Oklahoma Connect & Learn Initiative
Program Overview

Working together to upgrade all schools
In 2016 Governor Mary Fallin's Office, the Oklahoma State
Department of Education, the Oklahoma Office of Management
and Enterprise Services, the Oklahoma Corporation Commission
and the national non-profit EducationSuperHighway partnered
to launch the Oklahoma Connect & Learn Initiative. We are
working together to support increased access to affordable,
high-speed Internet in every classroom in Oklahoma by
ensuring every:
•
•
•
•

Partnering to connect
all students to the
Internet they need to
take advantage of
digital learning.

School district has access to fiber connectivity.
Student has access to sufficient bandwidth at 1 Mbps/student.
School district has affordable bandwidth at $3/Mbps.
Classroom has sufficient Wi-Fi access.

Ultimately, this will open the door to digital-age teaching and
learning that prepares students with the skills they need to
succeed within and beyond the classroom.

School district broadband upgrade projects
School district leaders now have access to resources and technical
assistance that support scalable, cost-effective network upgrades to
meet the growing demands of technology in the classroom. All tools
and resources are provided at no cost to the school district.
• We discuss with you a plan to upgrade your broadband network based
on your district's current infrastructure and future needs.
• We help you research technology and provider options.
• We help you develop your Form 470 / RFP strategy to meet both Erate and Oklahoma Universal Service Fund (OUSF) rules.
• We help you take advantage of the OUSF funds by keeping you aware
of important deadlines and requirements.
• We support implementation of your new network.

A state matching fund is
available to assist
districts with special
construction costs for
FY18.
Get in touch today to learn
more.
Contact us
Kurt Bernhardt
Executive Director of Education
Technology
kurt.bernhardt@sde.ok.gov
Jess Stein
District Consultant
jess.stein@educationsuperhighway.org

EducationSuperHighway is the leading non-profit focused on upgrading the Internet access in America’s K-12 public schools. We believe that digital
learning represents an unprecedented opportunity to provide every student with equal access to educational opportunity and that every school requires
high-speed broadband to make that opportunity a reality. For more information, visit www.educationsuperhighway.org

