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Purpose
The purpose of the Grade 7 World Geography: Eastern Hemisphere Test is to measure Oklahoma
students’ level of proficiency. On this test, students are required to respond to a variety of items
linked to the Grade 7 Geography content standards identified in the Oklahoma Academic Standards
(OAS). Each Geography Test form tests each identified content standard and objective listed below.
The following standards and objectives are intended to summarize the knowledge as identified in the
Oklahoma Academic Standards.
Oklahoma Academic Standards
Standards and Objectives
Geographic Tools/Geography Skills (1.0)
• Geographic Skills and Tools (1.1-1.5)
• Freedom Week (1.6)
Human and Physical Characteristics of Regions (2.0)
• Political Regions (2.1)
• Physical and Cultural Regions (2.2)
• Physical and Human Links and Divisions (2.3)
• Conflict and Cooperation (2.4)
• Change Over Time (2.5)

Human Systems (4.0)
• Cultural Traits and Diffusion (4.1)
• Major Religions (4.2)
• Economic Development (4.3)
• Comparative Economic Systems (4.4)
• Comparative Political Systems (4.5)
• Interdependence and World Trade (4.6)
• Impact of Geography on Populations (4.7)
Human Interaction With The Environment (5.0)
• Resources and Economic Activities (5.1)
• Human Modification (5.2)
• Problems and Policies with Spatial Dimensions (5.3)
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Physical Systems of the Earth (3.0)
• Major Landforms and Bodies of Water (3.1)
• Impact of Natural Disasters (3.2)
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Test Structure, Format, and Scoring
The Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests consist of multiple-choice items. Each multiple-choice item is
scored as correct or incorrect. The student’s raw score is converted to a scaled score using the number
correct method. Of the total items, 10 items are field-test items and do not contribute to the student’s
scaled score.
Total
Content Assessment Total Items Operational
Items
Mathematics
60
50
Reading
60
50
Geography
60
50

Total Field
Test Items
10
10
10

Test Alignment with Oklahoma Academic Standards
Criteria for Aligning the Test with the Oklahoma Academic Standards
Standards and Objectives
1. Categorical Concurrence
The test is constructed so that there are at least six items measuring each OAS standard.
The number of items is based on estimating the number of items that could produce a
reasonably reliable estimate of a student’s mastery of the content measured.

3. Range of Knowledge Correspondence
The test is constructed so that at least 75% of the objectives for an OAS standard have at
least one corresponding assessment item.
4. Balance of Representation
The test is constructed according to the Test Blueprint which reflects the degree of
representation given on the test to each OAS standard and/or OAS objective in terms of the
percent of total test items measuring each standard and the number of test items measuring
each standard and/or objective. The test construction shall yield a balance of representation
with an index of 0.7 or higher of assessed objectives related to a standard.
5. Source of Challenge
Each test item is constructed in such a way that the major cognitive demand comes directly
from the targeted OAS objective or concept being assessed, not from specialized
knowledge or cultural background that the test-taker may bring to the testing situation.
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2. Depth of Knowledge Consistency
The test is constructed using items from a variety of Depth of Knowledge levels that are
consistent with the processes students need in order to demonstrate proficiency for each
OAS objective.
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Oklahoma School Testing Program
Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests
Grade 7 Geography Test Blueprint
School Year 2014-2015

• A minimum of 4 items is required to report results for an objective, and a minimum of 6 items is required to
report a standard. While the actual numbers of items on the test may not match the blueprint exactly, each
future test will move toward closer alignment with the ideal blueprint.
• Percentages are approximations and may result in a sum other than 100 due to rounding.
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The Test Blueprint reflects the degree to which each standard and objective of the Oklahoma
Academic Standards is represented on the test. The overall distribution of operational test items
on a test form is intended to look as follows:
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Depth of Knowledge Assessed by Test Items
The Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests will, as closely as possible, reflect the following Depth of
Knowledge distribution of items.
Grades 3-5
Depth of Knowledge
Level 1—Recall and Reproduction
Level 2—Skills and Concepts
Level 3—Strategic and Extended Thinking

Percent of Items
20-25%
65-70%
5-15%

Grades 6-8
Depth of Knowledge
Level 1—Recall and Reproduction
Level 2—Skills and Concepts
Level 3—Strategic and Extended Thinking

Percent of Items
10-15%
65-70%
15-25%

Level 2 (Skills and Concepts) includes the engagement of some mental processing beyond
recalling or reproducing a response. This level generally requires students to: contrast or compare
people, places, events, and concepts; convert information from one form to another; give an
example; classify or sort items into meaningful categories; draw simple conclusions; or describe,
interpret, or explain issues and problems, patterns, reasons, cause and effect, significance or
impact, relationships, points of view, or processes. A Level 2 “describe” and/or “explain” would
require students to go beyond a description or explanation of recalled information to describe
and/or explain a result or “how” or “why.”
Level 3 (Strategic and Extended Thinking) requires reasoning, using evidence, and a higher level
of thinking than Level 1 and Level 2. Students will go beyond explaining or describing “how and
why” to justifying the “how and why” through application and evidence. The cognitive demands at
Level 3 are more complex and more abstract than Level 1 or Level 2. Items at Level 3 can include:
drawing conclusions from multiple or complex stimuli; citing evidence; applying concepts to new
situations; using concepts to solve problems; analyzing similarities and differences in issues and
problems; proposing and evaluating solutions to problems; recognizing and explaining
misconceptions; or making connections across time and place to explain a concept or “big idea.”
Items may require planning, investigating, or developing. At this level, the cognitive demands may
be high, the work may be very complex, and students may be required to: connect and relate ideas
and concepts within the content area; analyze and synthesize information from multiple sources;
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Level 1 (Recall and Reproduction) asks students to recall facts, terms, concepts, and trends, or to
recognize or identify specific information contained in graphics. This level generally requires
students to identify, list, or define. The items at this level usually ask the student to recall who,
what, when, and where. Items that require students to “describe” and/or “explain” could be
classified at Level 1 or Level 2, depending on what is to be described and/or explained. A Level 1
“describe” and/or “explain” would require students to recall, recite, or reproduce information.
Items that require students to recognize or identify specific information contained in documents,
excerpts, quotations, maps, charts, tables, graphs, or illustrations are generally Level 1.
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examine and explain alternative perspectives across a variety of sources; and/or describe and
illustrate how common themes and concepts are found across time and place. Students may make
predictions with evidence as support.
Note — The descriptions are adapted from Review Background Information and Instructions,
Standards and Assessment Alignment Analysis, CCSSO TILSA Alignment Study, May 21-24,
2001, Version 2.0.
Universal Test Design Considerations
Universal design, as applied to assessments, is a concept that allows the widest possible range of
students to participate in assessments and may even reduce the need for accommodations and
alternative assessments by expanding access to the tests themselves. In the Oklahoma Core
Curriculum Tests, modifications have been made to some items that simplify and clarify
instructions, and provide maximum readability, comprehensibility, and legibility. This includes
such things as reduction of language load in content areas other than Reading, increased font size,
fewer items per page, and boxed items to assist visual focus. Reading tests will have vocabulary at
grade level. In all other tests, the vocabulary level will be below the grade being tested except for
content words. The vocabulary for Grades 3 and 4 will be one grade level below, and the
vocabulary for grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 will be two grade levels below. These modifications are
evident in the sample items included in this document.
Testing Schedules
At grades 6, 7 and 8, each subject area test is meant to be administered in a separate session.
Students may be given additional time if needed, but additional time will be given as an extension
of the same testing period, not at a different time.

