RyAN WALTERS
STATE SUPERINTENDENT of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM
TO: The Honorable Members of the State Board of Education
FROM: Ryan Walters
DATE: February 22, 2024
SUBJECT: Statutory Waiver Concerning Cooperative Agreements for Alternative Education
‘The following schools are requesting a statutory waiver of 70 O.S. 1210.568, which requires them
to enter into a cooperative agreement with another schoot district if enrollment in their alternative

education program is less than ten (10) students for the 2023-2024 school year. Approval is
recommended.

County District Waiver Year (Total)

3 Years

Okmulgee Wilson 30f3

* The number in the County category represents the Congressional District.
See the attached map.
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Section 215. Alternative Education Programs - Statewide System.

Al Beginning with the first semester of the 1996-1997 school year, the State Board of Education shall
implement a statewide system of alternative education programs which shall be phased-in within seven (7) years.
The statewide system shall inciude but not be limited to Alternative Approaches grant programs, finded pursuant to
Section 1210.561 of this title, and alternative academies or alternative programs implemented pursuant to this
section.

B. Beginning with the first semester of the 2002-2003 school yeaz, all school districts of this state shall provide
slternative education programs that conform to the requirements of statutes and rules applicadle to alternative
education, A program shall:

1. Allow class sizes znd student/teacher ratios which are conducive ic effective learning for at-risk students,
Incorporate appropriate structure, cwriculum, and interaction and reinforcement strategics designed to
provide effsctive instruction; )

3, Tnclude an intake and scresning process to determine eligibility of students;

4. Demonstrate that teaching faculty are appropriately licensed or certified teachers;

5. Demonstrate that teaching faculty have been selected on the basis of a record of successiul worlk with at-
risk students or personal and educational factors that qualify them for work with at-risk students;

6. Reflect appropriate collaborative efforts with state agencies and local agencies serving youth;

7. Provide courses that meet the academic curricula standards adopted by the State Board of Education and
additional remedial courses;

8. Offer individualized instruction;

. State clear and measurable program goals and objectives;

10. Include counseling and social services components with the provision that providers of services are not
required to be certified as school counselors,

11. Require a plan leading to graduation be developed for each student in the program which will allow the
student to participate in graduation exercises for the school district after meeting the requirements of the
school district as specified in the individual graduation plan for that student; provided, for students whe
entet the ninth grade in or prior to the 2007-08 school year, the plan shall specifically address whether the
student is required to meet the graduation requirements established in Section 11-103.6 of this title;

12. Offer life sidlls instruction;

13. Provide opportunities for arts education to students, incleding Autists in Residence programs coordinated
with the Oklshoma Arts Council;

14. Provide a proposed armual budpet;

15. Include an evaiuation component including an annual written seif-evaluation;

16. Be appropriately designed to serve middle school, junior high school and secondary school students in
grades six through twelve who are most at risk of not completing a high school education for a reason other
than that identified m Section 13-101 of this title; and

17. Allow stadents in the aliernative sducation program, who otherwise meet all of the participation
requirements, to participate in vocational programs and extracurricular activities, including but not limited
to athletics, band, and clubs,

C. The alternative education program of a school district shall be cperational and serving students by
September 15 of sach school year.

D. Bach alternative education program of a schoo! district shall receive funding based on the combined number
of dropouts and students within the district who have been refemed to a county juvenile service wmit, a county
juvenile bureau or who have been committed fo the custody of the Office of Juvenile Affaivs. Each alternative
education program shall receive mcentive funding as follows:

1. For the first year of operation, One Thousand Dollars (§1,000.00) per student;



2. For the second year of operation, Seven Hundred Fifty Dollars ($750.00) per student; and
3. For the third year of operation and each year thereafter, Seven Hundred Dollats ($700.00) per student.

Statewide alternative education funding shall not be used to supplant existing school district rescurces or to
support programs that do not meet all the criteria for the statewide alternative education system. No alternative
education program shall receive less than a total of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) per school year,

E. By September 15 of each school year, all statewide aliernative education finds received and expended for
students participating in an alternative education program shall be reported to the State Department of Education by
major object codes and by program classifications pursuant to the Oklahoma Cost Accounting System as adopted by
the State Board of Education pursuant to Section 5-135 of this title.

