RYAN WALTERS
STATE SUPERINTENDENT of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM
TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education
FROM: Ryan Walters
DATE: May 23, 2024

SUBJECT: Length of school year - School for less than full year — Extended-day schedule
Closure for inclement weather.

The following schools are requesting a statutory waiver of 70 Q.S. 1-109. A school district may
maintain school for less than a full school year only when conditions beyond the control of
school authorities make the maintenance of the term impossible and the State Board of Education
has been apprised and has expressed concurrence in writing.

County District

Osage Barnsdall

* The number in the County category represents the Congressional District.
See the attached map.
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2500 NORTH LINCOLN BOULEVARD, ORLAHOMA CITY, 0K 73105-4599
PHONE: (405) 521-4885 ¢ SDE.CK.GOV * RYAN.WALTERS @SDE.OK.GOV
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Barnsdall Public Schools

Dr. Sayra Bryant, Superintendent
P. O. Box 629
Barnsdall, Oklahoma 74002
918-847-2271 ext. 102
918-847-3029 Fax

Rene Burns Leasa Marshall
Middle and High School Principal Elementary Principal
918-847-2721 918-847-2731

918-847-3029 Fax 918-847-3125 Fax

May 14, 2024

Ryan Walters

State Superintendent of Public Instruction
Oklahoma Department of Education

2500 North Lincoln Blvd

Oklahoma City, OK 7315-4599

Dear Superintendent Walters:

Barnsdall Public Schools faced the difficult decision to end the 2023-2024 school year early after
the City of Barnsdall issued a Disaster Emergency Declaration in response to an EF4 tornado that
ripped through town on the evening of May 6, 2024.

At 10 pm on May 6, 2024 just moments after the tornado struck, the high school gymnasium
became a staging area for all emergency response teams. Several school staff members in
conjunction with numerous volunteers began recovery and relocation efforts for citizens in our
community. By Wednesday, May 8, emergency management teams were able to determine that
181 homes had been damaged or destroyed. As a result, the school campus, which is the largest
area in the community, became central command for all emergency operations.

There were seven days remaining in our school calendar to meet the 165 day requirement. We
consulted with Doyle Edwatds, our Regional Accreditation Officer, regarding the applicable law
and accreditation standards for emergency situations such as these, Oklahoma law includes a
provision for addressing these circumstances when it states that, “A school district may maintain
school for less than a full school year only when conditions beyond the control of school



authorities ake the maintenance of the term impossible and the State Board of Education has
been apprised and has expressed concurrence in writing.” ( 70 O.S8.)

In addition, the applicable language in the accreditation standards reads as follows:

@) If, because of emergency situations, school has been missed more than fifteen (15) days,
the State Board of Education will consider forgiving a portion of those days or in rare
instances all days missed, on a case-by-case basis, exceptions to the fifteen (15) day
minimum will be made at the recommendation of the state superintendent and
forgiveness will be considered by the State Board of Education on a case-by-case basis.

Barnsdall Public Schools requests your recommendation fo the State Board of Education that the
165 day requirement be waived in response to this emergency situation so the district may
receive its full state allocation for the 2023-2024 school year. Please advise us as to any
additiona] information that is needed or steps that should be taken.

We truly appreciate your consideration.

Sincerely,

Sayra Bryant, Ed. D,
Superintendent



DISASTER EMERGENCY PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, on May 6t tornado and severe storms occurred within the City of Barnsdall
in Osage County, Oklahoma, wide spread damage to public roadways, infrastructure,
public and private properties, public safety, loss of life and injury; and

WHEREAS, immediate attention is required to protect public roadway and

infrastrueture from further damages and insure public safety and render emergency
relief; and

WHEREAS, 1 JOHNNY KELLEY, Mayor of the City of Barnsdall in Osage County
Oklahoma, do find that the aforementioned conditions constitute a threat to the safety
and welfare to the City of Barnsdall and create an emergency disaster situation within
the meaning of Section 683.3 Oklahoma Emergency Management Act of 2003, as
amended;

NOW THEREFORE, I JOHNNY KELLEY Mayor of the City of Barnsdall, Osage County
do hereby declare City of Barnsdall, Osage County, Oklahoma to be a disaster area,
entitled to aid, relief and assistance and do hereby direct the implementation of the
County Emergency Operation Plan.

IN THE WITNESS WHEREOF, 1 have here unto set my hand and seal to this
instrument on this 8th day of May in the year of our Lord, two thousand twenty four in
the City of Barnsdall, Osage County, Oklahoma.

