
RE:  H.B. 1684
SUBJECT:  Education 

House Bill 1684 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill changes the makeup of 
professional development committees and adds new requirements for professional development 
and curriculum to include training on addressing child abuse and neglect. 

• Current law requires local school boards to establish a professional development 
committee to provide programs for certified teachers and administrators. It specifies who 
is required to be on that committee, including that a school counselor be included at 
minimum once every four years. Current law also requires each local school site to 
establish a Safe School Committee. 

• Section 1(B):  Adds a new requirement to include school counselors or licensed mental 
health providers as permanent members of professional development committees. 

• Section 1(D):  A program must be offered to provide training on recognition of child 
abuse and neglect, recognition of child sexual abuse, proper reporting of suspected abuse 
and available resources, at a minimum of once each school year. 

• Section 2:  Adds suicide prevention to the list of things to be examined by Safe School 
Committees, and allows for the committees to study and make recommendations to the 
local school board regarding development of a rape or sexual assault response program. 

• Section 3:  Allows for public schools to establish developmentally and age appropriate 
abuse-prevention instructional programs for students and suggests the curriculum include 
identifying dangerous situations, personal boundary violations, refusing 
approaches/invitations, how to call for help, and what to do if abuse occurs. 

o It suggests the program be offered annually, have the capacity to be delivered by 
teachers, school counselors, prevention agency educators and other professionals, 
be evidence-based, include an evaluation component, be culturally sensitive and 
encourage parent involvement. 

o Does not require any student to participate if the parent chooses to withdraw their 
child from the program under the Parents’ Bill of Rights. 

• Section 4: Directs the Oklahoma Commission on Children and Youth and the State 
Department of Health to identify appropriate curriculum for schools to use. 
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• Section 5: Directs the State Board of Education, the Oklahoma Commission on Children 
and Youth and the State Board of Health to promulgate rules for implementation. 

 
Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Joy Hermansen, Certified 
Prevention Specialist, at (405) 521-2106 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 
 
Amendment to:  70 O.S. 6-194, 24-100.5 
New Law at: 70 O.S. 1210.160, 1210.161; 10 O.S. 601.69 
Helpful Statutory References:  25 O.S. 2001 
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RE:  S.B. 239
SUBJECT:  Chase Morris Sudden Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act 

Senate Bill 239 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill creates the Chase Morris Sudden 
Cardiac Arrest Prevention Act. 

• Section 1:  Directs the State Department of Health (SDH) and the State Department of 
Education (SDE) to jointly publish on their websites information for students, parents and 
coaches about the warning signs of sudden cardiac arrest.   

• Annually, prior to participation in an athletic activity, a student’s parent/guardian must 
sign and return an acknowledgement of receipt/review of signs of sudden cardiac arrest. 

o “Athletic activity” is defined as any sport sanctioned and offered by a local school 
district in grades seven through twelve. 

• A school may hold an informational meeting regarding the signs of sudden cardiac arrest. 

• Any student who collapses or faints without a concurrent head injury while participating 
in an athletic activity must be removed from participation. Any student who is removed 
may not return until the student is cleared in writing by a “health care provider,” defined 
as a person who is licensed, certified, or otherwise authorized by the laws of this state to 
practice a health care or healing arts profession or who administers health care in the 
ordinary course of business. 

• Each year coaches are required to complete a sudden cardiac arrest training course 
offered by a provider approved by the SDH, and may not coach until completed. 

• This bill does not create or eliminate any civil liability by the school or school employee. 

• Section 1(K): Requires the State Board of Education and the State Board of Health to 
promulgate rules for implementation. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Tiffany Neill, Director of 
Science Education, at (405) 522-3524 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government 
Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

New Law at:  70 O.S. 24-156 
Helpful Statutory References:  63 O.S. 3090.2
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RE:  S.B. 262
SUBJECT:  Workplace Safety Training in Schools 

Senate Bill 262 becomes effective August 20, 2015. This bill requires workplace safety training 
to be made available to schools. 

• Section 1(A):  Requires the State Department of Education to work with the Oklahoma 
Department of Labor to compile information regarding workplace safety training for 
grades 7-12 and make it available to local school districts. 

o The information must include the Department of Labor’s “Youth @ Work 
Talking Safety: A Safety and Health Curriculum for Young Workers.” 

• Section 1(B):  The Department of Education must encourage school districts to inform 
teachers, grade 7-12, about the importance of incorporating workplace safety training into 
their curriculum. 

• Section 1(C):  Requires the State Board of Education to promulgate rules for 
implementation. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Susan Pinson, Executive 
Director for Professional Development and Technical Assistance, at (405) 522-1835 or Ms. 
Carolyn Thompson, Director of Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520.

New Law at:  70 O.S. 11-103.6j 
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