe are not restricted to students with a physical disability with a limited ability to write on their own, but may include students with limited dexterity where the practice of writing would be too tiresome/burdensome for the student for the entire testing session (for example a child with Multiple Sclerosis, Multiple Disabilities, or Traumatic Brain Injury). 

An important point to remember, an accommodation does not offer an advantage to the test, but provides each student with access to demonstrate his/her skills of the content area. The IEP team makes the decision for appropriate accommodations for students based on his/her individual need and the school is held accountable for the basis of their decisions of the chosen accommodation(s).




Examples Accommodations on the Writing 
Assessment 

 The student dictates the words to a scribe. The test 
administrator must transcribe the words verbatim into 
the standard student Answer Document.  

 The student indicates to the test administrator all 
punctuation and capital letters, but is not required to 
spell individual words.  

 The student uses assistive devices to communicate 
through a reader or electronic format for routine 
instruction and assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An Oklahoma State Approved Response Accommodation for the Writing Assessment in grades 5 and 8, OCCT ACE English II/II and OMAAP English II may include having the student dictate the words to a scribe. The test administrator must transcribe the words verbatim into the standard student Answer Document. The student indicates to the test administrator all punctuation and capital letters, but is not required to spell individual words. 

Another accommodation on a written assessment may include the accommodation for students to type their response into an electronic device such as an assistive technology unit or a word processor. In this case, the “help” features such as a spell-check must be turned off. Upon student completion, the electronic text is printed off for transcription. The response should be cleared from the computer and not saved in any manner. The test Administrator must transcribe the words verbatim into a scorable answer document/test book. The original typed student response is placed inside the front cover of the scorable answer document/test book.




 Present Levels of Academic Achievement 
and Functional Performance (PLAAFP) 
 

 Annual Goals 
 

 Accommodations to the General 
Curriculum 
 Previous accommodations 
 Classroom barriers 
 Available resources 

 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 

Step 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The third step when considering accommodations, is to select the necessary accommodation for instruction and assessment. Remember step 1 access to grade level curriculum, step 2 knowledge of accommodation types, we move to step 3 which is for the IEP or 504 plan team to choose the specific accommodations.

There are several areas to consider for appropriateness of accommodations. The first is the present levels of educational performance (PLEP) or as identified here, present levels of academic achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP). They are basically the same thing, which is where the student is currently performing. What is the student’s ability level today, in each subject area?

Next, the team considers the annual goals included in the IEP. Based on the student’s areas of weakness, annual goals are established based on grade level academic standards. Using information from the annual goals which resources are needed to help students reach their specific goals?

Finally, the team considers current accommodations to the general curriculum; areas of the student’s success using previously prescribed accommodations, consideration of classroom barriers (such as student proximity), available resources, etc.



Step 3 (continued) 

 Accommodations must be selected on the basis of: 
 the individual student’s needs, and  
 used consistently for instruction and assessment as 

documented in their IEP or 504 plan. 
 
 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An IEP or 504 team must select accommodations on the basis of the student’s individual needs and once documented on the IEP or 504 plan, be used on a consistent basis for instruction and assessment.



 IEP and 504 plan teams must appropriately 
and accurately document accommodations on a 
student’s IEP or 504 plan.  
 
 “Special Factors” 
 “Supplementary aids and services” 
 “Participation in Assessments” sections of the IEP    
 
 

IEP documentation of Accommodations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In a typical Individual Education Plan (IEP), there are three potential areas in which accommodations can be addressed:
Consideration of special factors (are there any assistive technology needs?)
Supplementary aids and services (aids and services to enable student access to education with non-disabled peers)
Participation in assessments (specific factors for each assessment type as to the accommodation type needed)




PLAAFP 

• Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance 

• Statements of Student’s Performance 
 Academic 
 Social/Behavior 
 Curriculum-Based 
 Strengths 
 Concerns or Challenges 
 Benchmarks or Objectives Mastered 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PLAAFP stands for Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance. It is typically the first component of an individual’s IEP. Members of the IEP team or subsequent teachers, use this area to review the student’s present levels of academic performance in each subject area. The data provides current and relevant feedback to address the students areas of strengths and weaknesses.

Statements of student performance may include academic information, teacher observation statements related to a student’s social ability or behavior characteristics. Data may reference grade level curriculum-based expectations, student strengths/interests, school personnel concerns, parent’s concerns, challenges for the student, and recognition of mastered objectives or benchmarks.