Test Session

Approximately

Distributing books, filling in the Student
Demographic Page, reading directions………………20 minutes
Administering the Test…………………………...60-80 minutes
no calculators are allowed during this test
Total: …………………...…………………........ 80-100 minutes
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Approximately

Distributing books, filling in the Student
Demographic Page, reading directions………………15 minutes
Administering the Test………………………….95-115 minutes
Total: …………………...…………………..... 110-130 minutes
Grade 7 Geography
Test Session

Approximately

Distributing books, filling in the Student
Demographic Page, reading directions………………20 minutes
Administering the Test…………………………...60-80 minutes
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Total: …………………...…………………........ 80-100 minutes
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Multiple-Choice Item Guidelines






All item stems clearly indicate what is expected in an item to help students focus on selecting a
response.
Each multiple-choice item has a stem (question, statement, or incomplete statement, and/or
graphic component) and four answer (or completion) options, only one of which is correct.
Multiple-choice item stems present a complete problem so that students know what to do before
looking at the answer choices; students should not need to read all answer choices before knowing
what is expected.
Art incorporated within an item must be functional and assist students in determining the correct
response.

In summary, test items assess whether students: understand relevant concepts and procedures;
communicate their understandings effectively in content specific terms; approach problems readily;
and effectively develop viable solutions.
Stimulus materials are the Oklahoma Academic Standards passages, graphs, models, figures, etc.,
that students must read and examine in order to respond to items. The following characteristics are
necessary for stimulus materials:
1. When students are given information, data, or an experimental setup to evaluate, they should know
the research question and the purpose of the research.
2. Tables, graphs, reading Oklahoma Academic Standards passages, and illustrations provide
sufficient information for assessment of multiple standards.
3. Stimulus materials for a set of items may be a combination of multiple stimuli.
4. Information in stimulus materials is representative of concepts and principles described in
Oklahoma Academic Standards.
5. For conceptual items, stimulus materials are necessary but not conceptually sufficient for student
response.
6. There is a balance of graphic and textual stimulus materials within a test form. At least 50% of the
items have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations. Graphs, tables, or figures are
clearly associated with their intended items. Graphics appear either on the same page as the
stimulus or on the facing page.
7. The stimuli avoid subject matter that might prompt emotional distress on the part of the students.
8. Permission to use stimuli from copyrighted material is obtained as necessary by the testing
vendor.
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General Considerations

1. Each test form contains items assessing standards and objectives listed in the Test Blueprint for the
specific grade and content area. In the Oklahoma Academic Standards document, asterisks have
been used to identify standards and objectives that must be assessed by the local school district.
2. Test items that assess each standard are not limited to one particular type of response format. Each
item begins with a stem that asks a question or poses a clear problem. Stems may include
incomplete sentences in order to reduce unnecessary repetition of text.
3. Test items attempt to focus on content that is authentic and that grade-level students can relate to
and understand.
4. Test items are worded precisely and clearly. The more focused an item, the more reliable and fair it
will be, and the more likely all students will understand what is required of them.
5. All items are reviewed to eliminate language that is biased or is otherwise likely to disadvantage a
particular group of students. That is, items do not display unfair representations of gender, race,
ethnicity, disability, culture, or religion; nor do items contain elements that are offensive to any
such groups.
6. All multiple-choice items, including the correct response and distractors, are similar in length and
syntax. Students should not be able to rule out a wrong answer or identify a correct response solely
because it looks or sounds different from the other answer choices. Distractors are created so that
students reason their way to the correct answer rather than simply identify incorrect responses
because of a distractor’s obviously inappropriate nature. Distractors should always be plausible
(but incorrect) in the context of the item stem. Correct responses are reasonably distributed among
A’s, B’s, C’s, and D’s. The distractors adopt the language and sense of the material in the
selection. Test items focus on reading skills and comprehension strategies, avoiding measurement
of a student’s feelings or values.
7. Items deal with issues and details that are of consequence in the stimulus and central to students’
understanding and interpretation of the stimulus.
8. To the greatest extent possible, no item or response choice clues the answer to any other item. No
item stem or answer option provides clues to any other item’s answer, nor is the same fact of the
Oklahoma Academic Standards assessed more than once, including the same vocabulary or
technical term.
9. Test items are tied closely and particularly to the stimuli from which they derive, so that the impact
of outside (prior) knowledge, while never wholly avoidable, is minimized.
10. The responses “Both of the above,” “All of the above,” “None of the above,” and “Neither of the
above” are not used.
11. All stems are positively worded—avoiding the use of the word not.
12. The material presented is balanced, culturally diverse, well-written, and of interest to students. The
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It is necessary to create test items that are reliable, fair, and targeted to the Oklahoma Academic
Standards listed on the following pages. There are some general considerations and procedures for
effective item development. These considerations include, but are not limited to, the following:
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stimuli and items are presented fairly in order to gain a true picture of students’ skills.
13. Across all forms, a balance of gender and active/passive roles by gender is maintained.
14. No resource materials or calculators may be used by students during the test.
Vocabulary
No single source is available to determine the reading level of various words. Therefore, the
appropriateness and difficulty of a word is determined in various ways. Vocabulary words are
checked in the following: EDL Core Vocabularies in Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social
Studies; Basic Reading Vocabularies; The Living Word; or other reliable readability sources.
In addition to using the aforementioned printed resources to assist in creating vocabulary items, each
vocabulary item must be approved by Oklahoma’s Content Review Committee. The committee,
comprised of Oklahoma educators from across the state, reviews proposed vocabulary items for
grade-level appropriateness. Reading tests will have vocabulary at grade level. In all other tests, the
vocabulary level will be below the grade being tested except for content words. The vocabulary for
Grades 3 and 4 will be one grade level below, and the vocabulary for grades 5, 6, 7, and 8 will be
two grade levels below.
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All items developed using these specifications are reviewed by Oklahoma educators and
approved by the Oklahoma State Department of Education. The distribution of newly
developed items is based on content and process alignment, difficulty, cognitive ability,
percentage of art/graphics, and grade-level appropriateness as determined by an annual Item
Development Plan approved by the Oklahoma State Department of Education.
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Overview of Item Specifications
For each, item specifications are organized under the following headings:
OAS Standard
OAS Objective
Item Specifications
Emphasis
Stimulus Attributes
Format
Content Limits
Distractor Domain
Sample Test Items
The headings “OAS Standard” and “OAS Objective” state the standard and objective being measured
as found in the Grade 5 Social Studies section of the Oklahoma Academic Standards document.
The heading “Item Specifications” highlights important points about the item’s emphasis, stimulus
attributes, format, content limits, distractor domain, and sample test items. Although it is sometimes
possible to score single items for more than one concept, all items in these tests are written to address a
single content standard as the primary concept.

With the exception of content limits, the item specifications give suggestions of what might be
included but do not give an exhaustive list of what can be included. The sample test items are
not intended to be definitive in nature or construction—the stimuli and the test items that
follow them may differ from one test form to another, as may their presentations.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards

WORLD GEOGRAPHY: Eastern Hemisphere
Grade 7
Geography is composed of the interrelated components of skills and content knowledge, both of
which are necessary to being a geographically informed citizen. Students will use geographic
knowledge as a tool for understanding the concepts of economics and the impact of recent history on
contemporary events. Students will focus on the spatial patterns of human and physical
characteristics of the world and will explore how these patterns form, change over time, and relate to
one another in the Eastern Hemisphere. This is the second half of the middle-level geographic
studies program. The Western Hemisphere was the focus of the Grade 6 portion. For practical uses
the traditional designation of the Eastern and Western Hemisphere has been followed. The Eastern
Hemisphere is treated as the areas of Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia, and Oceania.