THIS PROCLAMATION SHALL EXPIRE AFTER 30 DAYS, UNLESS OTHERWISE

EXTENDED BY THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF BARNSDALL, OSAGE COUNTY,
OKLAHOMA. '
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 May7,2024
. OKLAHOMA SECRETARY
) Kevm Sttt - . T _OF STATE :
Ofﬁce ofthe (Jovemor S
- State of Oklahoma R
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
' SECOND AMENDED '

EXECUTIVE ORDER 2024- 07

L 1 J Kevm Strtt Governo: of the State of Oklahoma pulsuant fo the powe1 vested in me by Section 2:
oFArttcle Vl ofthe Oklahoma Constttutron, heleby dee!are the followrng . o -

' l Seve1e stotms, tomadoes st1a1ght~lme wmds hall and floodtng begmnmg Thursday Apl d 25 and
R .conttnumg have caused damage to public and private properties within the State of Oklahoma and
- said damages have caused an undue hardshlp on the cttlzens of thiS State ' S :

20 It may be necessaly to pl ovrde for the rendenng of mutual assrstance among the State and polrt:cal ‘
R .subdmsrons of the State with' respect to carrying out drsastet emergency functions durlng the E
. continuance of the:State’ emergency punsuant to the provrsmns of the Oklahoma Emet gency A
R Management Act oF2003 e AR R . S

" 3, Thele s hereby deelaled a drsaster emergency eaUSed by the severe stolms tornadoes strarght ltne .
LT ‘winds; hail, and flooding in the State of Oklahoma that threatens the lives and property of the’ people
o 'of tlus State and the pubhes peace, health and satety The counttes mcluded in-this decl'\ratron are:

. Blame Carter Cleveland Comanche Cotton C:arg, Custer Garf’ eld, Hughes Johnston Kay,
R _‘;l{mgﬁsher Lincoln, Love ‘MeClain, Murray, Okfuskee, Oklahoma Okmulgee; Osage, Ottawa
._Payne, Plttsbtug, Pontotoc, Pottawatomae, Trllman Wagonet Washmgton and Washrta B

4, .The State Emergency Operatlons Plan has been actlvated and resources of all State depar’tments and R
o 'agenotes available to meet this emer geney are hereby commrtted to the reasonable extent: hecessaty
" to'protect lives and to pxevent minimize, and repair injury and damage, These efforts shall be S
0 coordinated by the Director of'the Depaatment of Emergency Management with comparahle
i -functrons of the federal govexnment and polmcal subdmstons of the State

. :"__Based on the foregosng, pursuant to the power vested in me by Sectrons l and 2 of Artrcle Vl of the
el Oklahoma Constitution and 63-O. S. §5683.1er seq., and pursuant to 49.C.F.R. Part 390 23 I heteby deolare '. :
L '-':;that there isa State of Elmergency contmurng in the State ot Oklahoma o

Due to 1mpacts ﬁom sevére stor ms,. tornadoes, strarght lme w1nds hatl and ﬂoodmg beglnnmg Aprd 25
2024, including extensive damage to pawer lines and mflastructme it is necessary to assist-and expedlte al]

_' efforts of relief. In order to-accommodate this need-and to- provrde assxstance to the residetits of the State of
Oklahoma in this. extlaordmary situation,. 1 hereby order the. temp01a1y suspensron ofthe followmg in all 50 5
3.,states as they apply to vehrcles in the support efforts TR SR : SE :

_l_'._.. The 1equnements f01 size and werghts permrts of over31zed vehrcles under Tlt!e 47 oFthe SRR 5
_ ‘Oklahoma Statutes. whose sole purpose 1s ttanspo:tatlon Ofmatertals and supplres used for S g S
: emergenoy rehef and power testoratlon e S R s R N



2. The cost and fees of overweight permits required of carriers whose purpose is the transportation
of materials and supplies used for emergency relief and power restoration, which require an
overweight permit under Title 47 of Oklahoma statutes;

3. The requirements under Parts 390 through 399 pursuant to part 390.23 of Title 49 of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration Regulations;

4. The requirements for licensing/operating authority as required by the Oklahoma Corporation
Commission; and

5. The requirements for licensing/registration authority as required by the Oklahoma Tax
Commission,

Nothing contained in this declaration shall be construed as an exemption from the Controlled Substance and
Alcohol Use and Testing requirements (49 C.F.R. Part 382), the Commercial Driver License requirements
(49 C.F.R, Part 383), the Financial Responsibility requirements (49 C.F.R. Part 387), or any other portion of
the regulations not specifically identified herein. Motor carriers that have an Out-Of-Service Order in effect
cannot take advantage of the relief from regulation that this declaration provides.

This Executive Order shall be effective for thirty (30) days.

Copies of this Executive Order shall be distributed to the Director of Emergency Management, Oklahoma
Corporation Commission, Oklahoma Department of Transportation, Oktahoma Tax Commission, Oklahoma
Adjutant General's Office, Office of Management and Enterprise Services, and the Oklahoma Department of
Public Safety, who shall cause the provisions of this Order to be implemented by all appropriate agencies of
State government.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the State of Oklahoma to be
affixed at Oklahoma City, this 7th day of May.,

BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF OKLAHOMA

£ St

J.KEVIN STITT

ATTEST:

:W\o ock.'-oft, SECsz’rARY OF STATE

STATE CAPITOL BUILDING « 2300N, LINCOLN BOULEVARD, SUITE212 « OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73105+ (405) 521-2342 - (405} 521-3353
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