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Dr. Cathleen Skinner 

Director of World Languages 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

2500 North Lincoln Boulevard, Suite 316 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 

January 27, 2022 

  

Dr. Skinner, 

The Board of Directors of Alliance Française d'Oklahoma City is pleased to endorse the proposed 

Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. 

Learning a new language provides children many cognitive and social benefits that will last a lifetime.  

These cognitive benefits have a direct impact on a child’s academic achievement including improved 

reading, writing, and math skills, and generally higher scores on standardized tests. 

Older student’s world language skills will improve chances for college admission and scholarships, boost 

career prospects in an already competitive job market and give an advantage to those interested in military 

and government positions. 

Learning another language not only, broadens a student’s perspective, improves the student’s 

understanding of their own native language, but also introduces children to a world outside of Oklahoma 

in ways they might otherwise have never experienced. 

The Board enthusiastically supports the proposed plan for high standards of learning of world languages 

in Oklahoma’s educational system. 

 

With Sincere Thanks, 

Board of Directors, 

Alliance Française d'Oklahoma City 

Daniel Guilbault, President 

Barbara Thompson, Vice President 

Jerome Houizot, Treasurer 

Mary Cox, Secretary 

Grant Moak, Consul Honoraire 

Kirk Broussard, Director of Membership 

Sheryl Guilbault, Director of Communications 

Peggy Whittington, Director of Education 

Diane Gbone, Education Registrar 

Cyndy Shaw, Eleanor Kirkpatrick  

    Franco-American Fellows Chair 

Anne Chamberlain, Director of     

    Outstanding Students Program 

Ginny Harrison, Director at Large 

 



 
 
January 28, 2022 
Oklahoma State Board of Education 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73105 
 
Honorable Members of the Oklahoma State Board of Education: 
 
As a faculty and on behalf of Langston University School of Business comprising of 
both undergraduate and graduate schools, I am pleased to support the adoption of 
the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages Other Than English. The 
content of the standards is thorough, exhaustive, and accurate. It requires for 
students to engage in critical analysis, creativity, innovation, and synthesis, which is 
at par with activities of recognized colleges and universities.    
 
Langston University is confident that the application of these standards would 
enable students to be well prepared for workplace competency and higher learning.  
Proficiency in communication skills is highly encouraged across all schools and 
departments. 
 
The faculty and students in the school of Business at Langston University are 
engaged with a number of international activities, which includes teaching, 
research, travel abroad programs, and exchange programs. The Academic Standards 
for World Languages Other Than English would, therefore, support the fact that we 
are providing quality instruction and learning of high standards, both at home and 
abroad, across different cross-border cultures and languages, at Langston University 
School of Business. 
 
We shall continue to improve our standards along the guidelines of the Oklahoma 
Academic Standards for World Languages Other Than English.  
 
Thank you for giving Langston University School of Business the opportunity to 
review the standards document. We appreciate the process of involving our 
community in the development of standards, through a wide-reaching review 
process. 
 
Sincerely, 
CJMambula I 
 
Charles J. Mambula, I 
Assoc. Professor of Business & Entrepreneurship, 
School of Business at Langston University. 
 



Oklahoma Chinese Teachers’ Association

Oklahoma State Department of Education
Oliver Hodge Building,
2500 N Lincoln Blvd,
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear honorable members of the Oklahoma State Department of Education,

The Oklahoma Chinese Teachers’ Association (OKCLTA) is writing to support Oklahoma
Academic Standards for World Languages.The OKCLTA aims to enhance the quality of the
Chinese language teaching at all education levels, to conduct professional development for
Chinese teachers in both language teaching and cultural awareness, and to provide a base
for common pedagogical improvement and individual career development.  The newly
revised Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages provides a thorough and clear
guideline for all the Chinese learners to achieve high levels of proficiency in the Chinese
language and culture. And these standards are notably in alignment with the mission of
OKCLTA. OKCLTA will continuously  conduct profound and inspiring professional
development activities to prepare Chinese educators to assist the Chinese learners to meet
these expectations.

OKCLTA highly admires and fully supports the efforts of the writing and reviewing team of
Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. We sincerely hope that these
standards will be adopted at the earliest opportunity.

Sincerely,

Dr. Xinying Edens
President

Dongmei Tsay
Vice President

Oklahoma Chinese Teachers’ Association



Office of the Dean, College of Liberal Arts 
100 N. University Dr., Box 182, Edmond, OK  73034-5209  (405) 974-5540  www.uco.edu/cla 

 
 

 
Monday, January 24, 2022 
 
 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 
Oliver Hodge Building 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  73105 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
I write to express my strong support for the new Oklahoma Academic Standards for 
World Languages.   
 
These standards, developed by the Office of World Languages in consultation with 
language teachers across the state, provide an exceptionally lucid and impressively 
comprehensive framework for transformative teaching and learning, consistent with best 
practices in the field of language acquisition and pedagogy, in world languages. 
 
Facility in more than one language is essential for both high school and college 
graduates in the twenty-first century as they enter a rapidly changing global workforce 
and assume leadership roles in an increasingly diverse and multilingual society.   
 