F. Elementary school districts, as defined in Section 5-103 of this title, may request a waiver from the State
Board of Education from the requirements of this section to impiement and provide an alternative education
program, Any elementary school district that has not received funding pursnant to the provisions of subsection I of
this section shall be automatically granted a waiver, If a school district is granted a waiver, no statewide alternative
education finding shall be allocated to the district,

G. 1, The State Board of Education shall contract for technical assistance for operation of an Alternative
Education Technical Assistance Center. The technical assistance provider shall be an entity located in Oklahoma
that has been officially recognized by the United States Department of Education fo assess and facilitate
dissemination of validated educational programs in Oklahoma. The technical assistancs provider skall have priority,
if its operations are deemed satisfactory by the State Board of Education and if funds are available, for anmual
renewal of the confract.

2. The duties of the technical assistance provider shal} include, but shall not be limited to:

a, providing initial and ongoing training of persommel who will educate at-risk pepulations through
alternative education programs,

b.  providing technical assistance to school districts to enhance the probability of success of their
alternative education programs,

¢.  evaluating state-funded alternative education programs,

d. reporting to the State Board of Education the evaluation results of state-funded alternative
education programs, and

e. providing in-depth program enalysis and evaluation of state-funded alternative education
programs.

3, The State Board of Education shall not provide funding to an alternative education program that does
Aot receive a recomnmendation for contihued funding in the eveluation provided for in this subsection.
Provided, any school district not receiving such a recommendation for continued funding may request a
hearing before the Board with a review of the evaluation prior to the Board’s final determination,

H All alternative education programs shall be subject to statutes and yules applicable to alternative education,
including any exemptions from statutory or regulatory requirements authorized by statutes or rule.

1. An alternative education program may be offered by an individual schoo!l district or may be offered joinily
by school districts that have formed interlocal cooperative agreements pursuant to Section 5-117b of this title. Any
school district submitting & plan for an altsmative education propram serving fewer than ten students shall enter into
a cooperative agreement with another school disirict to jointly provide the program unless the program has been
eranted a waiver from this requirement by the State Board of Educatjon.




T. Any materials or equipment purchased by a school district with revenue received for students participating
in an alternative education program shall be used only in or directly for the alternative education program offered by
the district or any subsequent alternative education program offered to students enrolled in that district. Such
materials and equipment shall be made available exclusively to alternative education students during the hours that
the alternative education program is operating; provided, the material or equipment may be used for other purposes
when the alternative education program is not operating.

K. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in subssction M of this section and contingent upon
the provision of appropriated funds designated for such purpose, all school districts in the state providing alternative
education programs as required in subsection B of this section shall expand the programs to include middle-school-
grade students, The program shall conform to the requirements of subsection B of this section.

L. Upon implementation of this subsection as provided for in subsection M of this section and contingent upon
the provision of eppropriated funds designated for such purpose, each urban school district identified by the State
Department of Education as having a high population of elementary grade students who are at-risk and in need of
altemative educaiion shall provide elementary level alternative education programs. The State Department of
Fducation shall establish requirements for the programs. For purposes of this section, “urban school disfrict” means
a school district with an average daily membership of thirty thousand (30,000) or more.

M. Implementation of subsections K and L of this section shall be delayed until the current expenditure per
pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and secondary schools in unadjusted dollars for the 1998-99
school year or any school year thereafter for Oklahoma, as reported by the National Center for Education Siatistics
annually in the Digest of Education Statistics, reaches at least ninety percent (90%) of the regional average
expenditure for that same vyear, and funds are provided. For purposes of this subsection, the regional average
expenditure shall consist of the current expenditure per pupil in average daily attendance in public elementary and
secondary schocls in umadjusted doilars for each of the following states: Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas, Missouri,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas, averaged together, By Tanuary 1 of each year, the State Board of Education
shall report whether or not the ninety-percent expenditure level has been reached based on information reported
annua}ly in the Digest of Bducation Statistics by the National Center for Education Statistics., Subsections X and L
of this section shall be implemented on July 1 after the first January 1 report verifies that the ninety-percent
expenditure level has been reached and funds have been provided for the specific purposes of this section.
(70-1210.568)
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SCHOOL SITE STATUTORY WAIVER/DEREGULATION APPLICATION
for 20 23 -20_24 school year

