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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information from both passages in your paper.

Before you begin planning and writing your paper, read the two
passages

1. “Animals in Disguise”
2. “Seeing Animals Differently”

Animals in Disguise

1 Many animals are masters of disguise. Some change their skin
color. Others shape themselves in ways that help them look like their
surroundings. These different forms of camouflage help animals survive.

2 The type of camouflage an animal develops depends mostly on its
predators and its environment. Animals change in different ways to
trick their predators. In most cases, their camouflage is designed to
match their environment. This helps them become more difficult for their
predators to spot.

Texture

3 Another way animals blend into their environment is through texture.
Some insects have smooth shells that make them look more like the
leaves around them. Other animals, such as squirrels, have rough and
uneven fur. This helps them blend in with tree bark, so they are nearly
impossible to see when they hide in trees.

Design

4 Even pretty designs on some animals can be a type of camouflage.
Animals that live in areas with tall grass may have stripes to help
them hide. These stripes can confuse predators. A group of zebras
with black and white stripes tricks the lion’s eyes into thinking the
group is a single large animal. This makes it difficult for the lion to
hunt just one zebra.
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Color
5 Animals may also use color as a disguise. The white polar bear’s

fur lets it blend into the snowy land. This helps the polar bear sneak
up on its prey. Surprisingly, the polar bear’s skin is black, but it looks
white because of the way the light bounces off its skin and fur. Since
some animals live in places where their surroundings change with the
seasons, the color of their fur must also change. In order to blend in,
these animals usually grow new fur every few months.

6 Other animals change their skin color in order to hide from predators.
The cuttlefish is able to change its skin color by flexing its muscles.
The cuttlefish has several small blobs on its skin that are colored with a
special material called pigment. The blobs are so small that the color is
hard to see when the muscles are relaxed. When the cuttlefish squeezes
certain muscles, it forces the blobs to spread out. While this happens,
more pigment is pushed in. The spreading blobs give the cuttlefish a
whole new color. When the cuttlefish relaxes its muscles, the blobs
become small again. The cuttlefish then returns to its normal color. In
addition to helping the cuttlefish hide, scientists believe the changing
colors help the cuttlefish communicate with one another.

7 The cuttlefish is not the only animal that can change its color.
Nudibranches, which are small sea creatures, also have this amazing
ability. To change color, the nudibranch eats a certain type of coral.
After eating the coral, the nudibranch changes to match the color of
the coral it just ate. Since the nudibranch also lives in this coral, the
new color is the perfect disguise.

Shape

8 Other animals use shape as a disguise. There are some that look
like they are part of the trees or the grass. Some animals even look
like certain predators. For example, the hawk moth caterpillar looks
like a snake head, so many of its predators leave it alone. Katydids use
a similar trick. They look just like tree leaves, so predators will move
right past them without even noticing.
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Seeing Animals Differently

1 From insects to mammals, animals have found many ways to help
them survive. One way is by developing interesting ways to see and to
use their eyes.

2 Many animals have eyes that see color differently than humans.
Some are colorblind which means they cannot see certain colors. Lions
can only see in shades of gray. Other animals can see certain colors
more easily than humans. The gecko, for example, has nighttime color
vision that is almost 350 times better than that of humans.

3 Other animals can see light that is invisible to humans. Certain
species of snakes have special areas called pits that allow them to see
in infrared. This means they can actually see heat. Having this ability
helps the snakes find their prey while staying safe from predators.
Butterflies can see another type of light that cannot be seen by
humans. This light is called ultraviolet light. Butterflies also see in
all directions at the same time. The trade-off is that their vision is
somewhat blurry.

4 Some animals do not have special vision. Instead, they have
unusual eye features that help them survive. Frogs’ eyes bulge out
from their heads so they can see above the water while their bodies
are underwater. They also have two sets of eyelids. One set is clear.
When frogs close the clear set of eyelids, they can see underwater
while keeping their eyes protected.

5 The cuttlefish can change the shape of its eye. It can see behind
itself and in front of itself at the same time. Although the cuttlefish
is colorblind, it is able to see well in dim light. Like the cuttlefish, the
chameleon is able to look in two directions at the same time. This
helps the chameleon catch insects as they fly by.