Documentation for PLAAFP 

 Present Levels of Academic Achievement and 
Functional Performance 

 Formal Assessments 
 Informal Assessments 
 Curriculum-Based Assessments 
 Behavioral Data 
 Observations 
 Parent Interviews 
 Student Interviews 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Information in the present levels of performance may come from a variety of sources to clarify the student’s present educational performance in each subject area. Data collected may include formal or informal assessments, in-class or district assessments, behavior observations, attendance habits, work completion efforts, effects of medication, relevant characteristics of the child’s disability, and interviews with the parent and student including future goals or concerns.



Step 3 (continued) 

 Students with disabilities should 
understand their disability and learn 
self-advocacy strategies for success 
in school and throughout life.  
 

 IEP and 504 plan teams should 
involve students in selecting, using, 
and evaluating accommodations 
used in instruction and assessment.  
 

Select accommodations for instruction and assessment 
for individual students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Step three considers the accommodations that are appropriate for students for instruction and assessment. Although an IEP team may work with a student with a disability on a regular basis, the best person who understands which accommodations work best for him or her are the students themselves. 

In order for students to advocate for themselves which accommodation is most appropriate they most have opportunities to interact with adults during an IEP or 504 meeting to practice their self-advocacy skills to ensure their own commitment to established goals, to ensure ownership and success in both life and in school.



Step 4 

 Best practices for using accommodations includes 
administering accommodations that are routinely used 
in instruction and during assessment. 

  
 Prior to testing, test administrators and monitors should 

know what accommodations each student will be using 
and how to administer them properly.  
 

Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s review. We had step 1, students must access grade level curriculum. Step 2, school personnel must understand available accommodations. Step 3, accommodations were selected. Now, we arrive at step 4 which is the administration of the accommodation in the students classroom instruction or assessment setting.

Guidelines listed on this slide include the recognition that accommodations must be routinely used in instruction and assessment.

Secondly, prior to testing, the school staff must have had appropriate communication as to which accommodations will offered to whom. An understanding of when, where, and which staff will be accountable to offer the accommodation must be apparent. 



Step 4 (continued) 

 School staff must adhere to the specific guidelines in 
the test administration manual so student scores are 
valid.  
 

 Accommodations for assessment must be included on 
the student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP). 
 

 Failure to adhere to administration procedures may 
constitute a breach in test security and will be 
reported and investigated according to state and 
local testing policies.  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The accommodation offered in an assessment setting must be delivered in accordance with Oklahoma testing protocol requirements and must match the information listed on the IEP. Prior to testing, plan ahead and double check and recheck your plan to see that the intended accommodations listed on the IEP and the accommodations planned to be offered on testing day align accordingly (including test type and selected accommodations).



Step 5 

 Collect data on the use and effectiveness 
of accommodations  

 Decision of accommodations is fluid 
 Continue 
 Discontinue 
 Change (at any time, not annually) 

 Awareness of accommodation options at 
the site/district level (acquire 
new/maintain old equipment) 
 
 
 

Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Listed on this slide is Step 5 which addresses the effectiveness of the accommodation(s). 

The responsibility of the IEP or 504 team is to continuously collect and analyze data to determine if students have what they need to be successful in their educational setting and if they have all the tools necessary to access the grade level curriculum. If not, what can the team do to ensure the student has what they need. Accommodations for students with disabilities must offer multiple opportunities to allow students with disabilities to have meaningful participation in classroom instruction and assessments.

Once accommodation decisions are made, it is not a static decision until the next IEP meeting, rather the decision is a fluid process with opportunities for reflection on the effectiveness or appropriateness of the accommodation. For example, if an accommodation is no longer needed it should be discontinued, if an accommodation needs improvement, the IEP team should respond accordingly based on the student’s needs.

Finally, as the IEP or 504 team evaluates and improves the use of accommodations provided to students, the staff needs to consider the available resources of accommodations (including assistive technology devices) at both the site and district level. Repairs to existing devices should be maintained on a regular basis and any new or relevant technology should be acquired to keep up with ever-changing technology. 




Activity: Apply what you’ve learned 

 The following materials are provided:  
 12” length of masking tape 
 5 post-its 
 10 large paper clips, 20 small paperclips 
 Scissors 
 Pencil, highlighter 
 

 Create an accommodation for a math assignment (next 
slide)  

 You choose the disability characteristics of the student 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before we leave today. I would like to challenge you to demonstrate what you know about accommodations with a short activity. In front of you will find the following materials. 
12” length masking tape
5 post-its
10 large paper clips
20 small paper clips 
scissors
pencil, highlighters

If you are watching this in a video format you can do this activity too. The materials are simple desk items. 