Okmulgee 56 Wilson 1-007

COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

8867 Chestnut Rd Henryetta 74437
SCHOOL DISTRICT MAILING ADDRESS CITY ZIP CODE

Wilson Alternative Education Program

NAME OF SITE ]
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PRINCIPAL SIGNATURE™ DATE
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SUPERINTENDENT NAME {PLEASE PRINT) *Please see anstructlon page for addmonal :

reqmrements for a three year request
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| hereby certify that this waiver/deregulation application was approved by our
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*Original signatures are required. The attached questionnaire must be answered to process.**




A. Reason for the Waiver request, Please include distance from your alternative education site to
the closest possible district to coop with, what alternative means will have to be employed if
your waiver was to be denied, and what percentage of your student population will benefit from
the waiver if approved,

Wilson Public Schools is requesting the Waiver for Co-op, OAC 210,35-29-2,
The Alternative Ed Program will have fewer that 10 students. At this point in the
program therer are no students enrolled in the Alternative Ed Program.

B. List alternate strategies/plans which the district/site proposes, and how this plan will best serve
the students of your district, i.e., a description of the educational benefits to the students,
graduation rate if a waiver has been awarded prior to this year, and learning achievement.
The Alternative Education Progam will work with the needs of the students to
accomodate their perosonal situations. However, the program will opperate
Monday through Thursday, for approximately 5 to 6 hours per day. We will work
on credit recovery as well as personal and behavioral situations.

C. Have you participated in an alternative education coop previously? Have you been awarded this
waiver before and what was the educational impact to the district; Results of the Statutory
Waiver, i.e., effect on student performance levels, impact of plan on other sites in the district.
There will be no educational impact on the district. We currently have no
students in the program. Received no funds for this year. And do not anticipate
serving any students in this capacity this year.



D. Timeline: Please submit class schedule, calendars, assessment forms and other attachments as
necessary.

Attached is a school calendar, The Alternative Education Program will follow the
same calendar as the high school.

E. Any financial impact to the District {positive or negative} for the proposed waiver/deregulation?
if positive please describe where the available would be reallocated.

Wilson district will be able to use alternative education funds to meet individual
needs of our students. Students will be more personally served by this approach
and able to adapt a program to fit idivdual needs. Funds would be used to
purchase software or posssibly Chremebooks to help reach students virtually.
Teachers would also be paid 5% above the step for thelr time with Alterpative
Education students.

F.  Describe method of assessment or evaluation of effectiveness of the plan both for staff and
students, L.E., TLE, ACT scores, graduation rates, RSA, School Report Card, etc.
Students will be evaluated through the use of E20/20, Edmentum, Study Island,
and standardized achievment test. This will provide weekly, monthly, and yearly
and measures of student progress. The Wilson Graduation Rate will drop
considerably due to the Pandemic situation; however, we do expect to make
adjustments to address these situationas as they arise. Although we have an
increasing number of students on our RSA list we are currently implementing
strategies to address these deficiencies.

*¥ You will be contacted if more information is needed to process this request.



WILSON SCHOOL DIST 17

“Educating the Future™

8867 Chestnut Road Henryetta, Olclahoma 74437
Phone: (918) 652-3374 www. wostizers. k12.ok.us Fax: (918)652-8140

To Whom It May Concern:

Wilson Public Schools is requesting a waiver 70 0.5.§1210.568 -COOP Agreement for fewer than 10
students. We are making this request due to the fact that we have fewer than 10 students that used
the Alternative School Program this year. In fact, we have had no students enrolled in the program this
year nor did we receive funds for this program. Thank your for your consideration in this matter,

Sincerely,

AN T

Andrea M. James e



