Postsecondary Opportunities Report FAQs

Oklahoma State Department of Education, Office of Accountability (Spring 2018)

What is the Postsecondary Opportunities Report?

The Postsecondary Opportunities report is the district-certified report that contains all students enrolled at
your school for the 2018-2019 school year (high schools only). This report certifies students’ participation and
completion in an approved Postsecondary Opportunity course for credit in the new accountability system.

Which courses earn credit under the Postsecondary Opportunities indicator for Accountability?
Students may earn credit for participating in Advanced Coursework (AP/IB), Concurrent (Dual) Enrollment,
Internships, or CareerTech coursework leading to industry certification. Specific course codes that have been
approved for credit can be found in our Postsecondary Opportunities Guidance here. A list of approved
CareerTech coursework can be provided by CareerTech.

How will Postsecondary Opportunities be included in the new Accountability System (School Report
Card)

Postsecondary opportunities is an indicator in the new accountability system for high schools’ School Report
Card. This indicator measures the percentage of students who participate in at least one of the approved
opportunities. The indicator is worth 10 points, or approximately 11% of the overall report card grade.

What information is needed for a student to earn credit under this indicator?

With the exception of coursework completed at a Technology Center, which is reported directly to OSDE by
CareerTech, all other opportunities must be reported via the Postsecondary Opportunities Report in the Wave
portal. In order for a student to earn credit, they must have completed the course/internship with at least a
“D” and have all appropriate fields reported. Incomplete records will not earn credit (e.g. a missing grade for
second semester).

Which fields should | review?

For each student, there will be a Has Course and Participation column. The Has Course column will be “True” if
the student has at least one course that is eligible for credit under postsecondary opportunities. The
Participation column will display a “1” if at least one course meets the criteria for participation in
postsecondary opportunities coursework. Selecting the + to the left of SchoollD will expand the coursework
reported for the student. We recommend review of all fields.

e OCAS Course Code-The official course code for the course/internship.

e Official Course Title-This is the official title of the course.

e Instructional Level- The instructional level for the course.

e Term Span Description- Describes the term types (i.e. semester, trimester, quarter)

e Length of Course-Number of terms from above (e.g. two semesters)

e T1-T4 (Grades)-Letter grade (i.e. A, B, C, D and F; not percentage/score) for each term based on
course length (e.g. two semesters must have letter grades in T1 and T2). Please note that if you are
sending percentage, it gets translated into a letter grade. Any other letter grade (e.g. S - satisfactory/ U
— unsatisfactory) is not accepted.

e Reason Not Received-If the record is not used for participation, this will detail why the record was
withheld (e.g. a missing grade or incomplete course).

e Local Course Description-A description of the course.

For questions on the Postsecondary Opportunities Report, please contact the Office of
Accountability at (405) 522-5169 or accountability@sde.ok.gov.


https://sde.ok.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Postsecondary%20Opportunities%20Guide%202019.pdf
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Important fields by opportunity type:

e AP/IB Coursework: OCAS Course Code must match approved list (in Guidance).

e Internships: Must use OCAS course Codes 2790 or 2971.

e Dual/Concurrent Enrollment: Use OCAS Course Code most similar to course. Must be 0576-College
level Instructional Level.

e CareerTech: If courses are taken at Tech Center, data is provided by CareerTech. For coursework at the
local high school, OCAS course Codes must be from approved list (in Guidance).

Generally speaking, the course code is used to determine if the coursework is approved for credit in
accountability. However, for Dual/Concurrent enrollment, Instructional Level must be 0576 in order to be
pulled into the report.

As with all other reports, we encourage districts to review their “Find Missing Students” tab to review any
students who may not be populated in their report due to a validation error (STN, Ownership, missing data)
or have a Basis of Admission code that does not indicate membership to the school.

Why is my Sth grader and 10th grader in my report if they’re not going to be included for my
Postsecondary Opportunities indicator?

Even if 9" and 10™ grader are not included in the Postsecondary Opportunities indicator for now, the Office of
Accountability is committed in working on expanding the scope for this indicator. For us to be able to expand
the scope, we need schools’ data to analyze the increase or decrease of these students participation and the
reasonability of it being included in the indicator calculation.

Why does my student show Has Course=True, but Participation=07?

A student will show “Participation=0" even if they have a valid course, if that course is incomplete, missing
term grades (or too many terms grades were reported), etc. Selecting the + next to the record will expand the
student’s record and provide a “Reason Not Received.” Once this reason is resolved (e.g. all grades are
reported), the participation will be updated to “1” if the record is now complete and meets criteria for credit
under this indicator.

Why is my student showing Has Course=False?

A student will show as “Has Couse=False” if he or she has not been reported to the Wave as enrolled in any of
the approved coursework from the Guidance. It is possible that these students may still earn credit if they
participated in a program leading to industry certification as that is reported directly by CareerTech and not
visible in the report. However, if the student shows “Has Course=False” and has participated in AP/IB
Coursework, Dual/Concurrent enrollment, or an internship, there is an error in the record being received by
the Wave. This should be reviewed in your local Student Information System (SIS) to ensure the correct course
codes and instructional levels are being sent to the Wave.

How do | correct my data?

This report is populated from your district SIS. Any corrections should be made in your SIS and will be
refreshed in the report nightly. All corrections should be made prior to the close of the report on June 28,
2019.

For questions on the Postsecondary Opportunities Report, please contact the Office of
Accountability at (405) 522-5169 or accountability@sde.ok.gov.


http://sde.ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Postsecondary%20Opportunities%20Guide%20JB.pdf
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How do | code my block courses?

For block courses - add the word “block” in the term in order for the length of course to be calculated
correctly. The calculations are as followed; courses with:

e Term Span code equal to 0828 (semester) will be treated as one semester

e Term Span code equal to 0829 (trimester) will be treated as one trimester

e Term Span code equal to 0830 (quarter) will be treated as one quarter

Has anything changed from last year?

Just like last year, there is no longer the ability to complete On Screen Data entry or Bulk Upload in the
Postsecondary Opportunities report. Rather, all corrections and changes must be made in the district SIS and
will refresh in the report every 24 hours. If you are unable to correct the information in your local SIS or the
corrected data is not populating in the report after 24 hours, please contact the Office of Accountability at
(405) 522-5169 for additional assistance.

Also, CareerTech enrollment at the Technology Center can now also be entered into the school’s local SIS by
using the appropriate CareerTech OCAS course codes (8000 and 9000 level) with the instructional level code of
“College Level’ (0576). However, since this will be the first year, we will still be receiving a file from CareerTech
to make sure that the data is accurate and reliable.

For questions on the Postsecondary Opportunities Report, please contact the Office of
Accountability at (405) 522-5169 or accountability@sde.ok.gov.