6 Even goats can see around themselves better than humans. While
humans can see at a 185-degree angle, goats can see at a 330-degree
angle. This means the goat can almost see completely behind itself
without turning its head. The owl, on the other hand, is not able to
move its eyes to see around itself. Instead, the owl can turn its head
almost completely around to see what is behind it.
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Grade 5 Writing Rubric

Each piece of student writing is given five analytic scores that focus on specific writing skills.
These ratings range from 4 (the highest score) to 1 (the lowest score). Taken together, these
scores provide a profile of the specific strengths and weaknesses of a student’s writing. The
following are the actual scoring rubrics used to assign the five analytic scores.

*OAS objectives are annotated for each trait. Where no specific objective is listed (i.e. 5.3.W), the
whole strand is intended.

Score Ideas and Development—30%

4 - The content is well suited for the audience, task/purpose, and mode (5.3.W)

- The focus is clear and maintained (5.2.W.1)

- Ideas are fully developed and incorporate details, examples, reasons, facts, or evidence (5.3.W)
- The writing expresses a clear, consistent perspective throughout the composition (5.2.W.1)

3 - The content is adequate for the audience, task/purpose, and mode

- The focus is evident but may lack clarity

+ Ideas are developed using some details, examples, reasons, and/or evidence
- The writing sustains the perspective throughout most of the composition

2 - The content is inconsistent with the audience, task/purpose, and mode

- The focus may be unclear or leave the reader with questions and making inferences
- ldeas are minimally developed with few details

- May simply be a list of ideas

- The writing has difficulty expressing or maintaining a perspective

1 - The content is irrelevant to the audience, task/purpose, and mode
- The focus may be confusing or missing

- |deas lack development or may be repetitive

- The writing lacks perspective

Score Organization, Unity, and Coherence—25%

4 - Introduction engages the reader (5.3.W)

- Coherent and consistent focus (5.2.W.1, 5.2.W.4)

- Logical and appropriate sequencing balanced with smooth, effective transitions (5.4.W.2, 5.5.W.4)
- Order and structure are strong and move the reader through the text (5.3.W.2, 5.3.W)

- Conclusion is appropriate and effective (5.3.W)

3 + Evident introduction

- Adequate focus; stays on topic with little digression

- Adequate sequencing using limited but effective transitions
- Order and structure are present

- Conclusion is appropriate

2 * May lack clear organizational structure

- Weak evidence of unity

- Little or limited sequencing and/or transitions
+ Details may be randomly placed

- Conclusion may be inappropriate or ineffective

1 + Lacks logical direction
- No evidence of organizational structure
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Score

Word Choice—15%

- Appropriate word choice that conveys the correct meaning and appeals to the audience in an

interesting, precise, and natural way (5.4.W.1-2)

- The writing may be characterized by, but not limited to (5.4.W.2, 5.5.W.3-5),

- Lively verbs

Vivid nouns
Imaginative adjectives
Figurative language
Dialogue

- No vague, overused, repetitive language is used (a lot, greatly, very, really)(5.4.W)
- Effective words that evoke strong images and descriptive language (5.4.W)
- Communicates by using academic and/or domain-appropriate words (5.4.W)

- Words generally convey the intended message
- The writing includes a variety of words that are appropriate but do not necessarily energize the writing
- The writing may be characterized by

- Some use of lively verbs, vivid nouns, and imaginative adjectives
- Attempts at figurative language and/or dialogue
- Few vague, overused, and repetitive words

- Word choice lacks precision and variety or may be inappropriate to the audience and purpose
- May be ineffective, simplistic, and/or vague

- Relies on overused or vague language (a lot, great, very, really)

- Few attempts at figurative language and/or dialogue

- Word choice is unimaginative and colorless with images that are unclear or absent

- Word choice indicates an extremely limited or inaccurate vocabulary
- No attempts at figurative language and/or dialogue

- General, vague words that fail to communicate meaning

- Text may be too short to demonstrate variety
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Score

Sentences and Paragraphs—15%

4 - Writing clearly demonstrates appropriate sentence structure (5.5.W.2)
* Writing has few or no run-on or fragment errors (5.5.W.2)
- Writing has a rich variety of sentence structure, types, and lengths (5.5.W.2)
- Ideas are organized into paragraphs that blend into larger text (5.2.W.3)
- Writing shows evidence of appropriate paragraphing (5.2.W.3)
3 - Writing adequately demonstrates appropriate sentence structure
- Writing may contain a small number of run-on or fragment errors that do not interfere with fluency
- Writing has adequate variety of sentence structure
- Ideas are organized into paragraphs
2 + Writing demonstrates lack of control in sentence structure
- Writing contains errors such as run-ons and fragments that interfere with fluency
- Writing has limited variety of sentence structure
* Writing may show little or no attempt at paragraphing
1 - Writing demonstrates inappropriate sentence structure