The work that students do in the area of world languages at the intermediate and 
secondary levels provides an essential foundation for the work that they will do in 
college-level world language classes, and these standards will ensure students’ 
readiness to excel in their study of world languages at colleges and universities across 
the state. 
 
The new Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages will help both common 
and higher education to achieve their shared goal of educating creative and 
collaborative, adaptable and engaged critical thinkers who are receptive to new ideas, 
who celebrate diversity, and who lead fulfilling lives. 
 
Yours, truly, 

 
J. David Macey, Ph.D. 
Interim Dean and Professor of English 
College of Liberal Arts 





 

P.O. BOX 54384 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73154 

PHONE: 405-627-0611 

Grant Moak 

Honorary Consul of France for Oklahoma 
 

February 4, 2021 

Superintendent Joy Hofmeister 

State Superintendent of Education 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 

Oliver Hodge Building 

2500 N. Lincoln Blvd 

Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

 
Dear Superintendent Hofmeister, 
 
I am writing in support of the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages.  Learning a 
second language is an incredibly important part of a student’s education.  Studying a foreign 
language not only opens students’ horizons, but also helps students understand their own native 
language better. 
 
Learning another language provides students with a new way of interacting with others and a 
new way of understanding the world.  A student does not learn a French, Spanish or German 
version of English.  Instead, a student acquires a new prism through which the student 
experiences the world.  As the logician Ludwig Wittgenstein observed, a language is a way of life.   
 
Learning another language and experiencing life through another culture is not only an act of 
discovery, but also an act of self-discovery.  By learning another culture through its language, 
one discovers aspects of one’s own cultural and national identity that one would never have 
otherwise known.   
 
Learning another language also improves a student’s skills in the student’s native language.  
Learning a second language allows one to view language at arm’s length and see its structure.  
We all speak our native language without giving it a second thought.  However, learning another 
language forces us to see how language is structured.  I didn’t really learn grammar until I 
studied French.  I was then able to revisit my grammar lessons in English with a new 
understanding of the subject matter.  Learning French actually improved my English! 
 
I wholeheartedly endorse the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages and 
encourage their approval. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Grant Moak 
Honorary Consul of France 



  
  
  
 
 
 
28 January 2022 
 
State Superintendent Joy Hofmeister 
State Department of Education 
Oliver Hodge Building 
2500 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 
 
Dear Superintendent Hofmeister: 
 
I am delighted to be counted among those who are able to write in support of the proposed 
Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. 
 
While I am unable to judge how well each can be used in measuring teacher effectiveness, I am 
certain that, as a guiding principle, these will be of great benefit for Oklahoma foreign language 
students at the K–12 levels. These Standards will help to ensure that our students are prepared 
for 1) working toward the Seal of Biliteracy, 2) engaging with their peers internationally in the 
target language, and 3) continuing their study of foreign languages at the university level. 
Overall, these Standards will position our students to learn and use foreign languages actively 
now and in their futures, as they enter a global workforce. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Jonathan Z. Ludwig 
Teaching Associate Professor of Russian 
Vice Chair, Less Commonly Taught Language Special Interest Group, ACTFL 



                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

 

247 Willard Hall 
Stillwater, OK 74078 

405.744.8022 
  

 
 
January 28th, 2022 
 
 
 
Superintendent Joy Hofmeister 
Oklahoma State Department of Education 
Oliver Hodge Building 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
Dear Oklahoma State Board of Education, 

I am writing this letter in support of the proposed Oklahoma State Standards for World 
Languages. I currently serve as the president for the Oklahoma Foreign Language Teachers’ 
Association and an associate professor of foreign language education at Oklahoma State 
University.  

As an active participant in the field of world languages and a colleague in touch with many 
teachers and university faculty throughout the state, I respect and appreciate the efforts made to 
incorporate multiple perspectives as the working group developed the new standards. In 
particular, the emphasis on developing students’ global competence, a much-needed skill in our 
ever-increasing globalized society, through language learning is admirable. Also, the alignment 
of communication modes with proficiency levels, combined with concrete goals and objectives, 
allows teachers, students, and other stakeholders to understand the observable behaviors that we 
expect from students, while also encouraging students to consider their language use and how it 
may transfer to the real world. These standards are well written and poised to aid in developing 
globally competent and lifelong language learners.  

In summary, I am happy to recommend that these proposed standards be accepted. If I can 
provide additional information, please feel free to contact me.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joe Terantino, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Foreign Language Education 
President, Oklahoma Foreign Language Teachers’ Association 
joe.terantino@okstate.edu 
 





 900 N. Stiles Avenue  
Oklahoma City, OK 73104, USA  

405-815-5251 | Toll Free 800-588-5959 
OKCOMMERCE.GOV  

Oklahoma Department of Commerce 

January 27, 2022 

 

Superintendent Joy Hofmeister 
State Superintendent of Education 
Oklahoma State Board of Education 
Oliver Hodge Education Building 
2500 North Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
 
 
Dear Superintendent Hofmeister and Members of the Oklahoma State Board of Education,  
 
I am writing this letter in support of the new Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. At the 
Department of Commerce, our mission is to strengthen and diversify the Oklahoma economy to ensure a 
prosperous future for our citizens. Growing Foreign Direct Investment and International Trade is an important 
part of my strategic plan to do so. I believe it is important to increase commerce not only inside the United 
States but with our Global partners as well to ensure that our goals are accomplished.  
 