1. Cite specific geographic information to support analysis from primary and secondary sources
located in texts, documents, newspapers, magazines, journals, political cartoons, and online news
sources.
2. Integrate visual information, draw conclusions, and make predictions from geographic data and
analyze spatial distribution and patterns by interpreting that data as displayed on globes, graphs,
charts, satellite, and other forms of visual imagery including data from bar and line graphs, pie
charts, thematic maps, population pyramids, climographs, cartograms, contour/relief maps, GIS
systems, and diagrams.
3. Apply the concepts of scale, distance, direction, relative location, absolute location, and latitude
and longitude.
4. Integrate visual information and apply the skill of mental mapping of the political and physical
features of Earth’s surface, and organize information about people, places, and environments.
5. Conduct short research projects by investigating contemporary events and issues from political,
economic, social, and geographic perspectives.
6. Commemorate Celebrate Freedom Week by recognizing the sacrifices and contributions to
American freedom by veterans and by reciting the social contract selection from the Declaration of
Independence:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed
by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major
regions of the Eastern Hemisphere.
1. Integrate visual information in order to describe specific political regions of the Eastern
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Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and
tools of geography.
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Hemisphere, and identify on a political map the major urban areas and countries, including
A. Europe—London/United Kingdom, Paris/France, Rome/Italy, Berlin/Germany, and
Moscow/Russia;
B. Southwest Asia—Mecca/Saudi Arabia, Jerusalem/Israel, Tehran/Iran, Beirut/Lebanon, and
Bagdad/Iraq;
C. South Asia—Mumbai/India, Pakistan, Afghanistan;
D. East and Southeast Asia—Beijing/China, Seoul/South Korea, Tokyo/Japan, Indonesia,
Vietnam, and Malaysia;
E. Africa—Cairo/Egypt, Nairobi/Kenya, South Africa, Libya, Sudan, and Nigeria; and
F. Oceania—Australia and New Zealand.
2. Integrate visual information in order to describe the characteristics and relative location of physical
and cultural regions of the Eastern Hemisphere, including
A. Physical Regions—
1) Sub-Saharan savannas and rainforests;
2) Pacific Ring of Fire;
3) Rhine-Danube industrial corridor; and
4) The Himalayan Mountain Range.
B. Cultural Regions—
1) The Sahel’s and Sahara’s nomadic peoples;
2) Jerusalem’s religious significance to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; and
3) The cultural hearths of the Nile, Indus, Ganges, Hwang He River Valleys, and
Mesopotamia.
3. Explain and summarize how common physical or human characteristics can link as well as divide
regions, including
A. Extensive inland waterway systems of natural rivers and manmade canals that link European
trading centers;
B. Ural Mountains that physically divide Europe from Asia;
C. Sahara Desert that physically and culturally divides North Africa from Sub-Saharan Africa;
D. Multiple languages, religion, and the legacy of the caste system in India that present barriers
to cultural unity; and
E. Cultural differences resulting in civil war and genocide in Darfur and Rwanda.
4. Cite specific textual and visual evidence to analyze reasons for conflict and cooperation among
groups, societies, countries, and regions of the Eastern Hemisphere and the involvement of
multinational organizations of the United Nations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
including
A. Multinational peace-keeping efforts to stabilize Arab-Israeli relations;
B. Roots of disputes between India and Pakistan resulting in the threat of conventional war and
nuclear war;
C. Impact of multiple ethnic groups on Nigerian political stability;
D. Coordination of currency and free trade zones created by the European Union;
E. Humanitarian relief efforts by the United Nations to address hunger in Africa; and
F. The struggle for and achievement of civil liberties and economic opportunities in South
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Africa’s post-apartheid era.
5. Explain and summarize how and why regions change over time through physical and human
processes which operate to modify Earth’s surface, including the
A. Cultural diffusion brought about by North Africa’s location central to trade across multiple
continents;
B. Impact of overgrazing and drought leading to desertification in the Sahel;
C. Results of the Green Revolution in Central Asia; and
D. Effects of abundant oil supplies in the Persian Gulf region.

1. Integrate visual information to identify on a physical map and describe the major landforms and
bodies of water, including
A. Landforms—the Iberian, Scandinavian, and Indochina Peninsulas; the Urals, Pyrenees, Alps,
and Himalayan Mountain Ranges; the Sahara, Kalahari, and Gobi Deserts; and the Great Rift
Valley.
B. Bodies of water—Danube, Volga, Nile, Congo, Niger, Tigris, Euphrates, Indus, Ganges, and
Yangtze Rivers; Mediterranean, Arabian and North Seas; Persian Gulf; Bay of Bengal; Strait
of Gibraltar; and Atlantic, Arctic, Indian, Pacific, and the Southern Oceans.
2. Analyze from multiple perspectives the impact of natural disasters on human populations
resulting in forced migration, scarcity of consumer goods, and loss of employment, including
A. The impact of plate tectonics resulting in earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions on
human and physical systems bordering the Pacific Ring of Fire;
B. Frequent drought of northern Africa and Southwest Asia that creates stress on humans and
wildlife;
C. The impact of monsoon patterns and typhoon activity on agriculture and loss of life in South
Asia; and
D. Regular flooding of China’s rivers resulting in the accumulation of loess.
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the
human systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
1. Compare and contrast the common cultural traits including language, ethnic heritage, social
systems, religions, and traditions and how cultural diffusion impacts societies.
2. Describe the world’s major religions including Buddhism, Christianity, Daoism, Hinduism, Islam,
and Judaism including the geographic origins, major beliefs, and customs of the five major world
religions and the significance of religion in contemporary societies.
3. Integrate visual information to analyze data used by geographers to measure the human
characteristics used to define developed versus developing countries including literacy rates, life
expectancy, infant mortality rate, Gross National Product (GNP), and per capita income.
4. Compare and contrast the market and command economic systems and how governments affect
economic activities in such systems, including
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Standard 3: The student will examine the interactions of physical systems that shape the
patterns of the Earth’s surface in the Eastern Hemisphere.