+ Writing contains many errors in structure (run-ons, fragments)

+ Writing has no variety in structure

- Writing displays no attempt at paragraphing

- Text may be too short to demonstrate use of sentences or paragraphs
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Score Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics—15%

4 - The writing demonstrates appropriate use of correct (5.5.W.1)
- Spelling
- Punctuation
- Capitalization
- Grammar
- Usage/Mechanics (e.g. correct usage of homonyms, correct usage of subjects and indirect
objects, correct use of pronouns)
- Errors are minor and do not affect readability

3 - The writing demonstrates adequate use of correct
- Spelling
- Punctuation
- Capitalization
- Grammar
- Usage
- Errors are noticeable but do not significantly affect readability

2 - The writing demonstrates limited use of correct
- Spelling
- Punctuation
- Capitalization
- Grammar
- Usage
- Errors are distracting and may interfere with readability

1 - The writing demonstrates minimal use of correct
- Spelling
- Punctuation
- Capitalization
- Grammar
- Usage
- Errors are numerous and severely impede readability

Composite Score and Performance Level

A student’s composite score on the Writing section of the ELA assessment, in part, is derived
by assigning various weights to the five analytic traits. The averaged analytic score for each
category is multiplied by the appropriate weight (percentage) and summed.
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how caniouflagetand vision
waork together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
.sure to use information froin both passages in your paper.

}rlfa,ve \wu ever Seary & BwHtr'«p[u or A ‘p-md an\O‘

Lﬂl&ﬁa‘ hdw 4 survives in ‘Hns omf/’ hm}'\
world? Ulell i4's Yecause they have gcame dricke to

\ne,lp -Haem ot ! Animals use camoPh«gﬁﬁd_ﬁF&g&L
Uisien o %ee,p Hhemselpes alie. T ;zim!{_‘ lwne/
Hhot tHhose tricks heth work 'hzge*ko/r o hely the

_‘m‘m‘& ‘,
mmmwd 0%# TvaY ﬂm(»r

ﬂ-v” Use mmo@

10 nature It almest {ike -Hne.‘r- 'cm/t'a;ble,‘An:fngZLS__
usSe camoﬂwae_ Yo hide €rom Dfec‘ob'b(‘.:,_m"(f fo Nudrt
ﬁi@__pmgm&&mmm L, waes, liH-le,
I asked My ymiem wling e drpnj wWere c:am.«.,PMe

lo%mérs}\e %?ltj wWie W r‘Fm to hm{e rom
ool Yhat’ .,

a.n:/na(s clo!

GO ON P>

. Document ID: 1572362571



ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                              ID 1A

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID 1B

Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

#Sm.m.,_miwj@-mdﬂoaﬁ#wm
_@_Mpibem_m‘ug zE{ask animals With gpcg'el
i@_&.@ﬁﬂ,,mn_&_mmmaﬂlm_éﬁiwhbd_aui’
_WMMJMAMAQ@@@@@%@@;_“

wke bu W=(n gadgles.Owls \ave gonel wisien. nd
con't move these e . That's wohy they can
tburn thelr heads all +he (Wont sround, Thi's |elpg
Visien mJ_wLngﬂm%LM_ﬁecjs_ﬁedixz
jz_qﬁﬁmpi%_mima{s_fmmwfexﬁagb_tbe%_
M&M_W@yw
o Sl ‘ hat
_mmaﬁﬂeﬁshm¢aﬂw.’aﬁnghcgbls;..u.zh;,t_
,Hw-.f_mﬁ.srﬁll;alizg_iaclaxf;Alsa,_i&_mlmds___
didat_have Yhete dricks, Yhe $ood chain
Muﬂﬁmwg&imﬁwagufpﬁ
wﬁ_n@_md_ﬂem_pwmﬁzm_muum
J—.b&iﬁ_pw_wmlxl_c&al_lt{_im_a;e,_ B

GO ON D>

Document ID: 1572362571



ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                                 ID 1B

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID 1C

NEFERTREERIEN s Grade 5§ WRI TING Sec ton 1

) | . ‘ ]
oled: u e, L ¥ '
e gHil man ng#mnd_sthc_dags_m&_sﬁiL_
—bﬂﬁﬁﬂgLﬁo_n&m‘:ifQL_qaw_m an_amimad,
cemember Yhat |t mi{’xh'l* net secvive
(th ? ‘
Wem @m“'!