Create a Math Accommodation 

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A student in your class is struggling with the following math assignment. Using the materials provided, your own experience, and the information presented today, develop an accommodation for the student. The exact disability of the student is left open for you to decide. As you think of the accommodation, be creative. You can work alone, with a partner or with a group. We will share our creations in just a minute.

http://www.softschools.com/counting/worksheets/borrowsub1.pdf



Accommodations Manual 

1. Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade-level 
academic content standards 

2. Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment 

3. Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for 
individual students 

4. Administer accommodations for instruction and assessment 

5. Evaluate and improve use of accommodations 

The five-step process: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just to review, the Oklahoma Accommodations Manual addresses accommodations in a five-step process. Each of the 5 steps are listed on this slide.
One- Expect students with disabilities to achieve grade level academic standards.
Two- Learn about accommodations for instruction and assessment.
Three- Select accommodations for instruction and assessment for individual students.
Four- Administer accommodations.  
Five- Evaluate and if necessary improve the use of the chosen accommodation.



Resource: Fact Sheet 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fact sheet 1 includes a wide variety of example accommodations (for instruction or assessment) separated by tables based on the specific characteristics of each student. 




Resource: Fact Sheet 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fact sheet 2 is a document with guidance to consider when selecting accommodations. It is a list of Do’s and Don’ts to consider when using accommodations.




Resource: Fact Sheet 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Fact sheet 3 is reference to Oklahoma school law pertaining to the guidelines for administering specific accommodations




Resource: Teacher Tool 1 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 1 is a ready to use questionnaire for individuals of an IEP team or 504 planning committee to complete prior to the consideration of accommodation for a specific student.




Resource: Teacher Tool 2 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 2 is a document for the student to complete based on background information from his/her perspective to give to the IEP team or 504 planning committee prior to the consideration of accommodations.




Resource: Teacher Tool 3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 3 is a ready to use document to clarify which accommodations are offered to a student, date accommodation was arranged and the person responsible. The document can be used to communicate assessment accommodations for specific students across school personnel.




Resource: Teacher Tool 4 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 4 is an assessment accommodation sheet the student carries on test day to ensure accommodations documented on the IEP are offered on test day, to teach student responsibility and self-advocacy skills and to help the student or other staff understand a designated contact person to ensure he/she has the necessary accommodations.




Resource: Teacher Tool 5 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 5 is a ready to use checklist for school personnel to ensure accommodations chosen and listed on the IEP are followed.




Resource: Teacher Tool 6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Teacher Tool 6 is a list of components a students could include if he/she were to complete an accommodations journal to practice self-advocacy skills.




Objectives Today 

 How to: 
 Select, administer, and evaluate 

accommodations; 
 

 Use accommodations resources; 
 Oklahoma Accommodations Manual 
 Oklahoma Accommodations Synopsis 
 Testing Accommodations for Students with an IEP 

or 504. 
 
 Improve documentation of accommodations in 

Individualized Education Plans (IEPs). 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are several objectives we discussed today. Hopefully following this presentation you feel more prepared with the tools to select, administer, and evaluate the different types of accommodations. 

You have an awareness of the three different Accommodation resources specific to Oklahoma.
1. Accommodations Manual: http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/OK%20Accommodations%20Manual.pdf
2. Accommodations Synopsis: http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/Accommodations%20Synopsis_0.pdf
3. Testing Accommodations: http://ok.gov/sde/documents/2013-11-22/special-education-accommodations-state-assessments

Finally, we addressed where accommodations are documented on a student’s Individualized Education Plan including additional resources for staff, such as several ready to use documents included in the Teacher Tool Section of the Oklahoma Accommodations manual.



Questions/Comments 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I will pause a moment to ask you if you have any questions or comments over the information that was presented today.

-Pause-

Let me conclude today’s presentation by thanking you for your time today, your commitment to help Oklahoma students and to have had the opportunity to empower you with the tools to ensure students have access to grade level curriculum through the use of appropriate accommodations. 



Contact Information 

Angela Kwok 
Special Education Specialist 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 
(405) 522-5036 

Angela.Kwok@sde.ok.gov 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final slide includes my contact information. Should you have any questions or concerns as you are working on accommodations with your students please do not hesitate to contact our office. Our agency strives to offer you the support you need as you work with students with special needs. 

Thank you for all you do. Your hard work is certainly appreciated. Again, thank you for your time and your participation today. Have a great rest of your day!
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