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

16

A. Economic reforms in China that are moving China from a command system toward a market
system;
B. The economic advantages and disadvantages of Sweden’s mixed market system;
C. The economic prosperity generated by Japan’s market system; and
D. The economic development limitations of North Korea’s command economic system.
5. Compare and contrast the major political systems of representative governments (democracy,
republic, and constitutional monarchy) and authoritarian systems (dictatorship and absolute
monarchy), including the role of the citizen in the selection of government officials, lawmaking, and
the liberties guaranteed under different forms of government.
A. The symbolic role of the British crown in comparison to the absolute authority of the monarchy
of Saudi Arabia.
B. The transformation of the former Soviet Union from an authoritarian system to the limited
representative democracy of Russia.
6. Integrate visual information to explain patterns of global economic interdependence and world
trade focusing on the concepts of imports and exports, supply and demand, Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), and the balance of trade, including
A. The European Union’s single currency and open single market that link economies and
governments;
B. The relative isolation of Japan and the United Kingdom that require extensive trade patterns for
natural resources and markets;
C. Outsourcing of technological and manufacturing jobs to developing regions of Asia; and
D. Control over production and supply of global oil reserves as exercised by the Oil Producing and
Exporting Countries (OPEC).
7. Evaluate and summarize the impact of geography on population location, growth, change, and
density, and on the availability of resources, settlement patterns, and migration, including the
A. Impact of push and pull factors on the rural migration to overcrowded urban centers in India;
B. Challenges of under-population on the labor market in developed nations of Europe;
C. Changing face of European cultures as a result of recent patterns of immigration; and
D. Impact of China’s one-child policy on population growth and culture.
Standard 5: The student will analyze the interactions of humans and their environment in the
Eastern Hemisphere.
1. Cite specific textual and visual evidence to describe the relationship between the distribution of
major renewable and nonrenewable resources and evaluate how the three levels of economic
activities (primary, secondary, and tertiary) contribute to the development of a country or region,
including the
A. Abundant energy resources driving China’s rapid development;
B. Reserves of valuable minerals responsible for South Africa’s economic growth;
C. Accessibility of coal and iron reserves contributing to steel industries of Western Europe and
Russia; and
D. Value of North Sea petroleum reserves to developed nations’ economies.
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2. Evaluate the effects of human modification of and adaptation to the natural environment, including
the
A. Deforestation of Indonesia’s rainforests;
B. Creation of living space through the drainage of seawater and the system of dikes in the
Netherlands;
C. Transformation of arid lands of the Arabian Peninsula through the introduction of Western
irrigation methods;
D. Use of terrace farming and double-cropping as solutions to food needs of East Asia; and
E. Benefits and dangers of nuclear power generation as exemplified by the environmental disaster
at Chernobyl.
3. Integrate visual information to analyze regional problems and policies having spatial dimensions in
the Eastern Hemisphere, including
A. the Management of the Aral Sea’s water resources;
B. Impact of the economic development of Russia’s Arctic regions; and
C. Transformation of the environment and population centers caused by the construction of the
Three Gorges Dam in China.
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Item Specifications and Sample Test Items
OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
1. Cite specific geographic information to support analysis from primary and secondary sources
located in texts, documents, newspapers, magazines, journals, political cartoons, and online
news sources.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Analyze geographic information from given data.

Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
Content Limits:
• Item should contain informational text from a source below to support information garnered
from primary and secondary sources [two stimuli for this objective]:
o newspaper and magazine articles
o journals, political cartoons
o online news sites
o charts, graphs, tables, maps, atlases, or almanacs
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Population pyramids
• Cartograms
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
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According to the map, which category in the key best describes the
population density of Libya?
A. 1,001-10,000
B. 51-1,000
C. 1-50
D. less than 1
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: D
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 1.1 Sample Test Items:
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According to the maps, which type of vegetation supports the
highest population?
A. Mediterranean scrub
B. Desert
C. Semidesert
D. Tropical Rainforest
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D

20
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[Note: Use the graphs on the previous page to answer the question.]

Which conclusion can be supported by both of the graphs?
A. Population growth is causing a water shortage.
B. Climate change is creating water-use problems.
C. Agriculture needs to improve methods of water use.
D. Industry needs to improve methods of water delivery.

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
2. Integrate visual information, draw conclusions, and make predictions from geographic data and
analyze spatial distribution and patterns by interpreting that data as displayed on globes, graphs,
charts, satellite, and other forms of visual imagery including data from bar and line graphs, pie
charts, thematic maps, population pyramids, climographs, cartograms, contour/relief maps, GIS
systems, and diagrams.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Draw conclusions and make predictions from geographic data.
• Analyze spatial distribution and pattern.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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According to the map, which part of Australia has the hottest annual
weather?
A. East
B. West
C. North
D. South
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: C
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[Note: Use the maps on the previous page to answer the questions.]

According to the maps, what type of climate does most of the
Australian population experience?
A. Warm humid summer
B. Hot humid summer
C. Hot dry summer, cold winter
D. Warm summer, cool winter

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
According to the maps, what conclusion can best be made?
A. The largest cities in Australia are along the southeastern coast because
it has a moderate climate.
B. The largest cities in Australia are along the northern coast because it
has a hot climate.
C. Few people live in the interior of Australia because the climate is too
humid.
D. Many people live in the interior of Australia because the climate is mild.
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: A
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OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
3. Apply the concepts of scale, distance, direction, relative location, absolute location, and latitude
and longitude.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Assess map reading and orientation skills.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.

Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Maps: physical, political, thematic
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Source: CIA World Factbook

The city on the map located farthest north is
A. Agra.
B. Kolkata.
C. Mumbai.
D. Chennai.
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A
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[Note: Use the map on the previous page to answer the question.]
Which city is closest to the coordinates 18°N, 72°E?
A. Agra
B. Kolkata
C. Mumbai
D. Chennai
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C





North of Sudan
West of Saudi Arabia
South of the
Mediterranean Sea

Which geographic concept is best described by this list?
A. absolute location
B. relative location
C. longitude
D. latitude
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
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OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
4. Integrate visual information and apply the skill of mental mapping of the political and physical
features of Earth’s surface, and organize information about people, places, and environments.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Apply mental mapping skills to identify physical and cultural regions.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.

Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Maps: physical, political, thematic
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 1.4 Sample Test Items:
Which region exports the most oil?
A. North America
B. South America
C. Southwest Asia
D. Northwest Africa
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: C
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
Which conclusion can best be made?
A. Country 1 has the lowest population
agricultural areas.
B. Country 2 has the lowest population
desert area.
C. Country 3 has the lowest population
smallest land area.
D. Country 4 has the lowest population
coastal areas.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: B

density because it has few
density because it has the largest
density because it has the
density because it has large
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Which number shows the location of a country ruled by a monarchy?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
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OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
5. Conduct short research projects by investigating contemporary events and issues from political,
economic, social, and geographic perspectives.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Understand, compare, and contrast contemporary events and issues from political, economic,
social, or geographic data.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.

Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 1.5 Sample Test Items:
Which country has the most tropical forest vegetation?
A. Japan
B. Egypt
C. Russia
D. Indonesia
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: D

Up to thirty percent of the rain that falls in tropical forests is water that the
rainforest has recycled into the atmosphere. Water evaporates from the soil
and vegetation, condenses into clouds, and falls again as rain in a perpetual
self-watering cycle. In addition to maintaining tropical rainfall, the
evaporation cools the Earth’s surface.
— Rebecca Lindsey, “Tropical Deforestation,” March 30, 2007

A. Tropical rainforests help to slow the effects of carbon dioxide.
B. Tropical rainforests are the only type of forest that can affect climate.
C. The temperature of an area is entirely dependent upon tropical
rainforests.
D. The amount of rain that falls in an area depends upon the size of the
tropical rainforest.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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According to the information, which conclusion can be made?
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Up to thirty percent of the rain that falls in tropical forests is water that
the rainforest has recycled into the atmosphere. Water evaporates from
the soil and vegetation, condenses into clouds, and falls again as rain in a
perpetual self-watering cycle. In addition to maintaining tropical rainfall,
the evaporation cools the Earth’s surface.
— Rebecca Lindsey, “Tropical Deforestation,” March 30, 2007

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Based on the excerpt, how are polar areas most likely impacted by
the continuing deforestation of tropical rainforests?
A. The soil in polar areas will become drier and unsuitable for agriculture
because of deforestation in the tropics.
B. The animals in Arctic regions will become threatened and struggle to find
water because of deforestation in the tropics.
C. Deforestation will cause Earth’s surface to warm more quickly which
increases the rate at which ice caps melt at the poles.
D. Deforestation will cause Earth’s surface to cool more quickly which
increases the amount of precipitation in Arctic climates.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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OAS Standard:
Standard 1: The student will analyze data from a geographic perspective using the skills and tools of
geography.
OAS Objective:
1.6

Commemorate Celebrate Freedom Week by recognizing the sacrifices and contributions to
American freedom by veterans and by reciting the social contract selection from the
Declaration of Independence:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.

Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Understand and recall the social contract found in the Declaration of Independence.
• Understand how the social contract has been preserved and protected by the American military
when necessary.

Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
Content Limits:
• Contemporary involvement in the Eastern Hemisphere.
• Items to this standard should focus on geographic issues relating to the content and NOT history.
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 1.6 Sample Test Items:
During Celebrate Freedom Week, we honor
A. teachers for promoting education.
B. veterans for protecting our nation.
C. politicians for making laws to protect rights.
D. police for working to keep our communities safe.
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B
The social contract in the Declaration of Independence explains
that
A. all people are equal.
B. all people have unalienable rights.
C. people give power to the government.
D. government gives people equal rights.

Which event is the best example of the social contract?
A. North Korea became a dictatorship because one leader rose to power and
made all decisions for the people.
B. Afghanistan became a republic when the military took over the country
and created new laws for the people.
C. India became a democracy because the citizens elected their leaders
after gaining independence from Great Britain.
D. Iraq became a monarchy because one family controlled the country after
gaining their independence from Great Britain.

Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
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OAS Standard:
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major regions of
the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
1. Integrate visual information in order to describe specific political regions of the Eastern
Hemisphere, and identify on a political map the major urban areas and countries.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Identify major political regions, countries, and major urban centers of the Eastern Hemisphere
including Europe, Southwest Asia, South Asia, East and Southeast Asia, Africa, and Oceania.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Variety of political maps of the Eastern Hemisphere
• Maps of the major urban areas of the Eastern Hemisphere
• Correct responses should be limited to examples listed in the standards.
A. Europe – London/United Kingdom, Paris/France, Rome/Italy, Berlin/Germany, and
Moscow/Russia
B. Southwest Asia – Mecca/Saudi Arabia, Jerusalem/Israel, Tehran/Iran, Beirut/Lebanon, and
Bagdad/Iraq
C. South Asia – Mumbai/India, Pakistan, Afghanistan
D. East and Southeast Asia – Beijing/China, Seoul/South Korea, Tokyo/Japan, Indonesia,
Vietnam, and Malaysia
E. Africa – Cairo/Egypt, Nairobi/Kenya, South Africa, Libya, Sudan, and Nigeria
F. Oceania – Australia and New Zealand
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Which number on the map shows the location of Egypt?
A. 1
B. 2
C. 3
D. 4
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Oklahoma Academic Standards 2.1 Sample Test Items:
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According to the map, which country has the most urban centers?
A. Libya
B. Sudan
C. Nigeria
D. South Africa
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C
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Based on the maps, which conclusion can best be made about
population distribution?
A. Most of the population of Egypt is located along the Nile River because
much of the country is desert.
B. Most of the population of Libya is located in the Sahara Desert because
it is most suitable for livestock grazing.
C. The population density of Kenya is highest along the Indian Ocean
because the people need a fresh water source.
D. The population density of South Africa is highest along the Atlantic
Ocean because the grasslands are agriculturally productive.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: A
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OAS Standard:
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major regions of
the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
2. Integrate visual information in order to describe the characteristics and relative location of
physical and cultural regions of the Eastern Hemisphere.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Locate and describe the relative location of physical and cultural regions of the Eastern
Hemisphere.
• Use geographic tools [maps, charts, graphs] to describe human and physical characteristics of
specific regions of the Eastern Hemisphere.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Maps, atlases, globes of including Europe, Southwest Asia, South Asia, East and Southeast Asia,
Africa, and Oceania
• Correct responses should be limited to examples listed in the standards.
A. Physical Regions –
1) Sub-Saharan savannas and rainforests
2) Pacific Ring of Fire
3) Rhine-Danube industrial corridor
4) The Himalayan Mountain Range
B. Cultural Regions –
1) The Sahel’s and Sahara’s nomadic peoples
2) Jerusalem’s religious significance to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam
3) The cultural hearths of the Nile, Indus, Ganges, Hwang He River Valleys, and Mesopotamia
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 2.2 Sample Test Items:

Which label best describes the darkly shaded area on the map?
A. Indian Plate
B. San Andreas Fault
C. Pacific Ring of Fire
D. Atlantic Gulf Stream
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: C
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Courtesy of USGS.

A desert like this would most likely be found in
A. Europe.
B. Oceania.
C. Southeast Asia.
D. Southwest Asia.
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
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Which description best describes the characteristics of the Harappan
cultural hearth?
A. This civilization developed in a high plateau near two rivers which united
groups of different cultures.
B. This civilization developed in a fertile valley between two rivers.
C. This civilization formed in a river valley near mountains.
D. This civilization formed in a desert along a river.

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C
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OAS Standard:
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major regions of
the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
3. Explain and summarize how common physical or human characteristics can link as well as
divide regions.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Explain and summarize how common physical or human characteristics can link as well as
divide regions.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Correct responses should be limited to examples listed in the standards.
A. Extensive inland waterway systems of natural rivers and manmade canals that link European
trading centers
a. Maps need to show waterway systems [including canals] and cities that are
connected.
b. Map can be specific to an area, does not need to show all of Europe.
B. Ural Mountains that physically divide Europe from Asia
C. Sahara Desert that physically and culturally divides North Africa from Sub-Sahara Africa
D. Multiple languages, religion, and the legacy of the caste system in India that present barriers to
cultural unity
E. Cultural differences resulting in civil war and genocide in Darfur and Rwanda
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 2.3 Sample Test Items:
What physical feature divides North Africa from the rest of Africa?
A. Sahara Desert
B. Kalahari Desert
C. Great Rift Valley
D. Arabian Peninsula
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

According to the maps, what is the main reason for the low
population in northern Africa?
A. A desert is located there.
B. A river regularly floods there.
C. Mountains make travel difficult.
D. Agricultural lands limit construction.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A

48
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Based on the map, what conclusion can be made about the Sahara
Desert?
A. It enables speedy travel to many countries due its central location.
B. It aids trade between countries due to its vast network of trade routes.
C. It politically unites the continent by joining the people in the Sahel
tribes of North Africa and the rest of the continent.
D. It physically divides the continent by creating a barrier between the
Arab culture of North Africa and the rest of the continent.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: D
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OAS Standard:
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major regions of
the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
4. Cite textual and visual evidence to analyze reasons for conflict and cooperation among groups,
societies, countries, and regions of the Eastern Hemisphere and the involvement of multinational
organizations of the United Nations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Analyze reasons for conflict and cooperation among groups, societies, countries and regions.
• Explain the involvement of the United Nations and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
A. Multinational peace-keeping efforts to stabilize Arab-Israeli relations
B. Roots of disputes between India and Pakistan resulting in the threat of conventional war and
nuclear war
C. Impact of multiple ethnic groups on Nigerian political stability
D. Coordination of currency and free trade zones created by the European Union
E. Humanitarian relief efforts by the United Nations to address hunger in Africa
F. The struggle for and achievement of civil liberties and economic opportunities in South Africa’s
post-apartheid era
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 2.4 Sample Test Items:
Which phrase describes the original cause of conflict between India and
Pakistan?
A. military aggressions
B. religious differences
C. language differences
D. economic disagreements
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B
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[Note: Use timelines on previous page to answer questions.]
Which best describes a reason for the events listed?
A. economic dispute over Asian trade
B. territorial dispute over Kashmir region
C. religious dispute over the Buddhist faith
D. cultural dispute over the Punjab language
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B

