

Date:
Dear Parent or Guardian,


It was nice speaking with you on the phone today. The intent of the third-grade progression statute is to ensure that students have the necessary reading skills in order to be successful in grade four and beyond, where the rigors of reading in the content areas increase.  In order to be promoted to the fourth grade, a student must score above the Limited Knowledge Level on the third-grade Oklahoma School Testing Program (OSTP) in reading comprehension and vocabulary.  If a student does not demonstrate proficiency on the OSTP, they are required to attend a Summer Academy Reading Program or other program designed to assist the student in attaining grade-level reading skills to ensure they receive additional instruction to catch up with their peers.  There is also statute language stating that OSTP results are the initial determinant for promotion decisions, but they are not the sole determiner.  Portfolio reviews and alternative assessments are available to assist the school district in knowing when a child is reading at or above grade level and ready for a grade promotion.  Some third graders who score below the Proficient Level on the OSTP in reading may be exempted from the retention requirement and be promoted to fourth grade. This is called a “good-cause exemption.”

Good-cause exemptions are only given to the following students:

· ELL Students - Identified English Language Learner (ELL) on a screening tool approved by OSDE of Bilingual/Migrant Education and have a Language Instructional Educational Plan in place prior to administration of the OSTP and have less than two years of instruction in an ELL program

· IEP Students assessed with OAAP - Students with disabilities on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) who are assessed with Oklahoma Alternate Assessment Program (OAAP)

· Alternative Assessments - Students who demonstrate an acceptable level of performance (minimum of 45th percentile) on a state-approved alternative reading test

· Portfolio – Demonstration through a student portfolio that the student is reading on grade level as evidenced by mastery of the Oklahoma State Standards.

· IEP student once retained - Students with disabilities who take the OSTP and whose IEP states that they have received intensive remediation in reading for more than two years but still show a deficiency in reading and were in a transitional grade or previously retained in prekindergarten for academic reasons, kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade.

· Regular education student twice retained - Students who have received intensive remediation in reading for two or more years but who still have a deficiency in reading and have already been in a transitional grade or retained in prekindergarten for academic reasons, prekindergarten, kindergarten, first grade, second grade, or third grade for a total of two years.
· Students who are granted an exception for the medical emergencies by State Department of Education.

Alternative assessments and the Teacher Created Portfolio are good cause exemptions that are used to demonstrate the third grade student is reading on grade level and should progress to fourth grade.  

I’ve included a Read-to-Learn brochure, which provides information for parents regarding 
third grade progression as well as good-cause exemptions. If you have any additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely,
Updated July 29, 2016
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