I&D Score Point 4

_|Content is appropriate for audience and purpose.

Topic is clear and fully developed; addresses how camouflage and vision work together.
_|Writer summarizes and paraphrases information.

Topic is consistently sustained throughout the composition.
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Content is appropriate for audience and purpose.  
Topic is clear and fully developed; addresses how camouflage and vision work together. 
Writer summarizes and paraphrases information. 
Topic is consistently sustained throughout the composition.

ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                      ID 1C

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID 2A

wusi» [ Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflage and visjon
work together to help animals survive in their environmerits. Be
-sure to use information froih both passages in your paper.
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Content is largely appropriate for the audience and purpose.  
Topic is stated and partially developed using text-based facts, concrete details and examples.  
Writer attempts to summarize/paraphrase information. 
Topic is sustained throughout the composition.
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to hielp animals survive in their environments. Be
sute touse information from both passages in your paper.

Ar\\mc\\s ctnonas clovs Yo Wude Cvom
Yrere prede¥ors ;ﬁ‘\e alse Nove camng Fi-

oc\wc Yo blendin wr L SO OU

Qne DO uo\(\\\ mnm\s Q\rmc\e coltr
. Yo _nde Crom Yere edators, At
-\'Y\QL\ Wde so#ne wcm'-k @Y lAtled ar

CC\*G?)ﬂ ‘3*-\ C\\"\O\“\'\e“ g\w\mod g)ec.cmd 1S D
ey can blend w pr not C\G‘A spbtied |
'W\w‘é\\u\ 1S SO W NaS c_bu\c\ LAY ‘\b
Dend & wiin Yae A -
W'Y et pored . Pninals, Q\ca 1nsecks
OC_OYNEY  iving Yiwvos c;;,;\cl vlenc in
wwin dnaere Q&‘fb\.&.‘(\d\ NOS.

Anokiner veosen o gumds

do s 5 do be campflod ﬁé wn
SOuvbu‘(\d\\mm Fiesy ‘Mw can o,\mm X0

Doc ID: 1571840242 Form:3 .= ’{i .
de: 15 it 1 C
Seetion: o | n GO ON >

Section: S1

L.


ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                                ID 3A

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID3B

Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

oo e rag ovas srapands. L

“ACTeeny colors Yo Ylend in gk
Nner chiecle such o teers b Yal\
amss. Second |, Meycon CNANNAE chages,
They coudd Ylevt! \n i\ o deee
Hoed could oks "._\_,o\-fev\d A o
brarth Oy Tung o AW Yvee, ‘W\wc\\t\,
o 0an Moy Theue sel\t \odiA J
Lilhe c\oros) avtiung avround Hham,
They could Makhe Mire 52\¢s

58X

Thacdleuy WAL plavdng v
PNt ulE 15950 codl orcaUSY ety
could Ymove c\\c_@m\(\'\ Aesiowg | YS‘\J,
PNe  animes  Nave %*“6&8 0
Nneu could blend . win Yall ovess.
Secord\u,_ Z#oves, codd Dlend i
it D zelores © Drelelors
W\ Thuwn all Yhe ‘1@:\%\' S e
Do Do, pedotar.so Aheu unll
o\ seQved Thicd , wwnie d¥plor

Doc¢ ID: 1571840242 ~Form:3 . .
Grade: 15 tem: 1
Section: S1

o 11 GO ON D


ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                                  ID 3B

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID 3C

Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

Pears could bleod 1 wvn Jr\nex\‘w:
SNOWL Soutundine X sneekh VP on
Wi ‘imc\céco\s V

oty aniimels chanae
Ol Vetouse o6 predetovs Thely oy
e coo\ Yoecause oF ’f‘/\e\xm
QC\\(Y’D‘Q\D \Ge T\Mf c\\u ’t\f\Lu\ CAYAL
anale preause W\M car ey
\Y\\O 0\\C£(m¥ ‘S\I\c\@m

I&D Score Point 2

Content is limited; writer refers to just one of the passages.
——————{Limited development; uses few specific examples (polar bears and

zebras).

Doc ID: 1571840242 Form: 3. 7.~ EE—— ,, #
Grade: 15 ltem: 1 Go ON >

Section: S1 12


ssuper
Text Box
I&D                    Score Point 2
  
Content is limited; writer refers to just one of the passages. 
Limited development; uses few specific examples (polar bears and zebras).

ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                           ID 3C

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


ID 4A

- BETEETTEE IS, Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

Writing Topic:
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how caniouflagetand vision
waork together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
.sure to use information froin both passages in your paper.
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oucC Score Point 4

Introduction is engaging and presents a clear topic.

—Text-based facts, details and examples are presented in well-executed
progression.

—1Transitions are appropriate and clearly link ideas.

Conclusion flows from the information presented.
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Introduction is engaging and presents a clear topic.  
Text-based facts, details and examples are presented in well-executed progression.
Transitions are appropriate and clearly link ideas.
Conclusion flows from the information presented.
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Writing Topic!

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage.and vision
work together to help anifmals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information from both passages in your paper.
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Introduction and topic are evident.
Transitions link ideas
Conclusion is apparent
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Writing Topic:

‘Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information from both passages in your paper.
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Introduction is incomplete.
. ITransitions are limited.
No conclusion.
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environnients. Be
sute to use information froi both passages in your paper.
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Writing Topic:

Write-an informational paper explaining how camouflage.and vision
work together to help aniinals survive in their environments. Be
sure to-use information from hoth passages in your paper.
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:’ Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word relationships are demonstrated effectively.
Uses domain specific vocabulary effectively.
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work fogether to help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information froin both passages in your paper.
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Concrete words and phrases and domain-specific vocabulary are used to convey ideas.
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Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information froin both passages in your paper.
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Writing Topic:

Write an- informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environnients. Be'
sure tonse information froiin both passages in your paper.
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Figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meaning are not evident.
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Writing Topic:

Write an informational paper explaining hows canouflage‘dnd vision
wark together to-help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure to use information frofin both passages in your paper.
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S&P Score Point 4

Rich variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Evidence of appropriate paragraphing.
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Rich variety of sentence structure, type, and length.   
Evidence of appropriate paragraphing.
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Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environments. Be’
sure to nse information froin both passages in your paper.
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S&P Score Point 3
Variety of sentence structure, type, and length.
Evidence of paragraphing.
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Writing Topic!

Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage.and vision
work together to help anifmals survive in their environments. Be.
sure to-use information from both passages in your paper.
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Writing Topic:

‘Write an informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work to’gethér to help animals survive in their environments. Be
$ure to use information from both passages in your paper-
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GUM 1A

[~ __Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflige and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environments. Be
sure touse information frofin both passages in your paper.
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GUM Score Point 4

Errors in usage, punctuation, and capitalization are minor and do not affect readability.

|Repeated errors (“it's" instead of "“its"; capitalizing first letter of animals) do not lower the
score.
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GUM                 Score Point 4             
                                                                                                   
Errors in usage, punctuation, and capitalization are minor and do not affect readability.
 
Repeated errors ("it's" instead of "its"; capitalizing first letter of animals) do not lower the score.
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GUM 2A

~ Grade 5WRITING Section 1 -

Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflige and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environmernits., Be'
sure to use information froim both passages in your paper.
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GUM Score Point 3
Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling may be more
noticeable but do not significantly affect readability.
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GUM                 Score Point 3 
     
Errors in grammar, punctuation and spelling may be more noticeable but do not significantly affect readability.
 

ssuper
Text Box
                                                       
                                                                                                                                         GUM 2C

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box


GUM 3A

ittt > | - - Grade 5 WRITING Section 1

Writing Topic!

Write an inforniational paper explaining how camouflage.and vision
work together to help aniimals survive in their environments. Be
sure to-use information from hoth passages in your paper.

NE Qe a0y £ o | Wi g /n
eyl Ne.ln 10 > N TarY,
0Q & 1€.108 Ql);}:-z;//f,,,
Qnroyxiage” 1S S e 4 0.8 ] .‘“—S
ol I P
huyshial euc artures ™ TL "'.n W77

U Yl

1 Document ID: 1572246799

Page 58


ssuper
Text Box
        6a

ssuper
Text Box
                                                                                                                                             GUM 3A

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box

ssuper
Text Box
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Grade 5 WRITI-NG Section 1
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GUM Score Point 2

Errors in spelling and grammar may be distracting and interfere
—with readability.
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Errors in spelling and grammar may be distracting and interfere with readability.
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GUM 4

- Grade-5 WRITING Section-+==

Writing Topic:

Write an-informational paper explaining how camouflage and vision
work together to help animals survive in their environmerits. Be
sure to use information froim both passages in your paper.
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GUM Score Point 1

Numerous errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling severely
—|impede readability.
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Numerous errors in grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling severely impede readability.
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