Based on the information in the timelines, why is it important for
international organizations like the United Nations to exist?
A. to force other nations to resolve issues peacefully
B. to encourage the development of nuclear facilities
C. to promote the benefits of global peace and cooperation
D. to prevent other nations from obtaining modern weapons
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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OAS Standard:
Standard 2: The student will examine the human and physical characteristics of the major regions of
the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
5. Explain and summarize how and why regions change over time through physical and human
processes which operate to modify Earth’s surface.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Explain human and physical processes that transform the Earth’s surface.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
A. Cultural diffusion brought about by North Africa’s location central to trade across multiple
continents
B. Impact of overgrazing and drought leading to desertification in the Sahel
C. Results of the Green Revolution in Central Asia
D. Effects of abundant oil supplies in the Persian Gulf region
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 2.5 Sample Test Items:
Which event has mainly influenced the change in the Middle East in
the twentieth century?
A. the decrease in water usage
B. the discovery of petroleum oil
C. the industrialization of economies
D. the increase in cash crop economies
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B

Causes of Desertification
• Overuse of semiarid land for
agriculture
• Overcutting of trees for firewood
• Overgrazing of cattle and goats

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C
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One solution to desertification is
A. farming the same crop every year.
B. encouraging two plantings per year.
C. promoting crop rotation and terracing.
D. increasing the number of farms and ranches.
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A. Oil was discovered in the 1950s.
B. Tourism boomed in the early 2000s.
C. Business and banking industries were encouraged to settle nearby.
D. Traditional fishing and pearl industries were subsidized by the
government.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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Which statement explains the main reason the United Arab Emirates
was able to construct Palm Island?
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Dryland populations . . . on average lag far behind the rest of the world in
human well-being and development indicators. . . . It is found that the relatively
low rate of water provisioning in drylands limits access to clean drinking water
and adequate sanitation. . . .
—Millennium Ecosystem Assessment,
Desertification Synthesis, 2005

Based on the information, what conclusion can best be reached
about people living in the dryland area of the Sahel?
A. People living in the Sahel are mostly farmers who are using tractors to
till the soil which contributes to wind erosion of the soil.
B. People living in the Sahel score higher than the rest of the world in
development indicators such as literacy and life expectancy.
C. People living in the Sahel have a high number of health problems
because there is little access to water for drinking and sanitation.
D. People living in the Sahel are mostly wealthy businessmen who are
cutting down the trees which help to keep the soil moist and safe from
erosion.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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Causes of Desertification
• Overuse of semiarid land for
agriculture
• Overcutting of trees for firewood
• Overgrazing of cattle and goats
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OAS Standard:
Standard 3: The student will examine the interactions of physical systems that shape the patterns of
Earth’s surface in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
1. Integrate visual information to identify on a physical map and describe the major landforms and
bodies of water.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:

• Identify major landforms and bodies of water.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
A. Landforms: the Iberian, Scandinavian, and Indochina Peninsulas; the Urals, Pyrenees, Alps,
and Himalayan Mountain ranges; the Sahara, Kalahari, and Gobi Deserts; and the Great Rift
Valley
B. Bodies of water: Danube, Volga, Nile, Congo, Niger, Tigris, Euphrates, Indus, Ganges, and
Yangtze Rivers; Mediterranean, Arabian and North Seas; Persian Gulf; Bay of Bengal; Strait
of Gibraltar; Atlantic, Arctic, Indian, Pacific, and the Southern Oceans
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.

Grade 7 World Geography Test and Item Specifications

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

59

Oklahoma Academic Standards 3.1 Sample Test Items:

What landform is shown by the darkly shaded portion of the map?
the Sahel
the Sahara
Gobi Desert
Great Rift Valley

Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B
Which landform is most similar to the darkly shaded area shown on
the map?
A. Gobi Desert
B. Great Rift Valley
C. Indochina Peninsula
D. Pyrenees Mountains
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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A.
B.
C.
D.
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OAS Standard:
Standard 3: The student will examine the interactions of physical systems that shape the patterns of
Earth’s surface in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
2. Analyze from multiple perspectives the impact of natural disasters on human populations
resulting in forced migration, scarcity of consumer goods, and loss of employment.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Analyze the impact of natural disasters on human populations.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
A. The impact of plate tectonics resulting in earthquakes, tsunamis, and volcanic eruptions on
human and physical systems bordering the Pacific Ring of Fire
B. Frequent drought of northern Africa and Southwest Asia that creates stress on humans and
wildlife
C. The impact of monsoon patterns and typhoon activity on agriculture and loss of life in South
Asia
D. Regular flooding of China’s rivers resulting in the accumulation of loess
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 3.2 Sample Test Items:

Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A
Which description can be an effect of a natural disaster?
A. a lack of goods
B. higher birth rates
C. lower unemployment
D. an increase in literacy
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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People living in the darkly shaded region on the map need to
prepare for
A. earthquakes.
B. droughts.
C. floods.
D. fires.
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Based on the map, which conclusion can be made about the impact
of climate on Southwest Asia?
A. Frequent floods damage grassland areas which reduces the number of
jobs and available supplies.
B. Frequent droughts limit vegetation growth which creates stress on
humans and wildlife.
C. The tropical climate is pleasant and encourages the spread of mixed
forests in the area.
D. The monsoon season is long and facilitates the agricultural development
of the area.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
1. Compare and contrast the common cultural traits including language, ethnic heritage, social
systems, religions, and traditions and how cultural diffusion impacts societies.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Describe the significance or impact of historical and cultural influences.
• Compare/contrast movement of people (e.g., push/pull factors related to cultural diffusion),
common cultural traits of people in the Eastern Hemisphere and/or how cultural diffusion
impacts societies.
• Identify common cultural traits belonging to various regions of the Eastern Hemisphere.
• Draw conclusions about the development or changes to culture (or lack thereof) caused by
cultural diffusion.

Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
Content Limits:
• Colonization: significance vs. impact or influence of colonization only, do not assess basic
identification of colonies
• Culture: Language, ethnicity, religion
• Cultural diffusion
• Social systems
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.1 Sample Test Items:
Which ethnicity is most commonly found in Southwest Asia?
A. Han
B. Tajik
C. Berber
D. Persian
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: D

Which two countries have cultures that share the same colonial
influence?
A.
B.
C.
D.