In order for us to be successful in these efforts, it is essential that we are able to show companies that they will 
find a talent pipeline that can support and grow their operations. I believe if we aim to create a more global 
Oklahoma, it is important that we prepare our workforce for that future. By setting standards for world 
languages, we are creating a foundation for a multilingual and globally conscious workforce that will be better 
equipped to meet the needs of international businesses in Oklahoma.  
 
I look forward to seeing the implementation of these new Oklahoma Academic Standards for World 
Languages, as I firmly believe it will result in strengthening students’ ability to succeed both in the classroom 
and in their careers.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Brent Kisling 
Executive Director 
Oklahoma Department of Commerce 
 
 



Mustang Public Schools

February 1, 2022

Superintendent Joy Hofmeister
Oklahoma State Board of Education
2500 N. Lincoln Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73105

Dear Superintendent Hofmeister and Honorable Board Members,

Please accept this letter of support by Mustang Public Schools for the newly revised
Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. These standards are a strong
set of guiding principles that will help districts across Oklahoma build robust world
language programs.

This final draft of the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Language provides
research-based, rigorous, vertically aligned standards to allow for in-depth learning
by students across all grade levels. These world language standards exceed in their
goal of ensuring high levels of proficiency for students in a second language and
culture that are required to communicate with speakers/signers of the target
language(s) and promote mutual respect and understanding across cultures.

The vast number of educators and world language specialists involved in the
drafting and revision process is to be commended as well as the countless hours
spent to arrive at this set of standards. We know world language programs are a vital
part of public education because learning languages provides connections to other
bodies of knowledge unavailable to monolingual English speakers. In addition,
students develop greater insight into their language and culture and realize that
multiple ways of viewing the world exist.

Respectfully,

Dr. Robbyn Glinsmann
Director of Secondary Curriculum & Instruction
Mustang Public Schools



Janet Gorton
Director, English Learner Programs
and World Languages

Norman Public Schools
131 South Flood Avenue
Norman, Oklahoma 73069
janetg@norman.k12.ok.us

January 22, 2022

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to write a letter of support for the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World
Languages, revised by Oklahoma World Language teachers and developed for Oklahoma students. I
believe these standards provide a roadmap for teachers to move students towards a high level of
language proficiency and create understanding of what it means to be a global citizen.

The continuum for language learning is clear and maintains the focus on the 5 C’s as outlined in
the World-Readiness Standards for Learning Languages developed by the American Council for the
Teaching of Foreign Languages  The 5 C’s of Communication, Cultures, Connections, Comparisons, and
Communities are holistic and promote the application of language learning beyond the instructional
setting.  The focus on language use in context supports the end goal of language learning for functional
purposes rather than discrete knowledge, i.e. what students can do WITH the language rather than what
they KNOW ABOUT the language.

The special notes regarding Classical and Native American languages are beneficial and
acknowledge the unique nature of the teaching and learning of those languages. Appendix C: Oral
Proficiency Levels in the Work World serves as a meaningful reference to the application of language
proficiency in occupations and careers.

In adopting the Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages both teachers and
students will benefit with strong target goals and long-term outcomes. Students will be well-prepared to
be global citizens as they move forward on their future pathways.

Sincerely,

Janet Gorton

Mission: To prepare and inspire all students to achieve their full potential
Values: Integrity | Inclusiveness | Collaboration | Optimism



 

 
Governor’s International Team Executive Director 

Jared Scism | (918) 269-7662 | info@okgit.com 
www.OKGIT.com 

Oklahoma Governor’s International Team 
PO Box 1836 

Oklahoma City, OK 73101 
 

 

 
 
26 January 2022 

Oklahoma State Department of Education 
Oliver Hodge Building 
2500 N. Lincoln Boulevard 
Oklahoma City, OK  73105 

 

Gentlepeople, 

On behalf of the Oklahoma Governor’s International Team (GIT), I am writing to lend 
our support for the new Oklahoma Academic Standards for World Languages. 

The new standards, developed with the participation of world language instructors from 
across the state, support the very best practices for pedagogy in language acquisition 
and offer excellent guidelines for educators. 

The GIT membership values language learning.  When an individual learns a new 
language it enhances their ability to communicate in a target language with 
international guests, business partners, government representatives, and others.  Just as 
importantly, preparation in world languages offers the opportunity to learn cultural 
awareness – including protocol, etiquette and social norms – that can make or break a 
relationship. 

To create a workforce that is truly ready to move Oklahoma to “Top Ten” status, 
preparation in world languages is essential.  These new standards will assist our state by 
doing just that. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Webster 

Catherine Webster, Ph.D, GIT Chair 

OKLAHOMA GOVERNOR’S INTERNATIONAL TEAM 
 

 

DEDICATED TO A STRONGER OKLAHOMA IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY 

mailto:info@okgit.com
http://www.okgit.com/
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