
RE:  H.B. 1687
SUBJECT:  Adult Education 

House Bill 1687 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill would allow for other assessments to 
be used in addition to the General Education Diploma (GED) assessment for purposes of 
achieving a high school diploma. 

• Sections 1-3:  Changes multiple mentions of the General Education Diploma (GED) to 
“high school equivalency” diploma, in effect allowing for the State Board of Career and 
Technology Education to explore other contracts for assessments leading to a high school 
diploma. 

• Section 2(B):  Clarifies that the State Department of Education retains the responsibility 
for issuing diplomas to those who successfully complete a high school equivalency test, 
pursuant to criteria established by the State Board of Education. 

• Section 3:  Funds accruing to the “Adult Education Revolving Fund” must be used for 
oversight and management of the high school equivalency test. 

• Sections 4-6:  Changes multiple mentions of the General Education Diploma (GED) to 
“high school equivalency” diploma, for the purposes of those inmates in Department of 
Corrections custody, which could allow for inmates to take a paper/pencil exam at their 
correctional facility. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  70 O.S. 3-110.1, 14-132, 14-133; 57 O.S. 138, 510.7, 510.8  
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RE:  S.B. 137
SUBJECT:  Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program Eligibility 

Senate Bill 137 becomes effective July 1, 2015. This bill expands eligibility for students under 
the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP) if their parent(s) income is less than 
$50,000 after removing military and disability income. 

• Current law sets certain qualifications to determine whether or not a student is in 
financial need for purposes of the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP).  
A student is not eligible if, upon application, the income from taxable and nontaxable 
sources of the student’s parent(s) exceeds $50,000 per year.  

• Section 1(D):  Directs the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to review the 
determination of financial qualification if the student’s parent(s) income includes 
nontaxable military benefits or income received from the federal Social Security 
Administration due to the death or disability of the student’s parent(s). If the income, 
excluding these sources, does not exceed $50,000 per year, then the student is determined 
to have met the financial qualifications. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549, or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  70 O.S. 2605 
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RE:  S.B. 414
SUBJECT:  Higher Education 

Senate Bill 189 becomes effective August 20, 2015. This bill expands the universities where the 
Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant can be used. 

• Current law establishes the Oklahoma Tuition Equalization Grant Program to maximize 
use of existing educational resources and facilities within the state and authorizes the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to award grants to Oklahoma 
undergraduate students. 

• Section 1:  States that eligible institutions include Bacone College, Family of Faith 
College, Mid-America Christian University, Oklahoma Baptist University, Oklahoma 
Christian University, Oklahoma City University, Oklahoma Wesleyan University, Oral 
Roberts University, Southern Nazarene University, Southwestern Christian University, 
St. Gregory's University, the University of Tulsa and Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College. 

o Directs that the State Regents are to review and take action on complaints 
concerning eligible institutions, and institutions must adhere to the complaint 
processes established by the State Regents. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  70 O.S. 2632 

S.B. 414 











RE:  S.B. 474
SUBJECT:  Income Tax Refund Donation 

Senate Bill 474 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill requires a provision on each 
income tax return form to allow for a donation to a 529 College Savings Plan. 

• Section 2:  Directs that each state individual income tax return form after December 31, 
2015, is to contain a provision to allow for a donation from a tax refund to be made to a 
specified Oklahoma College Savings Plan (529).  

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  68 O.S. 205 
New Law at:  68 O.S. 2368.27 
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RE:  S.B. 763
SUBJECT:  Foster Youth 

Senate Bill 189 becomes effective November 1, 2015. This bill amends the Independent Living 
Act to require information on OHLAP to be provided to foster families. 

• Section 1(G):  Directs the Department of Human Services, in conjunction with the 
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, to provide parents and legal guardians of 
foster youth with information on the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program 
(OHLAP), to include eligibility, application guidelines, academic requirements, and any 
other information required for participation in the program. 

Should you have any questions related to this bill, please contact Ms. Melissa White, Executive 
Director of Counseling/ACE, at (405) 521-3549 or Ms. Carolyn Thompson, Director of 
Government Affairs, at (405) 522-3520. 

Amendment to:  10A O.S. 1-9-107 

S.B. 763 