Morocco and Tunisia
Bangladesh and Cambodia
Australia and the Philippines
Madagascar and South Africa
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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Which religion best completes the diagram?
A. Islam
B. Sikhism
C. Hinduism
D. Buddhism
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
2. Describe the world’s major religions including Buddhism, Christianity, Daoism, Hinduism, Islam,
and Judaism including the geographic origins, major beliefs, and customs of the six major world
religions and the significance of religion in contemporary societies.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Describe the world’s six major religions and their geographic origins, major beliefs and customs.
• Describe the significance of religion in contemporary societies.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Correct responses should be limited to examples listed in the standards.
• Major beliefs, areas of origin, customs, and significance in society
• Avoid the use of religious symbols
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4. 2 Sample Test Items:
Which religion shares a belief in God with Christianity?
A. Islam
B. Daoism
C. Hinduism
D. Buddhism
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A

Which two religions originated in India?
A. Judaism and Christianity
B. Hinduism and Buddhism
C. Daoism and Buddhism
D. Islam and Daoism
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B

A.
B.
C.
D.

Islam
Daoism
Hinduism
Buddhism

Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B
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Which religion originated in East Asia?

Grade 7 World Geography Test and Item Specifications

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

68

 Declaring faith in God
 Going on a pilgrimage to Mecca
 Participating in the five daily prayers
 Fasting during the month of Ramadan
 Contributing money to the poor and charity

Which religion is described by the list?
A. of
Hinduism
Depth
Knowledge: 2
Correct
Answer:
B. JudaismD
C. Daoism
D. Islam
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
3. Integrate visual information to analyze data used by geographers to measure the human
characteristics used to define developed versus developing countries including literacy rates, life
expectancy, infant mortality rate, Gross National Product (GNP), and per capita income.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Analyze data from various types of visual information to identify and determine the differences
between developed and developing nations.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• This item requires multiple stimuli.
• Literacy rates
• Life expectancy
• Infant mortality rate
• Gross National Product (GNP)/Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
• Per capita income
• Definition and characteristics of developing and developed nations
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.3 Sample Test Items:

objective
Which is a characteristic of a developing nation?
A. low literacy rate
B. high employment
C. low infant mortality rate
D. high gross national product

Based on the table, which country has the lowest level of
development?
A. Angola
B. Germany
C. Indonesia
D. Qatar
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: B
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Based on the table, which country has the highest level of
development?
A. Angola has the highest level of development because most of the
economic activities center on industry.
B. Germany has the highest level of development because most of the
economic activity centers on the service sector.
C. Indonesia is the highest level of development because the economic
activities are fairly divided among all three sectors of the economy.
D. Qatar is the highest level of development because it shows the lowest
level of agricultural activity.
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
4. Compare and contrast the market and command economic systems and how governments affect
economic activities in such systems.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Compare and contrast market and command economic systems and how governments affect
economic activities.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
A. Economic reforms in China that are moving China from a command system toward a market
system
B. The economic advantages and disadvantages of Sweden’s mixed market system
C. The economic prosperity generated by Japan’s market system
D. The economic development limitations of North Korea’s command economic system
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.4 Sample Test Items:

Which of these countries has a command economy?
A. Japan
B. Sweden
C. North Korea
D. New Zealand
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: C

What type of economy is described?
A. traditional
B. command
C. market
D. mixed
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
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 resources may not be adequately utilized
 government encourages entrepreneurs and
competition
 goods produced benefit people rather than the
economy
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: A
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Which comparison best explains why North Korea has a larger
industrial sector than South Korea?
A. The development of the industrial sector in North Korea is controlled by
a highly centralized government, but South Korea allows the forces of
supply and demand to influence production.
B. Entrepreneurship and innovation in North Korea is encouraged by statedetermined wages for the industrial sector, but innovation in South
Korea is limited through an open-market system.
C. Competition in North Korea is encouraged because all industry is
privately owned in the industrial sector, but South Korea restricts
competition by discouraging private ownership of companies.
D. International trade in North Korea is limited by weakening industrial
capacity due to underinvestment and poor maintenance, but
international trade in South Korea has been strengthened by low tariff
rates and free-trade agreements.
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
5. Compare and contrast the major political systems of representative governments (democracy,
republic, and constitutional monarchy) and authoritarian systems (dictatorship and absolute
monarchy) including the role of the citizen in the selection of government officials, lawmaking,
and the liberties guaranteed under different forms of government.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Compare and contrast guaranteed liberties and methods of selecting government officials in
major political systems.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Items not specific to information below can be aligned to the objective.
• Correct responses should be limited to examples listed in the standards.
• Focus of questions should be on nations using government systems, not on identification of what
government system each country uses.
• Limit countries to those listed in grade 7 curriculum standards.
A. The symbolic role of the British crown in comparison to the absolute authority of the monarchy
of Saudi Arabia.
B. The transformation of the former Soviet Union from an authoritarian system to the limited
representative democracy of Russia.
Distractor Domain:
• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the
question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.5 Sample Test Items:
In which system would a citizen have an opportunity to participate
in the selection of government officials?
A. dictatorship
B. democracy
C. monarchy
D. theocracy
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: B
The citizens of the United Kingdom most likely enjoy more
representation in the government than the citizens of Saudi Arabia
because in the United Kingdom the
A. legal system is based on the national religion.
B. government is ruled by a hereditary monarch.
C. high court justices are selected by a committee.
D. lower house of the legislature is directly elected.






Universal voting rights
Strong bicameral legislature
President is the head of state
Citizens elect representatives to vote on legislation

Which country is most likely being described by the list?
A. Brunei
B. France
C. Vietnam
D. Australia
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
6. Integrate visual information to explain patterns of global economic interdependence and world
trade focusing on the concepts of imports and exports, supply and demand, Gross National
Product (GNP), and balance of trade.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Explain patterns of global economic interdependence and world trade.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Gross National Product/Gross Domestic Product
A. The European Union’s single currency and open single market that link economies and
governments
B. The relative isolation of Japan and the United Kingdom that require extensive trade patterns
for natural resources and markets
C. Outsourcing of technological and manufacturing jobs to developing regions of Asia
D. Control over production and supply of global oil reserves as exercised by the Oil Producing
and Exporting Countries (OPEC)
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.6 Sample Test Items:

Which condition contributes most to international trade?
A. a fair standard of living in Europe
B. the strength of economies in Africa
C. the existence of a single world economy
D. an uneven distribution of resources in the world
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: D

What do most countries do if they do not have enough domestic
energy resources to meet their needs?
A. encourage emigration
B. lower the price of fuel
C. trade with other nations
D. protect the environment
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: C
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A. Manufacturers have relocated to be closer to major shipping routes.
B. Companies have outsourced manufacturing to developing countries.
C. Demand for manufactured goods has steadily declined in developed
economies.
D. Profit margins for manufactured goods have declined due to
technological advances.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
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What is the main cause of the trend shown on the graph?
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What is the main reason for an increase in trade among the
countries shaded on the map in the early twenty-first century?
A.
B.
C.
D.

reductions in protective tariffs
expansion of democratic reforms
elimination of international conflict
improvements in regional transportation

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A

80
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According to this table, the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
World Crude Oil Reserves, Production Capacity,
Countries
and
Production in Barrels, 2008
A. holds a majority of the world oil reserves.
B. reduces production to control world oil prices.
C. produces most of the available oil in the world.
D. has the highest production capacity in the world.
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Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

82

Based on the information, what conclusion can be made about the
Oil Producing and Exporting Countries (OPEC)?
A. OPEC members have unlimited access to oil reserves which impacts the
global price of oil by reducing the demand from consumers.
B. OPEC members control the majority of world oil reserves which impacts
the price of oil by determining the amount of oil produced.
C. OPEC members affect the global supply of oil by adding new members
which increases the total amount of oil reserves.
D. OPEC members affect the global demand for oil by producing goods
which require large quantities of oil.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: B
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OAS Standard:
Standard 4: The student will analyze the world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the human
systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
7. Evaluate and summarize the impact of geography on population location, growth, change and
density and on the availability of resources, settlement patterns, and migration.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Describe/compare/evaluate how geography affects population.
• Describe/compare/evaluate how geography and the availability of resources affects the
movement of people.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.

• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.

A. Impact of push and pull factors on the rural migration to overcrowded urban centers in India
B. Challenges of under-population on the labor market in developed nations of Europe
C. Changing face of European cultures as a result of recent patterns of immigration
D. Impact of China’s one-child policy on population growth and decline
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Content Limits:
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 4.7 Sample Test Items:
The Nile River Valley in Egypt is densely populated because
A. many of ancient Egypt’s monuments are near the Nile.
B. the Nile is Egypt’s principal defense against invaders.
C. fish from the Nile is the main food source in Egypt.
D. the Nile is the major source of water in Egypt.
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Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: D
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According to the map, how does geography affect Australia’s
population?
A. Most people live along the southeastern coast to be near water.
B. Most people live along the northwestern coast to be near beaches.
C. Many people live in the interior of the country because it has a mild
climate.
D. Many people live in the northern region of the country because it has a
desert.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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Which conclusion can be supported by both maps?
A. The highest temperatures are in the South.
B. For most of the areas, June is a hot month.
C. For most of the people, June is a cool month.
D. The largest number of people live in the North.

Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: C

86

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Grade 7 World Geography Test and Item Specifications

Grade 7 World Geography Test and Item Specifications

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Tests (OCCT) |

87

OAS Standard:
Standard 5: The student will analyze the interactions of humans and their environment in the Eastern
Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
1. Cite specific textual and visual evidence to describe the relationship between the distribution of
major renewable and nonrenewable resources and evaluate how the three levels of economic
activities (primary, secondary, and tertiary) contribute to the development of a country or region.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Identify and describe the relationship between the distribution of renewable and nonrenewable
sources.
• Evaluate the three levels of economic activity and how they contribute to a country’s
development.
• Identify primary, secondary, and tertiary economic activities.

Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Primary, secondary, and tertiary economic activities
A. Abundant energy resources driving China’s rapid development
B. Reserves of valuable minerals responsible for South Africa’s economic growth
C. Accessibility of coal and iron reserves contributing to steel industries of western Europe and
Russia
D. Value of North Sea petroleum reserves to developed nations’ economies
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 5.1 Sample Test Items:
Whi
Which statement about primary economic activities is accurate?
A. They require direct contact with the environment.
B. They use raw materials in the manufacture of goods.
C. They include academic and information technologies.
D. They provide services and deliver manufactured goods.
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: A

Tertiary Economic Activities







Retail sales
Transportation
Entertainment
Tourism
?

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: B
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Which example would best complete this list?
A. Forestry
B. Banking
C. Construction
D. Manufacturing
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: B
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Based on this information, which conclusion can best be made?
A. Angola has the fewest tertiary economic activities because most people
work in factories.
B. Germany has the most tertiary economic activities because it is a
developed country.
C. Indonesia has the fewest tertiary economic activities because most
people work on farms.
D. Qatar has most tertiary economic activities because it is a developing
country.
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OAS Standard:
Standard 5: The student will analyze the interactions of humans and their environment in the Eastern
Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
2. Evaluate the effects of human modification of and adaptation to the natural environment.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Explain and evaluate human population growth—cause and effect.
• Understand and analyze human interaction with and adaptation to physical environments.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
• Desertification, pollution, deforestation, recycling, irrigation
A. Deforestation of Indonesia’s rainforests
B. Creation of living space through the drainage of seawater and the system of dikes in the
Netherlands, (include use and development of polders)
C. Transformation of arid lands of the Arabian Peninsula through introduction of western
irrigation methods
D. Use of terrace farming and double-cropping as solutions to food needs of East Asia
E. Benefits and dangers of nuclear power generation as exemplified by the environmental disaster
at Chernobyl
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.
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Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 5.2 Sample Test Items:
Human activity that clears woodland areas for settlement or other
purposes is the definition of
A. recycling.
B. irrigation.
C. deforestation.
D. desertification.
Depth of Knowledge: 1
Correct Answer: C

 About 27% of the land lies below sea level
 About 60% of the population lives on reclaimed land
 Uses windmills to help drain water from the land

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: D
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Which country is described by the list?
A. Italy
B. France
C. Denmark
D. Netherlands
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The areas
areas shaded
shaded in
in red
maps
most
threatened
The
on on
thethe
maps
areare
most
threatened
byby
A. floods.
B. drought.
C. earthquakes.
D. desertification.

Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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Based on the information in the map, which conclusion can best be
made about the Netherlands?
A. The reclaimed land was used to expand the amount of living space for
the growing population by creating polders.
B. The reclaimed land was caused by deforestation along the shore in order
to create dikes to irrigate the interior of the country.
C. The reclaimed land enabled decreases in the size of windmills to make
the movement of water more environmentally sustainable.
D. The reclaimed land was needed to develop terrace farming along the
coast in order to expand fields to produce food for the people.
Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: A
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OAS Standard:
Standard 5: The student will analyze the interactions of humans and their environment in the Eastern
Hemisphere.
OAS Objective:
3. Integrate visual information to analyze regional problems and policies having spatial dimensions
in the Eastern Hemisphere.
Item Specifications:
Emphasis:
• Analyze visual information to explain regional problems and policies having spatial dimensions.
Stimulus Attributes:
Test items may include:
• Charts, tables, diagrams, graphs, population pyramids, cartograms
• Media (political cartoons, photographs, and advertisements)
• Literature (diaries, journals, newspapers/magazines, quotations, speeches, and letters)
• Geographical tools (maps, globes, atlases, satellite images, and almanacs)
• Cultural interaction with and adaptation to physical environments
• At least 50 percent of the items are to have appropriate pictorial and graphical representations.

Content Limits:
• Questions written to this standard require at least one stimulus.
A. Management of the Aral Sea’s water resources
B. Impact of economic development on Russia’s Arctic regions
C. Transformation of the environment and population centers caused by the construction of the
Three Gorges Dam in China
Distractor Domain:

• Incorrect answer choices include information related to source materials but irrelevant to the

question being asked. Distractors may reflect a plausible misunderstanding of the question or
concept. Some items may have similar geographic forms/terms to compare and contrast.

Copyright © 2014 by the Oklahoma State Department of Education

Format:
• Items require students to make conclusions based on personal knowledge and from readings,
graphs, charts, and other source material provided.
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Oklahoma Academic Standards 5.3 Sample Test Items:

What is the main reason why there are so few pipelines in the area
above the Arctic Circle?
A. It would be too expensive.
B. The deposits are too small.
C. It would harm the environment.
D. The area has a large population.
Depth of Knowledge: 2
Correct Answer: A
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(Use map on previous page to answer this question.)
What action will Russia need to take to develop the petroleum basins
above the Arctic Circle?
A. New roads will need to be constructed to facilitate access for workers
and maintenance.
B. Government officials will need to relocate the large population to make
room for more oil pipelines.
C. Endangered wildlife will need to be moved into a protected zone away
from the basins and pipelines.
D. Drilling companies will need to travel to the area of oil deposits to
purchase the land from local farmers.
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Depth of Knowledge: 3
Correct Answer: A

